Honoring All Vietnam War
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Vietnam Era Veterans
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Name: ABRUZZINO Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
ANGELO
Address:
Vietnam Era
L] Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Angelo Abruzzino honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Angelo Abruzzino retired from Bethlehem Steel after 44 years of service / Angelo Abruzzino passed away on 22
December 2025 at the age of 88 Years old
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West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: ADAMS [ Killed in Vietnam
DENNIS M.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Dennis M. Adams honorably served in the United States Army / Dennis Adams was deployed to Vietnam as an
Intelligence Officer, specializing in sending and decoding encrypted messages

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

A native of South Buffalo, Dennis Adams graduated from South Park High School, enlisting shortly thereafter in
the U.S. Army / After his Honorable Discharge from the Army, Dennis Adams graduated from Buffalo State
College and joined the Buffalo Police Department / Following a few years of patrol duty, Adams was promoted to
Detective, initially for the Vice Squad and later with the Burglary Task Force / Adams also served as an editorial
cartoonist for the "Blue Line", a newsletter published by the city police union / Dennis Adams retired from the
Buffalo Police Department in 1999 / Adams started working as a private investigator, conducting surveillances,
examining crime scenes and interviewing witnesses for local law firms, before finally retiring in 2022 / Adams
published two crime novels ("Motive" and "City Hall Secrets"), based on incidents that happened during his years
as a police detective / Adams was also a lifelong amateur magician / Dennis Adams passed away at the
Rochester General Hospital following an illness on 9 February 2024 / Dennis M. Adams was 75 years old at the
time of his passing and is interred at St. Matthew's Cemetery, West Seneca, New York

Intelligence Specialists play a key role in ensuring that military operations are planned using the most accurate,
current information about enemy forces and capabilities / They oversee efforts to collect, exploit, develop,
analyze, and produce intelligence information for dissemination to key military leaders
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Name: ANDERSON, JR. Killedin Vietnam o etown:  WEST SENECA
JOHN P.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:
John P. Anderson, Jr. honorably served in the United States Air Force

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

John P. Anderson, Jr. passed away on 4 march 2025 at the age of 77 years old
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Naeme: BAERWALT Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
MICHAEL W.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Michael W. Baerwalt honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Michael Baerwalt had a career with the Buffalo Municipal Housing Authority / Michael W. Baerwalt passed away

on 11 February 2025 at the age of 79 years old and is interred at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Cheektowaga, New
York
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Name: BAJ Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
ARTHUR J.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SGT
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Sergeant Arthur J. Baj honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

2016 WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring All Vietnam War

and

Vietnam Era Veterans

| Ega | 1 November 1955 - 30 April 1975 l | | | ||

West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: BARRICK [ Killed in Vietnam
CONRAD L.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 39 WALTERCREST TERRACE
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1965
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP4

Year Discharged: 1971
Unit / Squadron:

B BATTERY 3RD MISSILE BATTALION 1ST ARTILLERY

Medals / Citations:

L] Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth-Class Conrad Barrick honorably served in the United States Army / SP4 Conrad Barrick was
assigned as a driver and mechanic during his service years

Base Assignments:

Ft. Dix, New Jersey - Fort Dix was established on 16 July 1917 as Camp Dix, named in honor of Major General
John Adams Dix, a veteran of the War of 1812 and the American Civil War, and a former United States Senator,
Secretary of the Treasury and Governor of New York / Ft. Dix was used for the mobilization, training and
demobilizion of soldiers from World War | through April 2015 / On 1 October 2009, Fort Dix was consolidated
with an adjoining U.S. Air Force and Navy facility to become part of Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst (JB MDL)

Nike Site PI-37, Herminie, Pa - Air Defense site PI-37 was officially activated in 1957 / PI-37 was part of
ARAACOM (Army Anti-Aircraft Command), and its designation was B Battery, 1st AAA Msl Bn / B Battery was one
of 12 Nike Air Defense sites defending Pittsburgh / It was armed with the Nike Ajax, the worlds first operational,
guided Surface to Air Missile / This missile carried high explosive warheads and had a range of around 30 miles
with a ceiling of 70,000 feet / Beginning in 1962, the Improved Nike Hercules System with its greater range and
accuracy was introduced to B Battery / On 1 September 1971, the 1st Artillery was renamed 1st Air Defense
Artillery / The Herminie Nike site was deactivated in mid 1974.

During its operational years, from 1956 to 1974, the Herminie Nike site was manned by an estimated 1,200
Regular Army personnel.

Miscelleaneous:

Conrad Barrick graduated from West Seneca West High School prior to military service / After his Honorable
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Discharge, Barrrick went to work for the Westinghouse Electric Corp in Cheektowaga until 1964 / Conrad Barrick
became a correction officer at Wende Correctional Facility until his retirement / Barrick was a member of the
West Seneca Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) for many years / Conrad L. Barrick passed away at
the age of 78 years old on 9 January 2022

The “B” Battery, 3rd Missile Battalion, 1st ADA Regiment was one of the Nike missile batteries that made up the
Pittsburgh Air Defense / These batteries were armed with the Nike Ajax, the world’s first operational guided
Surface-to-Air Missile / The Nike Ajax had a range of around 30 miles and a ceiling of 70,000 feet
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Neme: BEAN Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
DE ALTON C.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:

De Alton C. Bean honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

De Alton C. Bean passed away on 27 October 2024 at the age of 85 years old
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West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

) D . . .
Name: BEITER Killed in Vietnam Hometown: ~WEST SENECA

ROGER J.
Address: 136 WESTCLIFF DRIVE

Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered: 1964
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS. Rank: PFC

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Private First-Class Roger J. Beiter honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / PFC Roger Beiter died in
the crash of an Air Force Military Transport on 25 June 1965

A westbound military flight, utilizing a Boeing C-135A Stratolifter transport (60-0373), originated at McGuire Air
Force Base in New Jersey and was bound for the island of Okinawa, via El Toro Marine Corps Air Station in Santa
Ana, Orange County, California, and Hickam Air Force Base near Honolulu, Hawaii / Carrying 72 U.S. Marines
Corps members and manned by a crew of 12 Air Force servicemen, the aircraft, the military derivative of the
four-engine Boeing B707 jetliner, took off at 1:35 a.m. into thick fog and light drizzle from Runway 34R at El
Toro / The aircraft had reached an altitude of about 1,000 feet when it failed to make a prescribed left turn and
continued on its northward course, smashing into Loma Ridge while flying at an estimated 300 mph / The jet
impacted the 1,300-foot hill at a point approximately 150 feet below its crest and disintegrated into flames,
scattering wreckage and bodies over a mile-wide portion of the 93,000-acre Irvine Ranch / All 84 persons,
including Private First-Class Roger J. Beiter, aboard were killed / Due to the heavy fog and low overcast, the
crash site wasn't located by search and rescue members until over four hours after the plane went down / The
exact cause of the crash remains undetermined

Base Assignments:

Parris Island, South Carolina - Marine Corps Recruit Depot (MCRD) Parris Island is a Marine Corps. military
installation located within Port Royal, South Carolina. MCRD Parris Island was established on 1 November 1915
and designated for the training of enlisted Marines. Male recruits living east of the Mississippi River and female
recruits from all over the United States report to Parris Island to receive their initial training.

Camp Leleune, North Carolina - Constructed in May 1941, Camp LeJeune is a Marine Corps. amphibious assault
training facility located in Jacksonville, North Carolina. The camps is also the home of the Marine Corps
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York

Expeditionary Forces in Readiness.

Miscelleaneous:

Roger Beiter was a graduate of Queen of Heaven School and was enrolled as a Freshman at Canisius College at
the time of his enlistment / Rodger J. Beiter passed away on 25 June 1965 at the age of 18 years old and is
interred at Mount Calvary Cemetery, Cheektowaga, New York

The Boeing C-135 Stratolifter is a transport aircraft derived from the prototype Boeing 367-80 jet airliner in the
early 1950s / It has a narrower fuselage and is shorter than the commercial 707 airliner / Since the first one was
built in August 1956, the C-135 and its variants have been a fixture of the United States Air Force / The C-135A
had seating for 126 passengers and powered by four J-57-P-59W engines
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West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: BETTINGER Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
JAMES J.

Address: COVINGTON DRIVE
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1973
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: SGT

Year Discharged: 1976
Unit / Squadron:

DAVID GRANT MEDICAL CENTER
Medals / Citations:

GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Sergeant James J. Bettinger honorably served in the United States Air Force / SGT James Bettinger was stationed
at the David Grant Medical Center, Travis Air Force Base where he worked in a laboratory involved in blood
testing and mircobiology

Base Assignments:

Lackland AFB, San Antonia, Texas - Construction on Lackland Air Force Base began on 15 June 1941, and was
originally part of Kelly Field / On 3 Feb 1948, the facility was named Lackland AFB after Brigadier General Frank
Lackland, who was commissioned into the regular Army after serving in the National Guard, District of Columbia
/ Lackland is best known for its role in being the sole location for U.S. Air Force enlisted Basic Military Training
(BMT) for the active duty Regular Air Force, Air Force Reserve and Air National Guard

Sheppard AFB, Texas - The base, located near Witchita Falls, was is named in honor of Senator John Morris
Sheppard of Texas (1875-1941), chairman of the Senate Military Affairs Committee from 1933 until his death on
9 April 1941. Senator Sheppard helped lead the fight for military preparedness before the attack on Pearl Harbor
/ It was officially opened as a United States Army Air Corps training center on 17 October 1941, following the
arrival of the first military members on 14 June. As the Army Air Corps became the Army Air Forces, facilities
were completed sufficiently to allow the first class of 22 aviation mechanics to enter training that October; the
class graduated 23 February 1942 / Sheppard Field reached its peak strength of 46,340 people while serving as a
separation center for troops being discharged following World War Il from September through November 1945 /
Communications, refrigeration, air conditioning, and power production operator and repairman training were
transferred to Sheppard in 1959
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Travis AFB, Fairfield, California - Originally named Fairfield-Suisun Army Air Base, construction began on Travis in
1942 / In October 1942, the War Department assigned the base to the Air Transport Command with the primary
mission during World War Il to ferry aircraft and supplies to the Pacific Theater / On 1 May 1949, the Strategic
Air Command (SAC) became the parent major command for Travis AFB with the Military Air Transport Service
(MATS) resuming command of Travis AFB on 1 July 1958 / In 1992, with the reorganization of the Air Force
following the end of the Cold War, Military Airlift Command (MAC) was inactivated and Travis came under the
control of the newly-established Air Mobility Command (AMC)

Miscelleaneous:

James J. Bettinger graduated from West Seneca West Senior High School and attended Canisius College in Bufalo
prior to enlisting in the Air Force / After his Honorable Discharge from the military, Bettinger remained in
California, attending Fresno State University from 1977 thru 1979 receiving his Bachelor of Science Degree in the
field of Microbiology / From 1980 until his retirement in 2010, Bettinger was a Clinical Laboratory Scientist and
Microbiologist at Fresno Veterans Medical Center in California

David Grant USAF Medical Center (DGMC) - 60th Medical Group, Travis AFB is the U.S. Air Force’s largest
medical center in the continental United States and serves military beneficiaries throughout eight western states
/ Itis a fully accredited hospital with a National Quality Approval gold seal by the Joint Commission, and serves
more than 500,000 Department of Defense and Department of Veterans Affairs Northern California Health Care
System eligible beneficiaries in the immediate San Francisco-Sacramento vicinity from 17 counties covering
40,000 square miles / DGMC is named in honor of Dr. (Maj. Gen.) David Norvell Walker Grant, USAAF, MC (1891-
1964), the first Surgeon General of the U.S. Army Air Corps and U.S. Army Air Forces / The medical center first
opened its doors to patients on 1 July 1943 as the 4167th Station Hospital at Fairfield-Suisun Army Air Field /
After V-J Day, the primary mission of the AAF Station Hospital was to provide medical care for the station
complement and transient personnel, and to perform routine examinations prior to the transfer to separation
centers / On 1 July 1966, the USAF Hospital at Travis AFB was designated David Grant USAF Medical Center in
honor of the late Major General (Dr.) David Norvell Walker Grant / DGMC encompasses 808,475 net square feet
with 3,662 rooms and is staffed to operate 84 inpatient beds (expandable to 176), 16 aeromedical staging facility
beds (expandable to 40) and 52 dental treatment rooms in the adjacent Arthur J. Sachsel Dental Clinic / DGMC
operates one of six Air Force Clinical Investigation Facilities, working on medical innovation to improve care for
the warfighter and the nation / Summaries from the DGMC research focus on critical care, trauma resuscitation,
long-term health after combat and the cardiac effects of energy drinks are posted for viewing by the Air Force
Medical Service

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Name: BETZ Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
CARL J.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:
Carl J. Betz honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

After his Honorable Discharge from the US Army, Carl Betz went to work for Quad/Quebecor/Arcata, retiring
with over 40 years with the company / Carl J. Betz passed away on 2 August 2023
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West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: BIALKOWSKI Killed in Vietnam
JOHN J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 46  EASTWOOD DRIVE

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1965
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: CN

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

NAVAL MOBILE CONSTUCTION BATTALION 11 (NMCB11)
3RD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION (NC) BRIGADE (BDE), UNITED STATES NAVAL FORCES VIETNAM

(USNAVFORYV)
Medals / Citations:
PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL COMBAT ACTION RIBBON
PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS
NAVY EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM
Service Notes:

Constructionman John Joseph Bialkowski honorably served in the United States Navy / CN John Bialkowski
served with the Seabees and was deployed to Vietnam in April 1967 as an Electrician / Seabee CN John L.

Bialkowski was Killed in Action on 24 June 1967 from enemy fire, causing his truck to crash, in Quang Tri
Province, South Vietham

The battalion of CN John Bialkowski was based at Dong Ha which was about ten miles from the DMZ and North
Vietnam where his battalion was shelled many times with artillery and rockets / On 24 June 1967, CN John

Bialkowski was part of a four-man trash truck detail dumping trash at Don Ha Combat Base dump when he was
run over by a dump truck, reportedly during enemy shelling of the base / He was fatally injured in the incident

Bialkowski trained as a Construction Electrician (Power Lineman).
Base Assignments:

Great Lakes Training Center, lllinois - Home of the United States Navy's only boot camp, located near North
Chicago, in Lake County, Illinois / Naval Station Great Lakes is the second largest military installation in Illinois
and the largest training station in the Navy
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Davisville, Rhode Island - was formerly the home of the Davisville Naval Construction Battalion Center, which
housed the United States Navy's SeaBees / The Navy acquired the property in 1939 and built Naval Air Station
Quonset Point / In 1942, adjoining properties were developed for training Seabees, including the Naval
Construction Battalion Center (NCBC) at Davisville / After World War Il, the Naval Air Station remained in
operation, but the NCBC was inactive until 1951, when the site was designated Headquarters, NCBC / The Naval
Air Station was decommissioned in 1974.

Miscelleaneous:

John Bialkowski was a graduate of West Seneca Senior High School and attended Erie County Technical Institute
before joining the Navy in December 1965 / John Joseph Bialkowski was 21 years of age at the time of his
passing and is interred at Holy Cross Cemetery, Lackawanna, New York

John Joseph Bialkowski is honored on the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial in Washington D.C. - Name inscribed at
VVM Wall, Panel 22e, Line 56

A Seabee is a member of the United States Naval Construction Forces (NCF) / The word "Seabee" comes from
the initials "CB", which in turn comes from the term "Construction Battalion" / The Seabees have a history of
building bases, bulldozing and paving thousands of miles of roadway and airstrips, and accomplishing countless
other construction projects in a wide variety of military theaters dating back to World War |l

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Combat Action Ribbon is a high precedence United States Navy, United States Coast Guard, and United
States Marine Corps military decoration awarded to United States sea service members "who have actively
participated in ground or surface combat" / Coast Guardsmen, Navy sailors, and Marines active in clandestine,
stealth or special operations are deemed eligible for consideration of the award / The Combat Action Ribbon is
awarded when there is evidence that the Sailor/Marine engaged the enemy, was under hostile fire, or was
physically attacked by the enemy / The service member must have demonstrated satisfactory performance
under enemy fire while actively participating in a ground or surface engagement

2016 WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring All Vietnam War
and

Vietnam Era Veterans

| % | 1 November 1955 - 30 April 1975 l | | | ||

West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The Navy Expeditionary Medal is a military award of the United States Navy which was established in August
1936 / The General Orders of the Department of the Navy which established the medal states, "The medal will
be awarded, to the officers and enlisted men of the Navy who shall have actually landed on foreign territory and
engaged in operations against armed opposition, or operated under circumstances which, after full
consideration, shall be deemed to merit special recognition and for which service no campaign medal has been
awarded" / The Navy Expeditionary Medal was retroactively authorized to February 12, 1874

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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. D o . .
Name: BOERSCHIG Killed in Vietnam Hometown: ~WEST SENECA
GARY L.
Address: 884 MILL ROAD

Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1968
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: PO2

Year Discharged: 1971
Unit / Squadron:

USS INDEPENDENCE (CV/CVA-62)
ELECTRONIC ATTACK SQUADRON 133 (VAQ-133)

Medals / Citations:

AIRCREWMAN WINGS GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL
SQUADRON UNIT CITATION

L] Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Petty Officer Second Class Gary L. Boerschig honorably served in the United States Navy / PO2 Gary Boerschig
was assigned to the flight crew aboard a Grumman HU-16 Albatross as a radioman and flew rescue and
goodwill missions to the Marianna and Marshall Island chains / PO2 Boerschig also flew Air-Sea Rescue missions
while stationed at NAS Agana / As an Aviation Electronics Technician (AT-2), Petty Officer Boerschig perform
maintenance on aviation electronics systems, which included: communications, radar, navigation,
antisubmarine warfare sensors, electronic warfare, data link, fire control and tactical displays

Base Assignments:

Naval Air Station (N.A.S.) Agana, Guam - Former Japanese Military Field recaptured by American forces in 1944
and renamed Agana Airfield / After being repaired in October 1944, the United States Army Air Forces Seventh
Air Force used the airfield as a base for the 11th Bombardment Group, which flew B-24 Liberator bombers from

the station / In 1947, the USAAF turned over the airfield to the United States Navy / Naval Air Station Agana was
closed in 1993

Naval Air Station Alameda, California - Naval air station facilities were constructed in 1940 for two carrier air
wings, five seaplane squadrons and two utility squadrons / In April 1942, the USS Hornet (CV-8) loaded at
Alameda the 16 B-25 aircraft that would take part in the Doolittle Raid on Japan / The base was the focus for
northern California United States Navy Reserve drill after 1961 / Runways were lengthened for jet aircraft, and
the airport was renamed Nimitz Field in 1967 following the death of Admiral Chester W. Nimitz / Nuclear
powered aircraft carriers were home ported at Alameda into the 1990s / NAS Alameda was closed on 25 April
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1997

Miscelleaneous:

Gary Boerschig was a graduate of West Seneca West Senior High School / Prior to military service, Boerschig
attended Roberts Wesleyan College for three years and worked at Hanna Furnace during the summer breaks /
After an honorable discharge, Gary Boerschig went to work at Allied Chemical as a Chemical Operator and
Welder until his retirement in 1982 / Gary retrained and received his Associate in Applied Science (A.A.S.) degree
as an Electrical Engineer Technician from Erie Community College

The fifth USS Independence (CV/CVA-62) was an aircraft carrier of the United States Navy and and entered
service in 1959 as the fourth and final member of the Forrestal class of conventionally powered supercarriers /
Independence made a single tour off the coast of Vietnam in 1965 during the Vietnam War, and also carried out
airstrikes against Syrian forces during the Lebanese Civil War and operations over Iraq during Operation
Southern Watch, the enforcement of the no-fly zone over southern Iragq / The USS Independence was
decommissioned in 1998 after 39 years of active service.

Electronic Attack Squadron 133 (VAQ-133) was established 4 March 1969 at Naval Air Station Alameda,
California. The squadron originally flew the EKA-3B Skywarrior / Following the 2012-2013 deployment of Carrier
Air Wing 9 onboard USS John C. Stennis, VAQ-133 was reassigned to Carrier Air Wing Eight based aboard USS
George H.W. Bush

The Grumman HU-16 Albatross is a large twin—radial engine amphibious flying boat that was used by the United
States Air Force (USAF), the U.S. Navy (USN) and the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), primarily as a search and rescue
aircraft / It was also employed as an operational support aircraft worldwide and for missions from the former
NAS Agana, Guam during the Vietham War / Goodwill flights were also common to the surrounding Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands in the early 1970s

The Aircrewman Badge, commonly known as Wings, is a qualification badge of the United States military that is
awarded by all five branches of armed services to personnel who serve as crew members on board military
aircraft / The badge is intended to recognize the training and qualifications required by aircrew of military
aircraft / In order to qualify as an aircrew member and receive the Aircrew Badge, such personnel typically
undergo advanced training in aircraft in-flight support roles

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses

A Unit Citation is a formal, honorary mention by high authority of a military unit's specific and outstanding
performance, notably in battle / Similar mentions can also be made for individual soldiers / Alternatively or
concurrently, the unit can be awarded an honorary title, a mention on the flag or a decoration
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Neme: BOMMER [ Killed in Vietnam
GERALD L.

Hometown: ~ WEST SENECA
Address:
L Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: MSGT rear Entered:

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Master Sergeant Gerald L. Bommer honorably served in the United States Air Force / MSGT Gerald Bommer was

assigned as a Flight Engineer for 32 years with multiple deployments beginning in Vietnam through the Gulf
Wars and Operation Desert Shield/Storm

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Gerald L Bommer passed away on 26 February 2017 at the age of 82 years old and is interred at Saint Mary of
the Assumption Cemetery, Lancaster, New York
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Name: BORYSZEWSKI Killed in Vietnam
STEPHEN J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address: 51 TINDLE
[ Vietnam Era

Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1968
Service Branch: MARINE CORP. Rank: LCPL

Year Discharged: KIA
Unit / Squadron:

H CO, 2ND BATTALION, 1ST FIRST MARINE DIVISION (MARDIV), Il MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCES

(MAF)
Medals / Citations:
PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS
MARINE CORPS PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION COMBAT ACTION RIBBON
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE MARINE CORPS EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM
Service Notes:

Lance Corporal Stephen J. Boryszewski honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / LCPL Stephen
Boryszewski was deployed to Vietnam on 10 November 1968 as a Rifleman / LCpl Boryszewski was Killed in

Action on 10 April 1969 from fragmentation wounds suffered when an enemy land mine exploded in Quang
Nam Province, South Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Parris Island, South Carolina - Marine Corps Recruit Depot (MCRD) Parris Island is a Marine Corps. military
installation located within Port Royal, South Carolina. MCRD Parris Island was established on 1 November 1915
and designated for the training of enlisted Marines. Male recruits living east of the Mississippi River and female
recruits from all over the United States report to Parris Island to receive their initial training

Miscelleaneous:

Stephen Boryszewski was a 1967 graduate of South Park High School and worked for the National Aniline
Division of Allied Chemical Corporation / Boryszewski enlisted into the Marine Corps in May 1968 / Stephen J.

Boryszewski was 19 years of age at the time of his death and is interred at Holy Cross Cemetery, Lackawanna,
New York
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Stephen J. Boryszewski is honored on the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial in Washington D.C. - Name inscribed at
VVM Wall, Panel 27w, Line 47

Infantryman or Rifleman refers to soldiers moving and fighting on foot, armed with hand weapons such as rifles,
machine guns, grenades, mortars, etc.

2nd Battalion, 1st Marines (2/1) is an infantry battalion in the United States Marine Corps based in Camp Horno
on Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, California / Nicknamed "The Professionals," the battalion consists of
approximately 1,200 Marines and Sailors / Normally they fall under the command of the 1st Marine Regiment
and the 1st Marine Division / The battalion was activated 1 August 1922, at Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic,
as the 2nd Battalion, 1st Regiment and was assigned to the 2nd Brigade / The battalion played a role in the
occupation of the Dominican Republic, after which it was deactivated on 20 July 1924 / The battalion was
reactivated 1 March 1941, at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as the 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines and was assigned to the
1st Marine Division of the Fleet Marine Force / The unit was again deactivated on 14 June 1941 / The unit was
reactivated 11 February 1942, and assigned to the 1st Marine Division, which deployed in July 1942 to
Wellington, New Zealand / The battalion participated in numerous campaigns in the Pacific Theater of WWII, the
first of these was the Guadalcanal Campaign / They later participated in the Battle of Peleliu and Battle of
Okinawa / the Korean War the battalion fought at Inchon-Seoul, Chosin Reservoir, the East Central Front, and
the Western Front / After the war, the unit aided in the defense of the Korean Demilitarized Zone / During the
Vietnam War, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines was deployed to South Vietnam in November 1965 and participated in
major operations and battles until May, 1971 / In June 1971, the 2/1 was relocated to Camp Pendleton,
California / The mission of the 2d Battalion, First Marine Division (MARDIV) is to locate and destroy the enemy
by fire and maneuver or repels the enemy's assault by fire and close combat / The Battalion conducts combat
readiness focused training and education across all warfighting functions in preparation for employment as a
ground combat element in support of operational requirements

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
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medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941

The Combat Action Ribbon (colloquially "CAR"), is a high precedence United States Navy, United States Coast
Guard, and United States Marine Corps military decoration awarded to United States sea service members "who
have actively participated in ground or surface combat" / Coast Guardsmen, Navy sailors, and Marines active in
clandestine, stealth or special operations are deemed eligible for consideration of the award / The U.S. Navy first
authorized the Combat Action Ribbon on 17 February 1969 / The CAR is awarded to members of the Navy and
Marine Corps with a rank no higher than captain and colonel, respectively

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal is a military award of the United States Marine Corps / It was established
on 8 May 1919 as the Marine Corps Expeditionary Ribbon / To be awarded the Marine Corps Expeditionary
Medal, a Marine must have engaged in a landing on foreign territory, participated in combat operations against
an opposing force, or participated in a designated operation for which no other service medal is authorized /
After 1961, some commands permitted eligible personnel to choose between the Marine Corps Expeditionary
Medal, or the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, depending on the nature of the operation in question

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: BOSSMAN Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA

PETER R.
Address: 84 BRIANWOOD DRIVE

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
Year Entered: 1963

Service Branch: NAVY Rank: HM3
Year Discharged: MIA

Unit / Squadron:

USNAVFORYV, HELICOPTER MINE COUNTERMEASURES SQUADRON 363, MARINE AIR GROUP 16

Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL COMBAT ACTION RIBBON
AVIATOR BADGE NAVY PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION
VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS NAVY EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Hospitalman Third-Class Peter Robert Bossman honorably served in the United States Navy / HM Peter Bossman
was deployed to Vietnam as a Hospitalman / HM3 Peter Bossman was declared Missing in Action on 25
September 1966 when the helicopter he was onboard was hit by enemy groundfire and crashed in Quang Tri
Province, South Vietham

On 25 September 1966 a UH-34D (BuNo 148776) belonging to HMM-161 launched on a night medical
evacuation mission in support of a Marine unit that had suffered causalities and was engaged in heavy combat
along Highway 9 in the jungle covered mountains during Operation Prairie / The weather was good with a very
bright full moon / Four Marine aircrewmen from HMM-161 and a Navy Corpsman (HM3 Peter Bossman)
assigned to HMM-265 were aboard the aircraft / HM3 Bossman's UH-34 helicopter was hit in flight by an
artillery shell, broke up, and crashed in flames / The incident was witnessed by crewmen in the escorting
gunships from a distance of about 75 yards / Ground troops were able to reach the aircraft wreckage and were
able to recover two badly burned bodies but no other remains / Although assault, medevac, and gunship
helicopters regularly flew in areas being subjected to friendly artillery fire, this incident is the only documented
case of a Marine helicopter being struck in flight by friendly fire / The crew of the UH34 was listed as killed, body
not recovered including HM3 Peter Bossman who is listed as Missing In Action

Highway 9 was a primary east-west road that ran from the South Viethamese-Laos border nearly to the
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coastline where it intersected Highway 1, the primary north-south road that paralleled the coastline nearly the

entire length of Vietnam / Highway 9 became a major part of the North Vietnamese infiltration route once they
crossed into South Vietnam from the infamous Ho Chi Minh Trail

Base Assignments:

Great Lakes Training Center - home of the United States Navy's only boot camp, located near North Chicago, in
Lake County, Illinois / Naval Station Great Lakes is the second largest military installation in Illinois and the
largest training station in the Navy

Miscelleaneous:

Peter Bossman graduated from the West Seneca Central High School in 1962 and enlisted in the Navy in 1963 /
Peter Robert Bossman was 21 years of age at the time of his passing

Hospital Corpsman Third Class Bossman is memorialized on the Courts of the Missing at the National Memorial
Cemetery of the Pacific

Peter Robert Bossman is honored on the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial in Washington D.C. - Name inscribed at
VVM Wall, Panel 11e, Line 12

Hospitalmen (HM) perform duties as assistants in the prevention and treatment of disease and injury, including
medical aid and preventive medicine procedures; assist with physical examinations; provide patient care and the
administration of Medicinals and parenteral solutions; perform general laboratory, pharmacy, and other patient
support services; assist in the administrative supply and accounting procedures within medical departments
ashore, afloat, and with the Marine Corps; serve as sole medical personnel or battlefield Corpsman while
assigned to field/operational units; perform tactical casualty combat care (TCCC); instruct medical and non-
medical personnel in medical aid, self-aid, personal hygiene, and health records maintenance and assist in the
transportation of the sick and injured; assist in the maintenance of environmental health standards; and are
prepared to assist in the prevention and treatment of chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, and explosive
(CBRNE) casualties and other contingencies

One of the earliest helicopters employed in Southeast Asia, and the primary Marine Corps helicopter used during
the early years of the war, was the Sikorsky UH34D Seahorse / This aircraft was already quite old when they
arrived in the battle zone, however, both the US and South Viethamese military found them to be extremely
effective throughout the war

SNAVFORYV (United States Naval Forces Vietnam) / During the Vietnam War, the U.S. Navy deployed various units
to support operations in the region / One such unit was Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron 363 (HM-
363), which was part of Marine Air Group 16 / Their mission was to conduct mine countermeasures using
helicopters, specifically the MH-53E Sea Dragon / These helicopters were designed to detect and neutralize naval
mines, ensuring safe passage for ships and other naval vessels

Marine Aircraft Group 16 (MAG-16) is a United States Marine Corps aviation unit based at Marine Corps Air
Station Miramar / The group falls under the command of the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing and the | Marine
Expeditionary Force / The mission of MAG-16 is to provide air support to Marine Air-Ground Task Force
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commanders / Marine Helicopter Transport Group 16 (MAG(HR)-16) was commissioned on 1 March 1952 at
Marine Corps Air Facility Santa Ana, California / MAG-16 was the first helicopter group established in the Marine
Corps

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Combat Action Ribbon (colloquially "CAR"), is a high precedence United States Navy, United States Coast
Guard, and United States Marine Corps military decoration awarded to United States sea service members "who
have actively participated in ground or surface combat" / Coast Guardsmen, Navy sailors, and Marines active in
clandestine, stealth or special operations are deemed eligible for consideration of the award / The U.S. Navy first
authorized the Combat Action Ribbon on 17 February 1969 / The CAR is awarded to members of the Navy and
Marine Corps with a rank no higher than captain and colonel, respectively

A United States Aviator Badge refers to three types of aviation badges issued by the United States Armed Forces,
those being for Air Force, Army, and Naval (to include Marine and Coast Guard) aviation / Air Force Pilot and
Army Aviator Badges are issued in three ratings: Basic, Senior, and Command (Air Force)/Master (Army) / The
higher degrees are denoted by a star or star with wreath above the badge. Air Force regulations state that the
basic rating denotes completion of specified training and that the advanced ratings denote experience levels /
The Naval Aviator Badge is issued to pilots upon designation as a Naval Aviator for Navy, Marine Corps, and
Coast Guard aviators who successfully complete flight training / There is a single badge design regardless of an
individual’s further qualifications

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
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Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The Navy Expeditionary Medal is a military award of the United States Navy which was established in August
1936 / The General Orders of the Department of the Navy which established the medal states, "The medal will
be awarded, to the officers and enlisted men of the Navy who shall have actually landed on foreign territory and
engaged in operations against armed opposition, or operated under circumstances which, after full
consideration, shall be deemed to merit special recognition and for which service no campaign medal has been
awarded" / The Navy Expeditionary Medal was retroactively authorized to February 12, 1874

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: BRACIAK [ Killed in Vietnam
JAMES

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered:
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank:SGT

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:

Sergeant James Braciak honorably served in the United States Air Force / SGT James Braciak was stationed at
Cape Cod Air Force Station, Massachusetts

Base Assignments:

Cape Cod Air Force Station - Located in Flatrock Hill, Massachusetts, the facility's primary mission is controlling
and maintaining the Raytheon AN/FPS-123 PAVE PAWS installation to track space debris, intercontinental
ballistic missiles, and submarine-launched ballistic missiles / Its secondary mission is tracking Earth-orbiting

objects such as the International Space Station, any object that deviates from its known orbit, or any new
orbiting objects.

Miscelleaneous:

James Braciak was an accountant working for several firms, before joing Northrup Grumman until his retirement
/ On 1 April 2021, James Braciak passed away at the age of 75 years
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Name: BRODNICKI [ Killed in Vietnam
DAVID R.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1965
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: CPL
Year Discharged: 1967

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Corporal David R. Brodnicki honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

David R. Brodnicki was a member of the Sheet Metal Workers, Local 71, for more than 50 years / Brodnicki was

an avid hunter and served as a youth soccer coach / David R. Brodnicki passed away at the age of 77 on
December 19, 2020
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Name: BROWN Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
RONALD F.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM
Service Notes:
Ronald F. Brown honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Ronald F. Brown passed away at the age of 75 on 29 April 2021
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Name: BROWN [ Killed in Vietnam
RONALD F.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:

[ Vietnam Era

Vietnam War Veteran

Year Entered:

Service Bran&h: ARMY Rank: SP4
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth-Class Ronald F. Brown honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to
Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Ronald F. Brown passed away on 29 April 2021 at the age of 75 years old

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has

2016 WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring All Vietnam War

and

Vietnam Era Veterans

1 November 1955 - 30 April 1975
West Seneca
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the

present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

Town of West Seneca, New York
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Name: BRUDZ [ Killed in Vietnam
DANIEL J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era
U Vietnam war Veteran
Service Bran&h: ARMY Rank: E-4 vear Entered: 1966
Year Discharged: 1968
Unit / Squadron:
US ARMY SIGNAL CORPS
BRAVO COMPANY, 304TH SIGNAL BATTALION

Medals / Citations:
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (M-14 RIFLE) NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL
[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Specialist Fourth-Class Daniel John Brudz honorably served in the United States Army / SP4 Daniel Brudz was
deployed to South Korea for 16 months active duty and served as a Radio Relay and Carrier Attendant

SP4 Daniel Brudz received his Honorable Discharge from the US Army on 8 February 1968

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Daniel John Brudz passed away on 21 November 2020

The United States Army Signal Corps was established in 1860 and was used in World War |l to coordinate swift
and accurate communication for air, ground, and naval units required more sophisticated technology and service
/The Signal Corps develops, tests, provides, and manages communications and information systems support for
the command and control of combined arms forces / The Signal Corps pioneered in the development of radar to
detect approaching aircraft as well as mobile communications and deciphering machines / In addition to its
primary role in military transmissions, the unit also played a key role in producing training films for army and
civilian personnel, and documenting combat missions / During World War Il, noted Hollywood producers,
directors, and photographers (such as Darryl Zanuck, Frank Capra, John Huston, and George Stevens) all served

in the Signal Corps

The 304th Signal Battalion was constituted on 29 July 1921 and allotted to the IV Corps Area / It was organized
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in March 1922 in Atlanta, Georgia / In 1945, the 304th, with augmentation from the 2201st, operated the Army
Signal Center for all operations in the Philippines controlled by the 8th Army / In 1950, during the Korean War,
the 304th Expeditionary Signal Battalion-Enhanced was deployed to the Republic of Korea / The unit's mission
provided tactical communications support to United Nations Command, Combined Forces Command, U.S. Forces
Korea, Eighth Army, and non-DOD U.S. Government organizations within the Korean peninsula / The battalion is
currently located at USAG Humphreys 45 miles south of Seoul / Serving proudly in the Republic of Korea since
the start of the Korean War in 1950, the unit served in all ten campaigns of the war and received three
Meritorious Unit Commendations / The battalion's motto is "Pret, Toujours Pret!" or "Ready, Always Ready!"

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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WeSt Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York

Neme: BRUTCHER [ Killed in Vietnam
RICHARD E.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:

Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

Year Entered:

Service Bran&h: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Richard E. Brutcher honorably served in the United States Army National Guard

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Richard Brutcher retired from General Motors after 30 years / Richard Brutcher was a past chief and member of
the U-Crest Volunteer Fire Company for 48 years / Richard E. Brutcher passed away on 25 October 2024 at the
age of 78 years old and is interred at Holy Cross Cemetery, Lackawanna, New York

The Army National Guard (ARNG) is an organized militia force and a federal military reserve force of the United
States Army / It is simultaneously part of two different organizations: the Militia of the United States (consisting
of the ARNG of each state, most territories, and the District of Columbia), as well as the federal ARNG, as part of
the National Guard as a whole (which includes the Air National Guard) / It is divided into subordinate units
stationed in each state or insular area, responsible to their respective governors or other head-of-government
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Name: BUCOLO Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
MICHAEL M.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

John Michael Bucolo honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

John Bucolo retired from the United States Postal Service / John Michael Bucolo passed away on 15 December
2025 at the age of 84 years old
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Name: BUDNEY Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
RONALD T.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP4
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth-Class Ronald T. Budney honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to
Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Name: BUKOWSKI Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
JOHN L.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:

John L. Bukowski honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

John Bukowski was a member of the American Legion Post #0721 in South Buffalo / Bukowski worked for
Republic Steel / John L. Bukowski passed away on 13 April 2020
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Name:  CAIN Killed in Vietnam Hometown: WEST SENECA
GREGORY J.
Address: WOODWARD COURT
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered:

Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: A1C

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM
Service Notes:

Airman First-Class Gregory Jack Cain honorably served in the United States Air Force / A1C Gregory Cain was
deployed to Vietnam from 1967 through 1968 and was assigned to the Combat Security Police

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Combat Security Police (CSP) was a first of its kind Air Force light infantry unit with specialized training in both air
base defense and offensive operations / It was created in 1967 as part of “Operation Safeside” to better protect
US air bases in Vietnam / CSP were trained as Air Force "Rangers" and were equipped to function as a quick
reaction force should an air base come under attack, or as a seek and destroy unit which could set ambushes to
destroy enemy infiltrators outside or on the perimeter of a base / The creation of CSP was a response to well-
planned attacks by organized guerilla raiding parties on three of the major air bases in Vietnam
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) D . . .
Name:  CARL Killed in Vietnam Hometown: WEST SENECA

WILLIAM E.
Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1967
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: COL
Year Discharged: 1988

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:
BRONZE STAR MEDAL W/ OAK LEAF VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL
VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL W/60 DEVICE ARMED FORCES RESERVE MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Colonel William Ernest Carl honorably served in the United States Army / Colonel Carl entered the New York
National Guard on 1 April 1967 and was called up for 24 months of active duty, which included 18 months in
Vietnam as a Unit Tank Commander / Carl was honorably discharged from active duty in April of 1969, and

continued in the Army National Guard for 19 years, totaling 21 years of service to our country / Colonel William
Carl was awarded the Bronze Star for meritorious service in a combat zone

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

After his Honorable Discharge from active duty, William Carl entered the workforce as a manager for Firestone
and, after retiring from there, found a new role as a school bus driver in Buffalo / William Ernest Carl passed

away on 12 November 2024 at the age of 93 years old and is interred at St. Matthews Cemetery, West Seneca,
New York

The Army National Guard (ARNG) is an organized militia force and a federal military reserve force of the United
States Army / It is simultaneously part of two different organizations: the Militia of the United States (consisting
of the ARNG of each state, most territories, and the District of Columbia), as well as the federal ARNG, as part of
the National Guard as a whole (which includes the Air National Guard) / It is divided into subordinate units
stationed in each state or insular area, responsible to their respective governors or other head-of-government

The Bronze Star Medal (BSM) is a is the fourth-highest individual military award and the ninth-highest by order
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of precedence in the United States Armed Forces / The Bronze Star is awarded to members of the United States
Armed Forces for either heroic achievement, heroic service, meritorious achievement, or meritorious service in a
combat zone / When the medal is awarded by the Army and Air Force for acts of valor in combat, the "V" Device
is authorized for wear on the medal

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietnam War

The Armed Forces Reserve Medal (AFRM) is a service medal of the United States Armed Forces that has existed
since 1950 / The medal recognizes service performed by members of the reserve components and is awarded to
both officers and enlisted personnel

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: CASTANZA Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
RALPH
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Ralph Castanza honorably served in the United States Marine Corps and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Ralph Castanza Started working as a Mechanic at Penny's Auto Center and moved into Management at Advance

Auto Parts / Castanza moved to Clayton, North Carolina after his retirement / Ralph Castanza passed away on 20
May 2025 at the age of 78 years old
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Vvestseneca Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: CASTIGLIONE [ Killed in Vietnam
PAUL

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

Year Entered: 1966

Service Branéh: NAVY Rank: BM3
Year Discharged: 1972
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Boatswain's Mate Third-Class Paul Castiglione honorably served in the United States Navy / BM3 Paul
Castiglione served for 6 years

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

A Boatswain's Mate Third-Class (BM3) in the U.S. Navy is a petty officer third class and plays a vital role
responsible for a wide range of duties, including supervising the maintenance of the ship, managing deck
operations, and ensuring the safety of the crew / BMs are trained in seamanship, navigation, and shipboard

safety, and they play a key role in the daily operations of a naval vessel / This position is known for its rich history
and honored traditions within the Navy

2016 WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring All Vietnam War

and

Vietnam Era Veterans

| E@ | 1 November 1955 - 30 April 1975 l lll ||
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Name:  CIESLIK Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
MICHAEL C.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Michael C. Cieslik honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Michael C. Cieslik passed away on 23 August 2025 at the age of 79 years old
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Name: CLARK Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
ARTHUR J.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:
Arthur J. Clark honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Arthur J. Clark passed away on 30 October 2025 at the age of 89 years old
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Name: CLAY Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
JON A.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Jon A. Clay honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring All Vietnam War

and

Vietnam Era Veterans

| % | 1 November 1955 - 30 April 1975 l lll ||

West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Neame: COLEMAN Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
DAVID L.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
David L. Coleman honorably served in the United States Navy

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

David Coleman was a member of the Knights of Columbus, Father Baker Council #2243 / David L. Coleman

passed away on 20 May 2025 at the age of 89 years old and is interred at Holy Cross Cemetery, Lackawanna,
New York
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Name: COLLINGRIDGE Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
WAYNE M.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: A2C
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Airman Second Class Wayne M. Collingridge honorably served in the United States Air Force

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Wayne M. Collingridge passed away at the age of 79 years old on 9 May 2022
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Name: CONDIDA [ Killed in Vietnam
JOSEPH A.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1965
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: E-3
Year Discharged: 1968

Unit / Squadron:

1ST AIR CAVALRY DIVISION

Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL W/2 SERVICE STARS REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS WITH PALM 3 OVERSEAS BARS

ARMY SERVICE RIBBON MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: MARKSMAN (M-14 RIFLE)
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Private First-Class Joseph A. Condida honorably served in the United States Army / PFC Joseph Condida was

deployed to Vietnam as a Power Plant Operator/Mechanic during his three tours of Vietnam (19 1/2 months)
with the 1st Air Cavalry

PFC Joseph Condida was Honorably Discharged from the United States Army on 13 September 1968

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Joseph Condida was 100% disabled from exposure to Agent Orange during his service in Vietnam / Joseph A.
Condida passed away on 7 March 2017

The 1st Cavalry Division ("First Team") is a combined arms division and is one of the most decorated combat
divisions of the United States Army / It is based at Fort Hood, Texas and was formed in 1921, serving during
World War Il, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Persian Gulf War, with the Stabilization Force in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, in the Iraq War, in the War in Afghanistan and in Operation Freedom's Sentinel / The unit is unique
in that it has served as a horseback cavalry division until 1943, an infantry division, an air assault division and an
armored division during its existence / The 1st Air Cavalry was sent to Vietnam in 1965 and their first major
operation in Vietnam was to help relieve the Siege of Plei Me near Pleiku and the pursuit of the withdrawing
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People's Army of Vietnam (PAVN) which culminated in the Battle of la Drang / Because of that battle the division
earned the Presidential Unit Citation (US), the first unit to receive such in the war / In 1966, the division
attempted to root the communist Viet Cong (VC) and PAVN out of Binh Dinh Province with Operation Masher,
Operation Crazy Horse and Operation Thayer / 1967 was then spent conducting Operation Pershing, a large
scale search and destroy operation of PAVN/VC base areas in Il Corps in which 5,400 PAVN/VC soldiers were
killed and 2,000 captured / In 1970 the division took a defensive posture while US troops withdrawals continued
from Vietnam / On 29 April 1971 the bulk of the division was withdrawn to Fort Hood, Texas, but its 3rd Brigade
remained as one of the final two major US ground combat units in Vietnam, departing 29 June 1972 / In the
Vietnam War, the 1st Air Cavalry Division suffered more casualties than any other army division: 5,444 men
killed in action and 26,592 wounded in action

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Service stars were awarded to
all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietnam War

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961 / Gallantry Cross with
Palm: cited at the Armed Forces level

An Overseas Service Bar indicates a soldier has served six months of service in a combat zone / Service Bars are
cumulative, in that each bar worn indicates another six-month period / Time spent overseas is also cumulative,
meaning one bar could be earned for two separate deployments totaling six months

The Army Service Ribbon (ASR) is a military award of the United States Army and is awarded to all members of
the Regular (Active) Army, and Army National Guard and United States Army Reserve in an active reserve status,
for successful completion of initial-entry training, which for officers is considered to be successful completion of
their basic/orientation or higher-level course / Enlisted soldiers will be awarded the ribbon upon successful
completion of their initial military occupational specialty (MOS)-producing course

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
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achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Name: CONNORS Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
MICHAEL
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SGT
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant Michael Connors honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Michael Connors retired from the Veterans Administration
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Name: CONWALL Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
JAMES
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

James Conwell honorably served in the United States Navy and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

After his Honorable Discharge from the U.S. Navy, James Conwall was employed by the United States Post Office
for over 40 years / James "Jim" Conwall passed away on 18 April 2024 at the age of 79 years old
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Name: COTTER [ Killed in Vietnam
DANIEL E.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1957
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank: LCPL

Year Discharged: 1960
Unit / Squadron:

2ND MARINE DIVISION, FLEET MARINE FORCE
Medals / Citations:

MARINE CORPS GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:

Lance Corporal Daniel Edward Cotter honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / LCPL Daniel Cotter
was stationed at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina and assigned as a Radio Telegraph Operator

LCPL Daniel Cotter was Honorably Discharged from the U.S. Marine Corps on 5 February 1960, with reserve
obligations ending 6 February 1963

Base Assignments:

Camp Leleune, North Carolina - Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune is a 246-square-mile United States military
training facility in Jacksonville, North Carolina / Constructed in 1942, the base is named in honor of the 13th
Commandant of the Marine Corps, John A. Lejeune / Its 14 miles of beaches make the base a major area for
amphibious assault training, and its location between two deep-water ports (Wilmington and Morehead City)
allows for fast deployments / One of the satellite facilities of Camp Lejeune served for a while as a third boot
camp for the Marines, in addition to Parris Island and San Diego

Miscelleaneous:

Daniel Cotter was born in the Bronx, New York City, New York / Daniel Cotter worked at Worthington
Compressor for over 27 years before taking a job at Dupont as a Tedlar Division Specialist, retiring in 2003 /
Cotter was a member and Captain of the West Seneca Auxiliary Police for 40 years / Daniel Cotter was a member
and former Commandant of the Marine Corps League, Detachment 239 / Daniel Edward Cotter passed away on
13 April 2025 at the age of 87 years old and is interred at St. Matthew's Cemetery, West Seneca

A Radio Telegraph Operator operates and keeps in repair equipment used in radiotelegraph communications /
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Listens to telegraph signal, types message on form, and relays it to addressee by telephone or teletype /
Manipulates key to call ships or stations by code, and to send messages after acknowledgment / Monitors
emergency frequency for distress calls / Performs routine repairs and maintenance, such as changing tubes,
resistors, and transmitters

The 2nd Marine Division (2nd MARDIV) is a division of the United States Marine Corps, which forms the ground
combat element of the Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Il MEF) / The division is based at Marine Corps Base Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina / During World War II, the 2nd Marine Division (Headquarters) participated in
operations in the Pacific Theater of Operations: the Guadalcanal Campaign, in the Solomon Islands campaign,
the Battle of Tarawa, the Gilbert Islands campaign, the Battle of Saipan, the Battle of Tinian and the Battle of
Okinawa / The Division didn't take part in a major action again until 1958 when elements participated in the U.S.
intervention into the Lebanon crisis of 1958 / 2nd Marine Division units helped to reinforce Guantanamo Bay
during the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962 and landed in the Dominican Republic in 1965 as part of Operation Power
Pack / Other peacekeeping operations carried on by the Division include being part of the Multi National
Peacekeeping Force in Lebanon from August 1982 until February 1984 / The Division suffered the loss of 238
Marines and Sailors during the 1983 Beirut barracks bombing, plus 3 U.S. Army personnel attached to the unit

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: COUGHLIN [ Killed in Vietnam
WILLIAM R.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1962
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: PO

Year Discharged: 1965
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Petty Officer William R. Coughlin honorably served in the United States Navy

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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Name: CUNNINGHAM Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
ROBERT M.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Robert M. Cunningham honorably served in the United States Marine Corps

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Robert Cunningham retired from the Buffalo Sewer Authority / Robert M. Cunningham passed away on 27
November 2025
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Name: CURTIN [ Killed in Vietnam
PATRICK

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1967
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SGT

Year Discharged: 1970
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Sergeant Patrick Curtin honorably served in the United States Army and assigned to the Special Forces

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Patrick Curtin graduated from Buffalo Elementary School #29 / Curtin graduated from South Park High School in
1966 / Patrick Curtin is a member of American Legion Post 735 and past Color Guard Captain
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Name: CURTISS [ Killed in Vietnam
ROBERT J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: UTA3
Year Discharged: 1968

Unit / Squadron:

MOBILE CONSTRUCTION BATTALION (MCB) FIVE

Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL W/1960 DEVICE
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL FLEET MARINE FORCE COMBAT OPERATIONS INSIGNIA

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Utilitiesman (Air Conditioning) Petty Officer 3rd Class Robert John Curtiss honorably served in the United States
Navy with the Seabees as a Refrigeration Mechanic

Base Assignments:

Da Nang, Republic of Vietnam - Naval Support Activity Danang or NSA Danang was a United States Navy logistics
support organization located in Danang, South Vietnam active from October 1965 to April 1972 / The logistic
establishment at Danang functioned with growing efficiency by mid-1968 as it built new port and shore facilities
/ Seabees, initially using materials pre-stocked before the war in Advanced Base Functional Component
packages, constructed three deep-draft piers for oceangoing ships, two 300 feet wooden piers an Landing Ship,
Tank (LST) causeway and the Bridge Cargo Complex that consisted of a 1,600 feet long wharf, 300,000 cubic feet
of refrigerated storage space and 500,000 square feet of covered storage space / Amphibious fuel lines were laid
along the sea floor to storage tanks ashore at Red Beach Base Area, north of the city and the Marines' Marble

Mountain Air Facility to the south / In April 1972 all US Navy facilities in Danang were transferred to the Republic
of Vietnam Navy

Miscelleaneous:

Robert J. Curtiss was a member and past Commander of Veterans of Foreign Wars, VFW Post 2940

Naval Construction Battalion 5 was commissioned on 25 May1942 at Camp Allen Virginia / The battalion went to
Port Hueneme and shipped out for the first of two deployments in the Pacific during World War Il / When the
war ended CB 5 was decommissioned in the Philippines / On 10 July 1951 the Battalion was re-commissioned as
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a Navy Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) / From 1965 to 1972, NMCB FIVE made six consecutive
deployments to Vietnam / NMCB 5 was the last battalion to deploy to Vietham March to November 1971 / The
battalion had numerous incidents with mines on that deployment / In 1972, the battalion moved all its troops
and equipment to Thailand and aided in the construction of Nam Phong Air Base / While in Vietnam, NMCB Five
was awarded 3 Navy Unit Commendations and 3 Navy Meritorious Unit Commendations

Town of West Seneca, New York

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietnam War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Fleet Marine Force Combat Operation Insignia (also known as a globe device) is a bronze award device that
signifies participation in specific campaigns as designated by the Secretary of the Navy / They are commonly
awarded to hospital corpsmen, chaplains, and other non-combat roles who have done their duty in a combat
zone
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Name: CYCON Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
TERRY C.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1968

Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SSGT

Year Discharged: 1971
Unit / Squadron:

1ST BATTALION, 127TH ARMOR REGIMENT, 42ND INFANTRY DIVISION (MECHANIZED)

Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL (4) VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

AIR MEDAL (2) COLD WAR SERVICE MEDAL
ARMY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: (RIFLE)
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (AUTOMATIC MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: (PISTOL)
RIFLE )

NCO PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT RIBBON PHILIPPINE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION RIBBON

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Staff Sergeant Terry C. Cycon honorably served in the United States Army / SSGT Terry Cycon was deployed to
Vietnam and assigned as a NBC NCO and an Intelligence Analyst

SSGT Cycon served in the Army National Guard and Army Reserve from 1983-2001, compiling a total of 24 years
of military service to our country

Staff Sergeant Terry Cycon was Honorably Discharged from the U.S. Army Reserve on 17 May 2001

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Terry Cycon was a Life Member of the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) / Terry C. Cycon passed away on 24
August 2022 at the age of 75 years old

The NBC (nuclear, biological, chemical) NCO supervises smoke generator and fuel supply squad, computes and
plots NBC data, supervises reconnaissance and decontamination squads, serves as NBC NCO in battalion or

squadron headquarters authorized a chemical branch officer, or as company NBC NCO in a separate company or
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in organic companies of combat service support battalions / Primarily responsible for advising the commander
and subordinate units on all aspects of NBC warfare including the employment of NBC assets as well as tactics,
techniques and procedures for training, equipment readiness and logistics

Intelligence Specialists play a key role in ensuring that military operations are planned using the most accurate,
current information about enemy forces and capabilities / They oversee efforts to collect, exploit, develop,
analyze, and produce intelligence information for dissemination to key military leaders

The 127th Armor Regiment (Buffalo City Guards) was an infantry, later armored regiment of the New York Army
National Guard which was formed in 1838, but disbanded 2006 as part of the Modular reorganization of the
United States Army / The regiment saw service during the Civil War and later volunteered for service during the
First and Second World Wars, seeing long and distinguished service in each / The regiment's lineage is continued
by the 2nd Squadron, 101st Cavalry Regiment, which is the direct successor to the regiment when it was
converted to a light cavalry unit in 2006

The Army National Guard (ARNG) is an organized militia force and a federal military reserve force of the United
States Army / It is simultaneously part of two different organizations: the Militia of the United States (consisting
of the ARNG of each state, most territories, and the District of Columbia), as well as the federal ARNG, as part of
the National Guard as a whole (which includes the Air National Guard) / It is divided into subordinate units
stationed in each state or insular area, responsible to their respective governors or other head-of-government

The United States Army Reserve (USAR) is a reserve force of the United States Army / The Army Reserve is meant
to augment the needs of the active-duty force in times of conflict or declared war / Army Reserve soldiers can
complete part-time service alongside civilian life / The U.S. Army Reserve Command (USARC) is responsible for all
of the operational tasks involved in training, equipping, managing, supporting, mobilizing and retaining Soldiers
under its command

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Air Medal (AM) is a military decoration of the United States Armed Forces / It was created in 1942 and is
awarded for single acts of heroism or meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight

The Cold War Service Medal Act authorizes a service medal for those in the military between September 1945
and December 1991 who served on active duty for 24 consecutive months during the Cold War; were deployed
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outside of the continental U.S. for a period of at least 30 days during the Cold War; or were a member of a
reserve unit called to active duty to participate in exercises or operations directly related to the Cold War

The Army Achievement Medal (AAM) is the lesser of the U.S. military's meritorious service medals and was first
introduced as a means to recognize the contributions of enlisted personnel and junior officers who were not
qualified to receive the higher Commendation Medal or the Meritorious Service Medal / Additional awards are
denoted by oak leaf clusters

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The Army Non-Commissioned Officer (NCO) Professional Development Ribbon was established by the Secretary
of the Army on 10 April 1981 / The ribbon is awarded to members of the U.S. Army, Army National Guard and
Army Reserve who have successfully completed designated NCO professional development courses / To indicate
completion of specific levels of the courses, a bronze numeral is affixed to the center of the ribbon / When
additional courses are completed, a bronze numeral is worn on the service ribbon to denote the number of
courses completed

The Philippine Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon (PHRPUC) is awarded to certain units of the Armed Forces of the
United States in recognition of participation in the war against the Japanese Empire during the periods of 7
December 1941 and 10 May 1942, inclusive, and 17 October 1944 to 4 July 1945, inclusive / The ribbon bar
consists of equal portions of red, white, and blue encased in a gilt frame decorated with palm leaves / When
worn on the Philippine military uniform, it is a blue, white, and red ribbon 1 3/8 inches (35 mm) wide surrounded
by a gold frame, and no ribbon devices are authorized for wear with this award / The Philippine Presidential Unit
Citation for disaster relief operations was bestowed on: The Philippine military and the U.S. Navy Disaster Task
Force (September 1 to December 14, 1970) and Navy and Marine Corps Units of Joint U.S. Military Advisory
Group, Philippines Amphibious Ready Group Alpha (October 21-26, 1970) for relief efforts during several natural
disasters which occurred in the Philippines during August 1 to December 15, 1970 (a series of typhoons) and
from July 21 to August 15, 1972 (monsoon rains and associated floods)

Staff Sergeant Terry C Cycon was also awarded the following military honors:

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award (Awarded twice)
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GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses

ARMY RESERVE COMPONENTS ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL

The Army Reserve Components Achievement Medal was created and authorized in march of 1971 to be a good
conduct medal for the Reserve units / As it was one of the last medals to be created by DA General Order 4,
much of the armed forces felt that the Reserve units needed their own equivalent / Much like the others, the
Army Reserve Components Achievement Medal represents honest and faithful service according to standards
for a set period of years / It applies to soldiers " who are ordered to active duty in the AGR program will be
awarded the ARCAM if they have completed 2 of the 3 years required (Good Conduct Medal eligibility starts on
the effective date of the AGR order)"

HUMANITARIAN SERVICE MEDAL

The Humanitarian Service Medal (HSM) is a military service medal of the United States Armed Forces which was
created on January 19, 1977 by President Gerald Ford under Executive Order 11965 / The medal may be
awarded to members of the United States military (including Reserve and National Guard members) who
distinguish themselves by meritorious participation in specified military acts or operations of a humanitarian
nature

ARMED FORCE RESERVE MEDAL

The Armed Forces Reserve Medal (AFRM) is a service medal of the United States Armed Forces that has existed
since 1950 / The medal recognizes service performed by members of the reserve components and is awarded to
both officers and enlisted personnel / The medal is considered a successor award to the Naval Reserve Medal
and the Marine Corps Reserve Ribbon, which were discontinued in 1958 and 1967, respectively / If the medal is
awarded for periods of service, it is accompanied by an hourglass device / Depending on the length of service, a
bronze, silver, gold, or bronze and gold hourglass are worn on the suspension ribbon and service ribbon,
indicating 10, 20, 30, or 40 years of service, respectively

ARMY AIRCRAFT CREWMAN BADGE

The Army Aircraft Crewman Badge is a qualification badge awarded to personnel who serve as aircrew members
on board military aircraft / It is also known as the Aircrew Badge or Wings / The Army Aviation Senior
Crewmember Badge is awarded upon successful completion of seven years in flight status or 10 years of non-
flight experience in a principal duty assignment for designated specialties to Soldiers who have attained the rank
of E-4 or higher
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Name: CYMBROWSKI Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
STANLEY
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Stanley Cymbrowski honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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Name: DAIL [ Killed in Vietnam
Hometown: WEST SENECA
RAYMOND
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: PVT
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Private Raymond Dail honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam . PVT Dail
served for four years

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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Name: DAVIES [ Killed in Vietnam
JOHN

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

Year Entered:

Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

John Davies honorably served in the New York State Army National Guard, retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel after
28 years of military service

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

John Davies retired after 45 years as a Superintendent with National Fuel Gas / Davies also lived in The Villages,
Florida and Rushford, New York / John Davies passed away on 10 September 2023

The Army National Guard (ARNG) is an organized militia force and a federal military reserve force of the United
States Army / It is simultaneously part of two different organizations: the Militia of the United States (consisting
of the ARNG of each state, most territories, and the District of Columbia), as well as the federal ARNG, as part of
the National Guard as a whole (which includes the Air National Guard) / It is divided into subordinate units
stationed in each state or insular area, responsible to their respective governors or other head-of-government
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Name: DAY [ Killed in Vietnam
Hometown: WEST SENECA
ISAAC L.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SSGT
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Staff-Sergeant Isaac L. Day honorably served in the United States Army / SSGT Isaac Day was deployed to
Vietnam for two tours and retired from the United States Army after 24 years of service

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Isaac L. Day passed away on 15 February 2023 at the age of 73 years old and is interred at the Western New York
National Cemetery, Corfu, New York
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Name: DEJOY [ Killed in Vietnam
JOHN V.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP5
Year Discharged: 1968

Unit / Squadron:

84TH ENGINEERS BATTALION

Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
OVERSEAS BAR MARKSMAN BADGE: M-14 RIFLE

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant John Vincent DeJoy honorably served in the United States Army / SGT John Dejoy was deployed to
Vietnam as a Track Vehicle Mechanic

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

John V. Deloy was a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars VFW Post #2940

The 84th Engineers Battalion saw combat in Vietnam, where it arrived on 9 June 1965 at Cam Ranh Bay / This
was the first major contingent of US Army Engineers to land in Vietnam / Stationed at Qui Nhon and later Da
Nang, the 84th Engineer Battalion was committed to the construction of major bases, depot facilities,
warehouses, roads, bridges, and airfields / The Battalion's authorized strength at this time was 899 soldiers, but
with the attachment of 2 companies of Viethnamese laborers, the Battalion strength approached 1700 personnel
/ The Battalion served in Vietnam until it received orders to deploy from Vietnam in July 1972

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese

2016 WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring All Vietnam War

and

Vietnam Era Veterans

| % | 1 November 1955 - 30 April 1975 l l ” ||

West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

An Overseas Service Bar indicates a soldier has served six months of service in a combat zone / Service Bars are
cumulative, in that each bar worn indicates another six-month period / Time spent overseas is also cumulative,
meaning one bar could be earned for two separate deployments totaling six months

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

2016 WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring All Vietnam War
and

Vietnam Era Veterans

| | 1 November 1955 - 30 April 1975 l | | | ||

West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: DEL PRINCIPE [ Killed in Vietnam
DALE F.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 24  KATHY LANE

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP-5

Year Discharged: 1972
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fifth-Class (Technical Corporal) Dale Francis Del Principe honorably served in the United States Army /
SP-5 Dale Del Principe was deployed to Vietham as a Cook

SP5 Dale Del Principe was Honorably Discharged from the U.S. Army on 27 September 1968 with reserve
obligations ending 13 December 1972

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Dale Del Principe attended Cheektowaga Central High School / Dale Del Principe was a missionary for 20 plus
years, serving in Africa, India, and Nepal through the International Mission Board headquartered in Richmond
Virginia / Dale Francis Del Principe passed away in Delhi, India on 5 January 2025 at the age of 77 years old

Food Service Specialists function in every aspect of food preparation, including administration, procurement,
storage, and distribution / They plan menus, purchase supplies, cook food, operate food service equipment, and
provide customer service / Food Service Specialist training includes: standard and dietetic menu planning; food

preparation and cooking; basic nutrition; storage of meats, poultry, and other perishable items; dining service
operations; and food and supply ordering

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
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awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Neme: DELAHANTY Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
CHARLES J.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Charles J. Delahanty honorably served six years in the United States Navy and the Navy Reserves

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

After his Honorable Discharge from the U.S. Navy, Charles Delahanty, used his Gl Bill educational benefits and
graduated from Canisius College / Delahanty was a member of American Legion Post #735 and a lifetime
member of AmVets Post #8113 / Delahanty retired in 2009 after 25 years, as the Director of Payment Services
with Western Union / Charles J. Delahanty passed away on 5 March 2024 at the age of 82 years old

The Navy Reserve is a branch of the United States Navy made up of qualified sailors who serve part-time while
working in civilian jobs or attending school / Members of the Navy Reserve are categorized as being in either the
Selected Reserve (SELRES), the Training and Administration of the Reserve (TAR), the Individual Ready Reserve
(IRR), or the Retired Reserve / They provide invaluable expertise, experience, and leadership while delivering
critical support to global operations and planning / The Navy Reserve provides strategic depth and delivers
operational capabilities to the Navy and Marine Corps team in a range of military operations from peace to war
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) D . . .
Name: DELECKI Killed in Vietnam Hometown: WEST SENECA

THOMAS R.
Address: 74  WINDMILL ROAD

Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1969
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank: E-4
Year Discharged: 1971
Unit / Squadron:

Il MARINE, FLEET MARINE FORCE (FMF)

Medals / Citations:
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (RIFLE) NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL
[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Corporal (E-4) Thomas R. Delecki honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / CPL Thomas Delecki was
deployed to Okinawa from 1970 - 1971 and assigned to Island Mail Distribution

Base Assignments:

Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island (Port Royal Harbor, South Carolina) - Established in November 1861,
Parris Island was used as an important base for the Union Navy throughout the Civil War / In October 1915, the
principle mission of Parris Island was the training of enlisted Marine recruits / During World War I,
approximately 200,000 recruits were trained at Parris Island, including Women Marine Reservists / During the
Vietnam War, more than 200,000 recruits trained at Parris Island and training was cut from 12 to 10 weeks to
accommodate the number of recruits

USMC Headquarters (Quantico, Virginia) - The Marine Corps established Marine Barracks Quantico on 14 May
1917 / Thousands of Marines trained in Quantico during World War |, including units of the much lauded 4th
Marine Brigade / In 1941, Quantico’s main task became the education of individual Marines, rather than the
large unit training it had conducted in the past / The amphibious warfare techniques developed in Quantico in
the years before World War Il made victory possible in the conflict’s Pacific theater / Quantico also trained
15,000 lieutenants, and numerous officers from other services, who helped lead the United States to victory / In
1947, Quantico Marines conceived of carrying troops from ship-to-shore by helicopter and formed a special
squadron to test the idea: Marine Helicopter Squadron-1, commonly referred to now as HMX-1 / The helicopter
techniques they used there later proved invaluable during the Korean and Vietnam Wars / Quantico’s small, but
vital, air facility and HMX-1 continue to aid in development, training, and education, as well as their most visible
duty, support of the U.S. president / On 1 January 1968, the base was re-designated the Marine Corps
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Development and Education Command (MCDEC) in the spirit of the command motto, “Semper Progredi” —
Always Forward / In 1998, Headquarters Marine Corps moved Manpower and Reserve Affairs (M&RA) and
Marine Corps Recruiting Command to Quantico from the Navy Annex in Arlington, Virginia / M&RA has
administrative responsibility for all issues related to Marines, their families, and quality of life / As of 2016,
Quantico is home to over 28,000 military, civilian, and contractor personnel / In addition, the base offers support
to more than 30 federal agencies for training exercises year round

Headquarters 111, Marines, Fleet Marine Force (FMF) (Cape Croker, Okinawa)

Miscelleaneous:

Thomas A. Delecki lived in South Buffalo and graduated from Bishop Timon High School / Delecki enrolled at the
University of Buffalo where he received a Bachelor of Arts (BA) Degree / Following his graduation from college,
Thomas Delecki was inducted into the Marine Corps in 1969 / Receiving his Honorable Discharge from the
Marines in 1971, Delecki attended Buffalo State College where he earned his Master of Science (MS) Degree in
Special Education / Delecki also received a Principle Certificate in Education from the University of Buffalo /
Thomas Delecki was married in 1975 and moved to West Seneca / Delecki worked for 34 years between the
West Seneca Developmental Center and the Lakeview Shock Incarceration Facility in Brocton, New York / Leaving
the Lakeview Correctional Facility where he had been the Education Director, Delecki returned to the West
Seneca Developmental Center where he was engaged in Program Development and retired in 2008 / Thomas
Delecki is a live-long member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), Leonard Post 6251

The United States Fleet Marine Forces (FMF) are combined general- and special-purpose forces within the
United States Department of the Navy that perform offensive amphibious or expeditionary warfare and
defensive maritime employment / The Fleet Marine Force (FMF) was established on 7 December 1933 and was
the culmination of the Marine Corps' development of amphibious warfare doctrine during the 1920s / Each FMF
consists of at least one Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF) consisting of at least one Marine Division (MARDIV),
one Marine Aircraft Wing (MAW), one Marine Logistics Group (MLG) (formerly the Force Service Support Group
(FSSG)), and an MEF Information Group / Other miscellaneous supporting units may be attached / In addition to
one or more MEF(s), each FMF is further organized into one or more intermediate-sized MAGTFs called Marine
Expeditionary Brigades (MEBs) and smaller MAGTFs called Marine Expeditionary Units (MEUs)

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

2016 WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring All Vietnam War

and

Vietnam Era Veterans

| % | 1 November 1955 - 30 April 1975 I | | | ||

West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: D|PASQUA, JR. Killed in Vietnam Hometown: WEST SENECA

LOUIS A.
Address:

Vietnam Era
L] Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered: 1973
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank:
Year Discharged: 1975

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL
[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Louis A. DiPasqua, Jr. honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / Louis DiPasqua was assigned as a
Tactical Vehicle Mechanic

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Louis DiPasqua was a member of the Masons for 35 years, with Lodge #1111 / DiPasqua was also a member of
the Order of the Eastern Star and American Legion Post #735 / Louis A. DiPasqua, Jr. passed away on 20 April
2024 at the age of 70 years old and is interred at Western New York National Cemetery, Corfu, New York

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: DOBSTAFF [ Killed in Vietnam
JAMES G.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: E-4
Year Discharged: 1970

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

L] Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Sergeant James G. Dobstaff honorably served in the United States Air Force as a Medical Services Specialist

James Dobstaff was Honorably Discharged from the United States Air Force on 4 November 1970

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

After his discharge, Dobstaff was employed by the Buffalo VA Hospital where he retired after 30 years of service
/ James Dobstaff was a 100% Disabled Veteran / James Dobstaff was a member of the American Legion Post
#567 in Orchard Park / James G. Dobstaff passed away on 5 March 2018 as a result of ALS disease

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: DONAHUE [ Killed in Vietnam
JAMES W.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: ROSEWOOD
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1968
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SGT
Year Discharged: 1970
Unit / Squadron:

1ST AIR CAVALRY DIVISION

Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS MEDAL ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant James W. Donahue honorably served in the United States Army / SGT Donahue was deployed to
Vietnam with the 1st Air Cavalry Division

Base Assignments:

Fort Hood, Texas - Fort Hood is a United States Army post located near Killeen, Texas and was named after
Confederate General John Bell Hood / The post is the headquarters of Il Corps and First Army Division West and
is home to the 1st Cavalry Division and 3rd Cavalry Regiment / During the late 1960s, Fort Hood trained and
deployed a number of units and individuals for duty in Vietnam / As the United States ended its role in the
conflict, thousands of returning soldiers completed their active duty with one of the divisions / In 1971, the
colors of the 1st Cavalry Division came to Fort Hood from Vietnam / On May 24, 2022, the Commission on the
Naming of Items of the Department of Defense that Commemorate the Confederate States of America or Any
Person Who Served Voluntarily with the Confederate States of America recommended the fort be renamed to
Fort Cavazos, named after Gen. Richard E. Cavazos, a native Texan and the US Army’s first Hispanic four-star
general

Miscelleaneous:

James Donahue graduated from West Seneca High School / After his Honorable Discharge from the U.S. Army,
James Donahue spent 37 years working for the Railroad

The 1st Air Cavalry refers to the 1st Cavalry Division of the U.S. Army, which was the first Airmobile Division /
This division is known for its air assault infantry capabilities and has a rich history, including significant
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operations during the Irag War, where Apache Longbows from the division engaged in battles against Iraqg's
Republican Guard / The division continues to provide scalable combat-ready forces and is capable of conducting
operations globally / Recently, the 1st Air Cavalry Brigade conducted a change of command ceremony,
highlighting its ongoing operational relevance

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietnam War

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The Army Commendation Medal (ARCOM) is a mid-level award given to members of the U.S. Armed Forces who
have distinguished themselves by acts of heroism, meritorious achievement, or meritorious service / It was
established in 1945 and is awarded retroactively to those who served after December 6, 1941
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Name: DRONEY Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
DANIEL P.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:

Daniel Patrick Droney honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Daniel Patrick Droney passed away on 6 February 2024 at the age of 72 years old
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Name: ELLIS [ Killed in Vietnam
DAVID W.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: E-4

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

623RD QUARTERMASTER COMPANY

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth-Class David W. Ellis honorably served in the United States Army / SP4 David Ellis was deployed
to Vietnam with the 623rd Quatermaster Company

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

The U.S. Army Quartermaster Corps was responsible for procuring and delivering various supplies to units in all
theaters of war during World War Il / Quartermaster units were charged with providing food (steady supply of
food and rations), clothing, petroleum products (gasoline, kerosene, aviation fuel, diesel oil, fuel oil and
petroleum-based lubricants) and general supplies (diverse items as rope, soap, candles, knives, forks and spoons
, etc.) to troops stationed in the United States and to the far-flung armed forces around the world / More than
32,000 officers, officer cadets and key enlisted personnel received their training at the Quartermaster School
between 1 July 1940 and 3 December 1945 / The physical conditioning of entrants was emphasized from the
beginning of the training program / In addition, the rigorous military training entailed learning to use all armed
methods of protection, crawling through simulated battlefields, taking refuge in foxholes (of their own digging),
making technical decisions regarding rations, and learning every aspect of ammunition supply points (ASPs)

Constituted 3 February 1944 in the Army of the United States as the 623d Quartermaster Railhead Company /
Activated 20 April 1944 at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana / Inactivated 20 April 1946 in Japan / Redesignated 20
November 1948 as the 623d Quartermaster Base Depot Company and allotted to the Organized Reserve Corps /
Withdrawn 16 November 1951 from the Organized Reserve Corps and allotted to the Regular Army; concurrently
redesignated as the 623d Quartermaster Company / Activated 12 December 1951 at Fort Benning, Georgia /
Inactivated 20 December 1968 in Vietnam / The 623d Quartermaster Company participated in several
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counteroffenses including the Tet Counteroffensive / The 623rd received the Meritorious Unit Commendation
for their service in Vietnam 1967-1968

Name: ELM ES [ Killed in Vietnam
ROBERT

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L] Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank:

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Robert ElImes honorably served in the United States Navy

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Robert EImes was a Machinist and Millwright / Robert Elmes passed away on 26 September 2025 at the age of
70 years old
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Name: ERNST, JR. [ Killed in Vietnam
CHESTER R.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 132 BRIERWOOD DRIVE

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1967
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: E-5
Year Discharged: 1970

Unit / Squadron:

MEDICAL COMPANY (WOQ5MD), VALLEY FORGE GENERAL HOSPITAL, PHOENIXVILLE,
PENNSYLVANIA

Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL W/60 DEVICE
3 OVERSEAS BARS MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: EXPERT (RIFLE)

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant Chester Raymond Ernst, Jr. honorably served in the United States Army as a Payroll Disbursement
Specialist

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Chester R. Ernst, Jr. was a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars, VFW Post #2940

Valley Forge General Hospital is a former military hospital in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania / The hospital was near
both Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Valley Forge. It was the only United States Army General Hospital named for
a place / The hospital was built in 1942, and opened on Washington's Birthday in 1943 to care for the wounded
of World War Il / It became the largest military hospital in the United States. Eventually, the hospital had well
over 3,000 patients and over 100 separate buildings / During the Vietnam War, patientswere flown into
McGuire Air Force Base, New Jersey / Army patients would then be moved by Air Force ambulance bus to
Walson Army Hospital at the adjacent Fort Dix, where they would be further prepared for movement, typically
by Army ambulance buses if they were moving to Valley Forge / In 1969, the 212th Medical Detachment
(Helicopter Ambulance) was activated at Fort Meade, Maryland / One of its primary missions was to transport
patients from Fort Dix, New Jersey to Valley Forge / The need was clearly there; between January 1, 1968 and
September 30, 1970, 7,033 patients were moved from Dix to the Valley Forge General Hospital / On April 17,
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1973, it was announced that the hospital would be closing / The Valley Forge General Hospital was placed in an
inactive status effective 31 March 1974, by Department of the Army

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

An Overseas Service Bar indicates a soldier has served six months of service in a combat zone / Service Bars are
cumulative, in that each bar worn indicates another six-month period / Time spent overseas is also cumulative,
meaning one bar could be earned for two separate deployments totaling six months

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: ESCOTT [ Killed in Vietnam
ROBERT H.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:
[ Vietnam Era

Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1967
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: ABE3

Year Discharged: 1971
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM
Service Notes:

Aviation Boatswain's Mate Third-Class (Launching and Recovery) Robert H. Escott honorably served in the
United States Navy / ABE3 Robert Escott was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Aviation Boatswain's Mate's (ABE) operate and maintain catapults, arresting gear, barricades, and water brakes /
Run and repair hydraulic and steam catapult systems / Control and monitor deck-edge control stations, jet blast
deflectors, ICCS (Integrated Catapult Control System), and jet blast deflector control panels / Oversee and

maintain arresting gear engines, sheave dampers, and retraction engines / Work directly with pilots and deck
crews to ensure safe launches and landings
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Neme: FARRELL Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
DAVID J.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: GMT2
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Gunners Mate Second-Class David J. Farrell honorably served in the United States Navy and was deployed to
Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

David Farrell worked most of his life as an Industrial Electrician / David F. Farrell passed away on 16 August 2022
at the age of 73 years old
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Name: FEIDER SR Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
RICHARD
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: SGT
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant Richard Paul Feider, Sr. honorably served in in the United States Air Force and was deployed to
Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Richard Paul Feider, Sr. passed away on 9 October 2016
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Name:  FILSINGER [ Killed in Vietnam
WILLIAM

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

William Filsinger honorably served in the United States Army National Guard

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

William Filsinger served as a Boy Scout leader and was a member of the New York Walleye Association / William
Filsinger passed away on 7 October 2024 at the age of 84 years old

The Army National Guard (ARNG) is an organized militia force and a federal military reserve force of the United
States Army / It is simultaneously part of two different organizations: the Militia of the United States (consisting
of the ARNG of each state, most territories, and the District of Columbia), as well as the federal ARNG, as part of
the National Guard as a whole (which includes the Air National Guard) / It is divided into subordinate units
stationed in each state or insular area, responsible to their respective governors or other head-of-government
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Name: FOGLE, JR. [ Killed in Vietnam
JAMES F.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1960
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:

Year Discharged: 1963
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

James F. Fogle, Jr. honorably served in the United States Army / James Fogle was assigned as a Teletype Security
Agent

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

James F. Fogle, Jr. passed away on 20 January 2026 at the age of 85 years old
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Name: FURMAN Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA

LESLIE R.
Address: EMPORIUM AVENUE

Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1960
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank: CPL

Year Discharged: 1963
Unit / Squadron:

7TH COMMUNICATIONS BATTALION, , 1ST MARINE DIVISION
Medals / Citations:

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL
COLD WAR SERVICE MEDAL

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Corporal (E-4) Leslie R. Furman honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / CPL Leslie Furman was
assigned as a Radio Telegraph Operator trained in Mobile Radio Communications (MRC)

Leslie Furman was Honorably Discharged from the U.S. Marine Corps on 14 November 1963 / Corporal Furman
also served in the Reserves from 1963 through 1966

Leslie Furman was among the founding members of the Patriot Guard Riders of New York (PGRNY)
Base Assignments:

Parris Island, South Carolina - Marine Corps Recruit Depot (MCRD) Parris Island is a Marine Corps. military
installation located within Port Royal, South Carolina. MCRD Parris Island was established on 1 November 1915
and designated for the training of enlisted Marines. Male recruits living east of the Mississippi River and female
recruits from all over the United States report to Parris Island to receive their initial training

Camp Geiger, South Carolina - Camp Geiger is part of the Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune complex, and is
home to the United States Marine Corps School of Infantry East for all Marines recruited through the Eastern
Recruiting Region / Located about 10 miles south of Camp Lejeune, Camp Geiger was named in honor of General
Roy Geiger, who was a Marine aviator and commander of the | Amphibious Corps, Il Amphibious Corps, and the
Tenth United States Army during World War Il / Camp Geiger is one of two School of Infantry (SOI) locations
where new Marines are instructed on modern Marine Corps infantry tactics in order to conduct expeditionary
combat operations
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Camp Lejeune, North Carolina - Located in Jacksonville, North Carolina, construction on Camp Lejeune was
begun in 1941 and named in honor of the 13th Commandant of the Marine Corps, John A. Lejeune / As a military
training facility, the Camp's 14 miles of beaches make it a major area for amphibious assault training, and its
location between two deep-water ports (Wilmington and Morehead City) allows for fast deployments

Camp Pendleton, California - Located in San Diego County, Camp Pendleton was established in September 1942
to meet the immediate need for additional amphibious force training facilities during World War Il / Camp
Pendleton was named in honor of World War | Major General Joseph H. Pendleton who had long advocated the
establishment of a West Coast training base / The camp provides year-round training for Marines in addition to
all other branches of the U.S. military

Twentynine Palms, California - The Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center (MCAGCC), also known as 29 Palms,
is a United States Marine Corps base located adjacent to the city of Twentynine Palms in southern San
Bernardino County, California / During World War Il, 29 Palms served as a naval auxiliary air station and
redesignated on 6 February 1953 as a Marine Corps Training Center

Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii - Marine Corps Base Hawaii (MCBH), formerly Marine Corps Air Station Kaneohe Bay and
originally Naval Air Station Kaneohe Bay, is a U.S. Marine Corps facility and air station located on the Mokapu
Peninsula of windward O'ahu in the City & County of Honolulu / Naval Air Station Kaneohe Bay was built by the
Navy in 1939 and in 1951, the Marines assumed control of the air station activities when naval aviation moved to
Barbers Point Naval Air Station / The Marine Corps Air Station Kaneohe Bay was commissioned on 15 January
1952

Miscelleaneous:

Leslie Furman was an Eagle Scout from Troop #528 / Leslie Furman graduated from Eden High School and prior
to joining the Marine Corps, Furman worked at Loblaws in Hamburg as a Meat Cutter Apprentice / After his
Honorable Discharge, Furman was employed by Bethlehem Steel Corporation as a Class A Welder until the plant
closed in 1983 / Les Furman later went to work for Eastern Railway Services, repairing locomotive cranes until his
retirement / Furman was also a member of ABATE of New York which promotes Motorcycle Safety, Awareness,
& Education and an adviser with the Erie County Sheriff's Explorer Post #505 / Leslie Furman was a Town of
Evans Police Officer, Coordinator of the Erie County Civil Defense Program, Chief of the Town of Evans Auxiliary
Police Department, founding member of the Patriot Guard Riders, member of the Disaster Response Team for
the American Red Cross and volunteered for Toys4Tots / Leslie Furman was a Life Member of the Marine Corps
League - Detachment 239 and a 37 year member of American Legion Post #735 / Leslie R. Furman passed away
on 2 February 2026 at the age of 85 years old and is interred at Holy Cross Cemetery, Angola, New York

The Marine Corps Radio Telegraph Operator operates and keeps in repair equipment used in radiotelegraph
communications / Listens to telegraph signal, types message on form, and relays it to addressee by telephone or
teletype / Manipulates key to call ships or stations by code, and to send messages after acknowledgment /
Monitors emergency frequency for distress calls / Performs routine repairs and maintenance, such as changing
tubes, resistors, and transmitters / Marine Radio Telegraph Operators can be assigned to any unit in the Marine
Corps, including: Engineering, Artillery, Infantry, Tanks, Amphibious Assault Vehicle (AAV), Headquarters,
Communications, RECON/MarSOC / The most experienced radiomen are usually assigned to battalion command
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and communication

The 7th Communication Battalion, activated in 1957 at Camp Pendleton, California with the mission to establish,
maintain, and defend communication networks and services simultaneously for Marine Air Ground Task Force
(MAGTF) command elements (CE), Marine component headquarters, and/or a Combined/Joint Task Force
headquarters (C/JTF HQ) in order to facilitate a commander's ability to command and control forces / The 7th
participated in the Vietnam War from 1966-1969 operating first from Chu Lai and later Da Nang and assigned to
the 1st Marine Division until 1972 / The 7th Communications Battalion also participated in operations Eagle Pull
and Frequent Wind at the official conclusion of the Vietnam conflict from December 1974 to May 1975

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses

The 1st Marine Division (1st MARDIV) is a Marine division of the United States Marine Corps headquartered at
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, California / It is the ground combat element of the | Marine Expeditionary
Force (I MEF) / It is the oldest and largest active duty division in the United States Marine Corps, representing a
combat-ready force of 22,000 personnel / It is one of three active duty divisions in the Marine Corps today and is
a multi-role, expeditionary ground combat force. It is nicknamed "The Old Breed" / The division is employed as
the ground combat element (GCE) of the | Marine Expeditionary Force or may provide task-organized forces for
assault operations and such operations as may be directed / The 1st Marine Division must be able to provide the
ground amphibious forcible entry capability to the naval expeditionary force (NEF) and to conduct subsequent
land operations in any operational environment / In March 1966, the 1st Marine Division Headquarters was
established at Chu Lai, South Vietnam / By June 1966, the entire division was in South Vietnam, its Tactical Area
of Responsibility (TAOR) was the southern two provinces of | Corps — Quang Tin and Quang Ngai / In August
1966 the division conducted Operation Colorado / Between March and October 1966 to May 1967, the division
conducted 44 named operations and the division received its 7th Presidential Unit Citation for service from 29
March 1966 to 15 September 1967 / By April 1971, the Division was back in the United States / During combat
actions in Vietnam, the 1st Marine Division lost 7,012 men killed in action / In 1975, the division supported the
resettlement of South Viethnamese refugees by providing food and temporary shelter at Camp Pendleton for
Vietnamese refugees as they arrived in the United States

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
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without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses

The Cold War Service Medal Act authorizes a service medal for those in the military between September 1945
and December 1991 who served on active duty for 24 consecutive months during the Cold War; were deployed
outside of the continental U.S. for a period of at least 30 days during the Cold War; or were a member of a
reserve unit called to active duty to participate in exercises or operations directly related to the Cold War
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Name: GALBRAITH [ Killed in Vietnam
RODNEY Q.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:
L1 vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
' : Year Entered: 1967
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank: E-5
Year Discharged: 1971

Unit / Squadron:

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY HEADQUARTERS (HQ) BATTALION, 2ND MARINE DIVISION

Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL W/60 DEVISE
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS W/PALM NAVY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL W/"V"
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: EXPERT (RIFLE) NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL
GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant Rodney Quay Galbraith honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / SGT Rodney Galbraith

was deployed to Vietnam for 2 years, 5 months and 20 days as a Legal Clerk / Sergeant Galbraith attended the
Naval Justice School and served as a Legal Clerk

Base Assignments:

Camp Leleune, North Carolina - Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune is a 246-square-mile United States military
training facility in Jacksonville, North Carolina / Constructed in 1942, the base is named in honor of the 13th
Commandant of the Marine Corps, John A. Lejeune / Its 14 miles of beaches make the base a major area for
amphibious assault training, and its location between two deep-water ports (Wilmington and Morehead City)
allows for fast deployments / One of the satellite facilities of Camp Lejeune served for a while as a third boot
camp for the Marines, in addition to Parris Island and San Diego

Naval Justice School - Newport, Rhode Island - The Naval Justice School (NJS) is an educational institution of the
United States Navy whose mission is to instruct Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard officers and enlisted
personnel in the fundamental principles of military justice, civil and administrative law, and procedure / The

Naval Justice School was founded in 1946 and moved to Newport, Rhode Island in 1950 from Port Hueneme,
California

Miscelleaneous:
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Rodney Q. Galbraith was a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars, VFW Post #2940, American Legion Post #735
and the Marine Corps League, Detachment #239 / Rodney Quay "Skeet" Galbraith passed away on 9 June 2024
at the age of 76 years old

The mission of the Headquarters Company, HQ Ballion, 2nd Marine Division is to train, administer, and sustain
Marines in order to ensure their individual readiness and enable Marine supported organizations to concentrate
on their respective missions

The 2nd Marine Division (2nd MARDIV) is a division of the United States Marine Corps, which forms the ground
combat element of the Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Il MEF) / The division is based at Marine Corps Base Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina / During World War I, the 2nd Marine Division (Headquarters) participated in
operations in the Pacific Theater of Operations: the Guadalcanal Campaign, in the Solomon Islands campaign,
the Battle of Tarawa, the Gilbert Islands campaign, the Battle of Saipan, the Battle of Tinian and the Battle of
Okinawa / The Division didn't take part in a major action again until 1958 when elements participated in the U.S.
intervention into the Lebanon crisis of 1958 / 2nd Marine Division units helped to reinforce Guantanamo Bay
during the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962 and landed in the Dominican Republic in 1965 as part of Operation Power
Pack / Other peacekeeping operations carried on by the Division include being part of the Multi National
Peacekeeping Force in Lebanon from August 1982 until February 1984 / The Division suffered the loss of 238
Marines and Sailors during the 1983 Beirut barracks bombing, plus 3 U.S. Army personnel attached to the unit

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal was awarded by the Vietnam Government to military personnel who have
accomplished deeds of valor or displayed heroic conduct while fighting the enemy and have been cited
individually at the regiment, brigade, division, corps, or armed forces level

The Navy Achievement Medal is awarded to recognize outstanding achievement or meritorious service of
military personnel who were not eligible to receive the higher Commendation Medal or the Meritorious Service
Medal /The Navy Achievement Medal (NAM), is the United States Navy version of the Achievement Medal / The
U.S. Navy was the first branch of the U.S. Armed Forces to award such a medal, doing so in 1961, when it was
dubbed the "Secretary of the Navy Commendation for Achievement Medal" / This title was shortened in 1967 to
simply, the "Navy Achievement Medal” / The "V" device is authorized for wear if the award is for acts or services
involving direct participation in combat operations

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
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completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: GANG [ Killed in Vietnam
ALLEN R.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: PFC
Year Discharged: 1968

Unit / Squadron:

17TH CAVALRY REGIMENT, 199TH INFANTRY BRIGADE

Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL W/3 SERVICE STARS
VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL COMBAT INFANTRYMAN BADGE
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (MACHINE GUN) MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: MARKSMAN (RIFLE)
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Private First-Class Allen R. Gang honorably served in the United States Army / PVT Allen Gang was Initially
stationed at the United States Army Overseas Replacement Station in Oakland, California before being deployed
to Vietnam for 12 months, assigned to a Transportation Detachment / PFC Allen Gang was awarded the Purple
Heart Medal for wounds suffered in combat action on 2 February 1968

PFC Gang was stationed at the United States Overseas Replacement Station in Oakland, California prior to being
deployed to Vietham

Base Assignments:

Fort Campbell, Kentucky - Fort Campbell is a United States Army installation located astride the
Kentucky—Tennessee border / Opened in 1942, the base is named in honor of Union Army Brigadier General
William Bowen Campbell, the last Whig Governor of Tennessee / From that time until the end of World War II,
Camp Campbell was the training ground for the 12th, 14th and 20th Armored divisions, Headquarters IV
Armored Corps and the 26th Infantry Division / From 1950 to 1962, the post operated an Airborne Course which
trained nearly 30,000 soldiers as paratroopers / The 1st Brigade was sent for duty in Vietnam in July 1965 / With
the escalation of hostilities in Southeast Asia, the rest of the division was sent to Vietnam / Also in response to
the military buildup, the 6th Infantry Division was reactivated at Fort Campbell on 24 November 1966, and
inactivated 25 July 1968 / The Sabalauski Air Assault School, named after Command Sergeant Major Walter
James Sabalauski is located on Fort Campbell / Courses taught include Air Assault, Pathfinder, Pre-Ranger,
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Jumpmaster Refresher, and Rappel Master / The school is also home to the Division's Parachute Demonstration
Team

Fort Dix - Trenton, New Jersey - Fort Dix was established in 1917 and named for Major General John Adams Dix,
a veteran of the War of 1812 and the Civil War / Dix served as a training and staging ground during World War |l
and a demobilization center after the war / Ten divisions and many smaller units trained and staged here before
entering the battlefields of World War Il / At the end of the war, the reception center became the separation
center, returning more than 1.2 million Soldiers to civilian life

Miscelleaneous:

Allen Gang attended South Park High School before entering the U.S. Army at the age of 19 years old / Allen was
a life member of Disabled American Veterans (DAV) and American Legion Post #721 Buffalo, New York / Allen R.
Gang passed away on 10 November 2024 at the age of 77 years old

The 17th Cavalry Regiment is a historical organization within the United States Army that began as a regiment of
cavalry after the Pancho Villa Expedition / The unit was constituted on 1 July 1916 in the Regular Army as the
17th Cavalry at Fort Bliss, Texas / Troop B, 1st Squadron, 17th Cavalry was the ground reconnaissance element of
the 3rd Brigade, 82d Airborne Division in Vietnam / It arrived in Vietnam on 18 February 1968 and departed
South Vietnam on 11 December 1969 / The 2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry was originally deployed to Vietnam on
12 December 1967 as the ground cavalry squadron of the 101st Airborne Division, but as the division changed to
an airmobile mode the squadron was converted to an air cavalry status during the period December 1968 - June
1969 / The entire squadron was involved in intense aerial combat during the Operation Lam Son 719 invasion of
Laos, when the helicopters supported the Army of the Republic of Vietnam's drive and retreat directly / This
action took place between February and April 1971 / The squadron departed Vietnam on 8 February 1972 / The
17th Cavalry Regiment was reorganized as a part of the U.S. Army Regimental System, an ongoing effort to
maintain the lineage and history of the U.S. Army through its units / Today, the 17th Cavalry Regiment is found
across the army within the combat aviation brigades, where the squadrons, now constituted as attack/recon
helicopter squadrons, carry on the legacy of the 17th Cavalry Regiment

The 199th Infantry Brigade (Light) is a unit of the United States Army which served in the Army Reserve from
1921 to 1940, in the active army from 1966 to 1970 (serving in the Vietham War), briefly in 1991-1992 at Fort
Lewis, and from 2007 as an active army training formation at Fort Moore / The 199th was the only combat unit
to train at Camp Shelby during the Vietnam War / Nicknamed "the Redcatchers", the unit was hastily moved to
Song Be, Vietnam on 10 December 1966 to provide an increased U.S. presence in the Il Corps Tactical Zone and
remained there until its return to Fort Benning on 11 October 1970 / The brigade was conducting Operation
Uniontown in Dong Nai Province when the 1968 Tet Offensive began / It immediately began a defense of U.S. Il
Field Force headquarters at Long Binh Post against attacks by the VC 275th Regiment / One battalion was moved
by helicopter to attack a Viet Cong command post at the Phu Tho racetrack inside Saigon, then engaged in house-
to-house fighting in Cholon / During 1969, the 199th was responsible for the security of the region north and
east of the capital, and in 1970 moved into the "Iron Triangle" when other units participated in the Cambodian
Incursion / The brigade was deactivated in 1970 until it was reactivated in 1991 and 2006

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
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case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) is a United States Army military decoration. The badge is awarded to
infantrymen and Special Forces soldiers in the rank of colonel and below, who fought in active ground combat
while assigned as members of either an Infantry or Special Forces unit of brigade size or smaller at any time after
6 December 1941

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: GANGLOFF Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
DANIEL
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP4
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth-Class Daniel Gangloff honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: GARCIA [ Killed in Vietnam
JOSEPH

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: ROSE AVE
L Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
Service Bran&h: ARMY Rank: SP-5 vear Entered: 1368
Year Discharged: 1971
Unit / Squadron:
241ST TRANSPORTATION COMPANY
110TH TRANSPORTATION COMPANY, USARPAC (U.S. ARMY PACIFIC)

Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
MERITORIOUS UNIT CITATION NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fifth-Class Joseph Garcia honorably served in the United States Army / SP5 Joseph Garcia was
stationed in Hawaii and volunteered for duty in Vietnam / While stationed in Vietnam, SP5 Garcia provided
perimeter and checkpoint security for his compound while stationed in Long Mai, Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Ft. Dix, New Jersey - Fort Dix was established on 16 July 1917 as Camp Dix, named in honor of Major General
John Adams Dix, a veteran of the War of 1812 and the American Civil War, and a former United States Senator,
Secretary of the Treasury and Governor of New York / Ft. Dix was used for the mobilization, training and
demobilizion of soldiers from World War | through April 2015 / On 1 October 2009, Fort Dix was consolidated
with an adjoining U.S. Air Force and Navy facility to become part of Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst (JB MDL)

Fort Lee - Opened in 1918, Fort Lee in Prince George County, Virginia was named for Confederate General
Robert E. Lee / Fort Lee was the headquarters for the U.S. Army Combined Arms Support Command (CASCOM)/
Sustainment Center of Excellence (SCoE), the U.S. Army Quartermaster School, the U.S. Army Ordnance School,
The U.S. Army Transportation School, the Army Logistics University (ALU), Defense Contract Management
Agency (DCMA), and the U.S. Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA)

Schofield Barracks, Hawaii - Located in the County of Honolulu and named after Lieutenant General John
McAllister Schofield, Commanding General United States Army August 1888 to September 1895 / Schofield had
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been sent to Hawaii in 1872 and had recommended the establishment of a naval base at Pearl Harbor / The post
was established in 1908 to provide mobile defense of Pearl Harbor and the entire island

Wheeler Air Force Base, Hawaii - Named Wheeler Field on 11 November 1922 in honor of Major Sheldon H.
Wheeler, former commander of Luke Field on Ford Island, killed in the crash of DH-4B, on 13 July 1921 / Wheeler
Army Airfield was a primary target and site of the first attack on 7 December 1941, leading up to the attack on
Pearl Harbor / The Japanese attacked the airfield to prevent the numerous planes there from getting airborne
and engaging them / Most of the planes were destroyed, but 12 pilots assigned to the 15th Pursuit Group at
Wheeler succeeded in getting their P-36 Hawk and P-40 Warhawk aircraft off the ground, engaged the Japanese
in furious dogfights, and scored some of the first American victories of World War Il With the establishment of
the U.S. Air Force as a separate service in 1947, Wheeler Army Air Base was re-designated Wheeler Air Force
Base / In August 1987, the Secretary of the Interior designated Wheeler AFB as a National Historic Landmark,
recognizing it as a site of national significance in the history of the United States and, in particular, World War Il
in the Pacific

Long Mai, Vietnam - U.S. Army base was located in Minh Long District, Quang Ngai

Miscelleaneous:

Joseph Garcia attended West Seneca Senior High School and worked as a Bell Hop at the Hotel Lafayette in
Buffalo / Upon graduation from high school in 1968, Garcia enlisted in the U.S. Army and was sent to Fort Dix for
basic training / After his honorable discharge, Joseph Garcia became a Special Investigator for Erie County under
President Richard Nixon's American Presidency Project / Later Garcia worked for the Ford Motor Company,
Hanna Furnace Corporation for eight years, Lasalle Ambulance and Rural Metro / Joseph Garcia is retired and still
resides in West Seneca

The 241st Transportation Company was constituted 26 December 1942 as Company D, 494th Port Battalion,
Transportation Corps, later reorganized and redesignated 30 June 1943 as the 241st Port Company / On 15
November 1954 the company was again reorganized and redesignated as the 241st Transportation Company /
The 241st received the Army Meritorious Unit Commendation (Army) for Vietnam 1966-1967, 1968, 1968-1970
and 1970-1971

The 110th Transportation Company was constituted 10 November 1942 as Company L, 3d Battalion, 466th
Quartermaster Truck Regiment / Reorganized and redesignated 23 March 1955 as the 110th Transportation
Company and allotted to the Regular Army / the company received the Army Meritorious Unit Commendation,
Streamer embroidered Vietnam 1965, 1966-1967, 1968, 1968-1970, 1970-1971, 1971-1972 and the Republic of
Vietnam Civil Action Honor Medal, First Class, Streamer embroidered Vietnam, 1971 / The 110th was Inactivated
15 September 1999 in Panama but reactivated 16 October 2008 at Fort Drum, New York

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
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military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Army Meritorious Unit Award (MUA) is awarded to units of the United States Army who show exceptional
meritorious conduct in their performance of duties for a period of at least 6 months during conflict with an
armed enemy / While service in a combat zone is not necessary, their service must be directly related to the
combat effort / Subsequent awards of the citation are displayed by wearing an Oak Leaf Cluster on the service
ribbon

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: GARRETT [ Killed in Vietnam
LAWRENCE E.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered: 1964
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank: CPL
Year Discharged: 1969
Unit / Squadron:

MARINE AIR GROUP-39, 1ST MARINE AIR WING

Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL W/SERVICE STAR VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: (RIFLE) NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Corporal Lawrence E. Garrett honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / CPL Lawrence Garrett was
assigned as an Aviation Radio Repairman and was deployed to Vietnam for 13 months with the Marine Air

Traffic Control-62, Marine Air Group-39, 1st Marine Air Wing

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Lawrence E. Garrett passed away on 18 November 2016 and is interred at EImlawn Cemetery, Buffalo, New York

Aviation Radio Repairman install and repair radio equipment, including multichannel radio equipment, used by
ground and aviation forces / Their duties include troubleshooting and repairing ground common radio systems /
Aviation Radio Repairman are trained in RF radiation hazard identification, Corrosion Control Management, CPR,

First aid and Fire extinguisher usage

The 1st Marine Aircraft Wing is an aviation unit of the United States Marine Corps that serves as the Aviation
Combat Element of the Ill Marine Expeditionary Force / The wing is headquartered at Camp Foster on the island
of Okinawa, Japan / Activated in 1940, the wing has seen heavy combat operations during World War Il, the
Korean War and the Vietnam War / The mission of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing is to conduct air operations in
support of the Fleet Marine Forces to include offensive air support, antiair warfare, assault support, aerial
reconnaissance including active and passive electronic countermeasures (ECM), and control of aircraft and
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missiles

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

A Marksmanship Badge is a military badge of the United States Armed Forces presented to personnel upon
successful completion of a weapons qualification course or high placement in an official marksmanship
competition / The U.S. Military's Marksmanship Qualification Badges are awarded in three grades (highest to
lowest): Expert, Sharpshooter, and Marksman

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service medal of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953. The medal was first intended to be a "blanket campaign medal"
awarded to service members who served honorably during a designated time period of which a "national
emergency" had been declared during a time of war or conflict. It may also be issued to active military members
for any other period that the Secretary of Defense designates

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The Navy
Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast Guard version in
1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The medal is awarded to any active-duty
enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive years of "honorable and faithful
service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed without any non-judicial punishment,
disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: GEARY, SR. [ Killed in Vietnam
WILLIAM E.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank: CPL
Year Discharged: 1970

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL W/ 4 BRONZE STARS VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL W/ 60 DEVICE
COMBAT ACTION RIBBON MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: ( M-14)
PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL
GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Corporal William E. Geary, Sr. honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / Cpl. William Geary was
deployed to Vietnam for 16 months as a Radio Relay Operator

Corporal William E. Geary, Sr. was Honorably Discharged from the U.S. Marine Corps on 2 February 1970, with
reserve obligations ending 17 February 1972

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

William E. Geary, Sr. passed away on 6 January 2025 at the age of 79 years old

The Marine Corps Radio Operator is a versatile specialty that allows Marines to be assigned to a variety of units /
These Marines are responsible for setting up radio communication equipment so that units can maintain contact
with others / Duties include: Setting up and tuning radio equipment, including antennas and power sources /
Establishing contact with distant stations / Processing and logging of messages / Marine Radio Operators can be
assigned to any unit in the Marine Corps, including: Engineering, Artillery, Infantry, Tanks, Amphibious Assault
Vehicle (AAV), Headquarters, Communications, RECON/MarSOC / The most experienced radiomen are usually
assigned to battalion command and communication

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
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order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Combat Action Ribbon (colloquially "CAR"), is a high precedence United States Navy, United States Coast
Guard, and United States Marine Corps military decoration awarded to United States sea service members "who
have actively participated in ground or surface combat" / Coast Guardsmen, Navy sailors, and Marines active in
clandestine, stealth or special operations are deemed eligible for consideration of the award / The U.S. Navy first
authorized the Combat Action Ribbon on 17 February 1969 / The CAR is awarded to members of the Navy and
Marine Corps with a rank no higher than captain and colonel, respectively

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: GENNOCRO Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
DONALD
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: CPL
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Corporal Donald Gennocro honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam / Corporal
Gennocro served six years in the U.S. Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Donald Gennocro is a member of the East Seneca Fire Company / Donald Gennocro served as a part-time
Crossing Guard
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Name: GIGANTE [ Killed in Vietnam
DARYL A.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
L Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
Service Bran&h: ARMY Rank:SGT vear Entered: 1969
Year Discharged: 1971
Unit / Squadron:
US ARMY SIGNAL CORPS
1ST BATTALION, 506TH INFANTRY, 101ST AIRBORNE

Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL W/2 SERVICE STARS REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (M-16 RIFLE) MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (M-14 RIFLE)
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS W/PALM NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant Daryl A. Gigante honorably served in the United States Army / SGT Daryl Gigante was assigned as a
Field Radio Mechanic and served a 12-month deployment in South Vietnam from July 1970-July 1971, where he
was assigned to 1st Battalion (Airmobile), 506th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 101st Airborne Division

SGT Daryl Gigante received his Honorable Discharge from active duty on 28 July 1971

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Daryl Gigante was employed by Dunlap Tire until his retirement / Daryl AS. Gigante was a member of Veterans of
Foreign Wars, VFW Post #2940 / Daryl A. Gigante passed away on 5 March 2022

The 506th Infantry Regiment, formed at Camp Toccoa, Georgia, in 1942, was originally designated the 506th
Parachute Infantry Regiment (506th PIR) during World War Il, as an airborne light infantry regiment of the
United States Army / Currently a parent regiment under the U.S. Army Regimental System, the regiment has two
active battalions: the 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment (1-506th IR) is assigned to the 1st Brigade Combat
Team, 101st Airborne Division, and the 2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment (2-506th IR) is assigned to the 3rd
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division / The regiment served with the 101st Airborne Division in World
War Il / Regimental elements have served with the 101st in Vietnam, Irag, and Afghanistan / Regimental
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elements have also served in peacetime with the 2nd Infantry Division, and deployed to Operation Iraqi Freedom
/ The World War Il actions of the regiment's Company E ("Easy Company") were portrayed in the 2001 HBO
miniseries Band of Brothers

The 101st Airborne Division is a light infantry division of the United States Army specializing in air assault
operations / The Screaming Eagles were referred to as "the tip of the spear" and the most potent and tactically
mobile of the U.S. Army's divisions / The 101st Airborne can plan, coordinate, and execute multiple battalion-
size air assault operations to seize key terrain and can work in austere environments with limited or degraded
infrastructure / These operations can be conducted by mobile teams covering large distances and engaging
enemy forces behind enemy lines / Its unique battlefield mobility and high level of training have kept it in the
vanguard of U.S. land combat forces in many conflicts; World War Il, Korea, Vietnam and counterterrorism
operations in Irag and Afghanistan

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietnam War

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has

2016 WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring All Vietnam War

and

Vietnam Era Veterans

| % | 1 November 1955 - 30 April 1975 l | || ||

West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York

served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

Name: GORDON, SR. [ Killed in Vietnam
JAMES D.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:

Vietnam Era

L] Vietnam War Veteran

Year Entered: 1969

Service Bran&h: NAVY Rank: FN
Year Discharged: 1975

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Fireman James D. Gordon, Sr. honorably served in the United States Navy

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

James D. Gordon, Sr. passed away on 23 January 2023 at the age of 74 years old

Naval Fireman stand power plant and ship security watches both while in port and underway / While performing
watches, they will ensure all safety standards are being met with any associated engineering machinery / They
are responsible for working with safety and fire suppression equipment / A Fireman preserves, maintains, and
repairs the safety equipment and any other associated equipment to prepare for underway operations /
Firefighters in the Navy assist putting out fires on ships, rescuing service members and their families and
providing emergency medical care / In addition to performing maintenance on the equipment, they will also
perform any emergency equipment repair
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Name: GRAVES Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
GERALD R.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SSG
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Staff Sergeant Gerald R. George honorably served in the United States Army / SSG Gerald Graves was deployed
to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Neme: GRUDZIEN [ Killed in Vietnam
HENRY A.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:

[ Vietnam Era

Vietnam War Veteran

Year Entered: 1958

Service Bran&h: NAVY Rank: CMC
Year Discharged: 1967

Unit / Squadron:

LCU THIRTEEN (LANDING CRAFT UTILITY)
NAVAL MOBILE CONSTRUCTION BATTALION FIVE (SEABEES)

Medals / Citations:

ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL (VIETNAM) NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL
NAVY GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Command Master Chief Henry Adam Grudzien honorably served in the United States Navy / CMC Henry
Grudzien was assigned as a Construction Mechanic (Heavy Constructions) / Grudzien spent five years and nine
months of foreign/sea duty including three tours of Viethnam / Command Master Chief Grudzien served a total

of twelve years in US Naval Service

Henry Grudzien joined the National Guard at 15 years old and enlisted into the United States Navy at 17 years

old

Henry A. Grudzien received his Honorable Discharge from the US Navy on 30 October 1967 and joined the Navy

Reserve

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

After his Honorable Discharge from the U.S. Navy, Henry Grudzien became a Corrections Officer for the NYS
Dept of Corrections and started his career at Attica Correctional Facility / Henry Adam Grudzien passed away on

4 October 2021

The Landing Craft Utility (LCU) is a type of boat used by amphibious forces to transport equipment and troops to
the shore / They are capable of transporting tracked or wheeled vehicles and troops from amphibious assault
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ships to beachheads or piers

Naval Construction Battalion 5 (Seabees) was commissioned on May 25, 1942 at Camp Allen Virginia / The
battalion went to Port Hueneme and shipped out for the first of two deployments in the Pacific / In 1944, the
Construction Battalion was deployed to the Philippines to build roads and provide water supply /In On July
1951, CB 5 was sent to Korea to construct an airfield, leveling a mountain to make way for a nearly 2-mile long
runway / From 1965 to 1972, NMCB FIVE made six consecutive deployments to Vietnam / In 1972, the battalion
moved all its troops and equipment to Thailand to construct Nam Phong Air Base

The Navy Reserve is a branch of the United States Navy made up of qualified sailors who serve part-time while
working in civilian jobs or attending school / Members of the Navy Reserve are categorized as being in either the
Selected Reserve (SELRES), the Training and Administration of the Reserve (TAR), the Individual Ready Reserve
(IRR), or the Retired Reserve / They provide invaluable expertise, experience, and leadership while delivering
critical support to global operations and planning / The Navy Reserve provides strategic depth and delivers
operational capabilities to the Navy and Marine Corps team in a range of military operations from peace to war

The Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (AFEM) is a military award of the United States Armed Forces, which was
first created in 1961 by Executive Order of President John Kennedy / The medal is awarded to members of the
U.S. Armed Forces who, after July 1, 1958, participated in U.S. military operations, U.S. operations in direct
support of the United Nations, or U.S. operations of assistance for friendly foreign nations

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: HACKFORD Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
ALLEN L.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP4
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Specialist Fourth-Class Allen L. Hackford honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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Name: HAGGERTY Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
THOMAS F.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Thomas F. Haggerty honorably served in the United States Army / Thomas Haggerty was deployed to Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Thomas F. Haggerty passed away on 20 October 2016 at the age of 71 years old and is interred at Holy Cross
Cemetery, Lackawanna, New York

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in

Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
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served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

Name: HAGLER [ Killed in Vietnam
KARL J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L] Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1962
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: LT

Year Discharged: 1965
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

1st Lieutenant Karl J. Hagler honorably served in the United States Army / 1st LT Karl Hagler was assigned as an
Administrative Officer at the U.S. Army Security Training Center and School

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Karl Hagler was commissioned through ROTC at Canisius College in 1962 / Karl Hagler was a research chemist at
the University of Chicago / Hagler operated Park Edge Cleaners in Cheektowaga for 22 years until his retirement
/ Karl Hagler was a member of the American Chemist Society and a member of American Legion Post 735 / Karl

J. Hagler passed away on 17 February 2024 at the age of 83 years old and is interred at Mt. Cavalry Cemetery,
Cheektowaga, New York

The Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC) are a group of college-based officer training programs for training
commissioned officers of the United States Armed Forces / ROTC students attend college like other students, but
also receive basic military training and officer training for their chosen branch of service through the ROTC unit
at or nearby the college / The students participate in regular drills during the school year, and extended training
activities during the summer / The student applicant must agree to accept a commission and serve in the Army
on Active Duty or in a Reserve Component (U.S. Army Reserve or Army National Guard)
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Name: HAHIN Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
ROBERT H.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Robert H. Hahin honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Robert Hahin was a Pistol Director for New York State, avid competition shooter with Allied Sportsman Club and
past Knights of Columbus Member / Robert H. Hahin passed away on 26 June 2025 and is interred at Fourteen
Holy Helpers Cemetery, West Seneca, New York
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) D . . .
Name: HAHN Killed in Vietnam Hometown: ~WEST SENECA

PHILIP N.
Address: CROFTON DRIVE

Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1968
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: E-5

Year Discharged: 1974
Unit / Squadron:

USS SAM HOUSTON (SSBN-609)
USS SKIPJACK (SSN-585)

Medals / Citations:

MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Petty Officer Second-Class Philip Hahn honorably served in the United States Navy / Hahn earned submarine
"dolphins" in recognition of becoming qualified in submarines on the Sam Houston and the Skipjack / While
stationed aboard the Sam Houston, Hahn was classified as a Missile Technician 2nd class MT2(SS) and changed
rating to Electronic Technician - Navigation 2nd class, ETN2(SS) while serving on the Skipjack / As an Electronic
Technician, Hahn was qualified to operate and maintain Naval Nuclear propulsion plants on the Skipjack
submarine / Operational areas included North Atlantic Ocean out of Holy Loch, Scotland / Hahn received the
"bluenose" designation because of operations north of the Artic Circle; Mediterranean Sea out of Rota, Spain;
Caribbean Sea out of Norfolk, Va.

Base Assignments:

Norfolk Naval Base, Norfolk, Virginia - Norfolk Naval Base supports naval forces in the United States Fleet Forces
Command, operating in the Atlantic Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, and the Indian Ocean / In 1917 the Fifth Naval
Headquarters was constructed at Norfolk and the Naval Operating Base (NOB) and other facilities were
established / On 1 January 1953, the name of the naval base was officially changed to Naval Station Norfolk (NS

Norfolk), after being known as the NOB / On 26 January 2017, NS Norfolk celebrated its one hundredth year of
service

New London Subarine Base, Groton, Connecticut - Naval Submarine Base New London is the United States
Navy's primary East Coast submarine base, also known as the "Home of the Submarine Force" / Located along
the Thames River in Groton, two brick buildings and a "T" shaped pier were constructed and officially declared a
Navy Yard in 1872 / The Base property expanded during the latter part of World War | and the second largest
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expansion of Submarine Base New London occurred during World War Il, when it grew from 112 acres to 497
acres / The Submarine Force leaped in size, and the Base accommodated thousands of men to service the
growing combat fleet / On 21 January 1954 the first nuclear-powered submarine, USS Nautilus, was launched
from Groton / Nautilus became the first vessel to transit the North Pole during an historic trip across the Arctic
in 1958 / New London is homeport to sixteen attack submarines and neighbor to a major submarine
construction yard, General Dynamics' Electric Boat Division

Miscelleaneous:

Philip Hahn attended Riverside High School and Bishop Fallon High School prior to enlisting in the Navy / After
his Honorable Discharge from military service, Hahn enrolled at the University of Buffalo where he received a
Bachelor of Science (BS) degree in Electrical Engineering / Hahn then received a Master Of Business
Administration (MBA) degree from St. Bonaventure University / Philip Hahn was employed by Verizon where he
served in Engineering and Management capacities until his retirement in 2003 / Hahn continues to be active in
Town of West Seneca community service groups

An Electronics Technician, Submarine, Navigation (ETV) is a Navy enlisted Sailor who operates and maintains
electronic equipment used for detection, tracking, recognition, and identification of maritime vessels and
navigational aids aboard naval submarine vessels / They repair and maintain naval electronics equipment
including navigation, radar, and communications equipment

USS Sam Houston (SSBN-609/SSN-609), an Ethan Allen-class submarine, was the second ship of the United States
Navy to be named after Sam Houston (1793-1863), president (1836—1838, 1841-1844) of the Republic of Texas
/ Sam Houston was the US Navy's seventh ballistic missile submarine / Commissioned on 6 March 1962, the USS
Sam Houston completed ten deterrent missions to the Atlantic and Mediterranean by the end of 1964 /
Between 1975 and 1979, the Sam Houston operated out of Guam and made mid-patrol stops in South Korea
and Hawaii / On 29 April 1988, the USS Sam Houston ran aground on Fox Island, Washington and was
decommissioned on 6 September 1991 / The submarine was officially scrapped in February 1992

USS Skipjack (SSN-585), the lead ship of her class of nuclear-powered attack submarine, was the third ship of the
United States Navy to be named after the Skipjack tuna and was commissioned on 15 April 1959 / After being
launched, the Skipjack was soon dubbed the "world's fastest submarine", after setting the speed record on sea
trials in March of the following year / It was designed to have a speed in excess of 20 knots, but its actual speed
was a guarded secret / During her shakedown cruise in August 1959, she became the first nuclear ship to pass
through the Straits of Gibraltar and operate in the Mediterranean / Following post-shakedown availability at
Groton, Connecticut, the nuclear submarine conducted type training and participated in an advanced Atlantic
submarine exercise from May through July 1960, which earned the submarine a Navy Unit Commendation, and
also a Battle Efficiency "E" award, an award it would receive three more times / During the 1960's and 1970's,
the Skipjack conducted exercises in the Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea / On 19 April 1990, the USS Skipjack was
decommissioned and officially scrapped in 1998

The insignia of the U.S. submarine service is a submarine flanked by two dolphins / Dolphins, attendants to the
Poseidon, Greek god of the sea and patron deity to sailors, is sometimes referred to as the sailor’s friend / They
were also chosen to represent the Submarine Service because of the characteristic way in which dolphins dive
and surface / Enlisted Sailors and Naval Officers wear a dolphins uniform breast pin to indicate that they are
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qualified in submarines / Once an enlisted sailor has earned the right to wear the “dolphins”, (SS) is added after
his rate of rank that stands for “Submarine Specialist”

A “Bluenose” is a sailor who goes through an initiation ceremony that commemorates a sailor’s first crossing of
the Arctic Circle / Sailors who have gone through the initiation may wear the Blue Nose Submarine Arctic Circle
Patch

The Navy Meritorious Unit Commendation (MUC) is a unit award of the United States Navy presented to U.S.
Navy and Marine Corps units / The award is presented for service that is performed with character that would be
comparable to the Bronze Star Medal / The Navy Meritorious Unit Commendation is awarded to any unit of the
Navy or Marine Corps that has distinguished itself, under combat or non-combat conditions, by either valorous
or meritorious achievement, which renders the unit outstanding compared to other units performing similar
service, but not sufficient to justify award of the Navy Unit Commendation / To justify this award, the unit must
have performed service of a character comparable to that which would merit the award of a Bronze Star Medal,
or achievement of like caliber in a non-combat situation, to an individual / Additional awards are represented by
wearing a Bronze Star device on the service ribbon
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Name: HANSON Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
WILLIAM
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: SGT
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant William "Bill" Hanson honorably served in the United States Air Force and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

William Hanson was a volunteer with the West Seneca Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
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Name: HARMON, JR. [ Killed in Vietnam
KEVIN C.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: GREENBRANCH ROAD
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank:

Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:

USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59)

Medals / Citations:

L] Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Kevin C. "KC" Harmon, Jr. honorably served in the United States Navy / Kevin Harmon served aboard the USS
Forrestal

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Kevin Harmon retired after 25 years of service with the New York State Department of Corrections, with the rank
of Sergeant / Kevin C. "KC" Harmon, Jr. passed away on 13 July 2024 at the age of 79 years old

USS Forrestal (CVA-59) (later CV-59, then AVT-59), was a supercarrier named after the first United States
Secretary of Defense James Forrestal / Commissioned in 1955, she was the United States' first completed
supercarrier, and was the lead ship of her class / The other carriers of her class were USS Saratoga, USS Ranger
and USS Independence / She surpassed the World War Il Japanese carrier Shinano as the largest carrier yet built,
and was the first designed to support jet aircraft / The ship was affectionately called "The FID", because her
namesake was the first Secretary of Defense, FID standing for "First In Defense" / This is also the slogan on the
ship's insignia and patch / In June 1967, the USS Forrestal departed Norfolk for duty in waters off Vietnam /
Once in the Gulf of Tonkin, Forrestal began four days of sorties / The planes of Attack Carrier Air Wing 17 flew
about 150 missions against targets in North Vietnam from the ship / On 29 July 1967, during preparation for
another strike, a Zuni rocket installed on an F-4 Phantom (#110), misfired, impacting an armed A-4 Skyhawk
(#405)'s side, parked on the port side / The rocket's impact dislodged and ruptured the Skyhawk's 400-gallon
external fuel tank / Fuel from the leaking tank caught fire, creating a serious conflagration that burned for hours,
killing 134, injuring 161, destroying 21 aircraft and costing the Navy $72 million / On the flight deck that day was
Lieutenant Commander (later Senator) John McCain, who was wounded by an exploding bomb / Forrestal was
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deployed to Mediterranean waters four times between 1968 and 1973 / She also sped to Tunisia for rescue
operations in the flooded Medjerda River Valley near Tunis / The ship logged three more Mediterranean
deployments between 1973 and 1975 / On 22 July 1974, as a result of the Turkish invasion of Cyprus, the U.S.
Ambassador to Cyprus Roger Davies requested the evacuation of U.S. citizens from that island nation / In a joint
Navy-Marine Corps effort, HMM-162 from the 6th Fleet amphibious assault ship USS Inchon evacuated 466
people, 384 of them U.S. citizens, in only five hours / The USS Forrestal provided air cover for that operation /
Forrestal served for nearly four decades in the Atlantic, Mediterranean, and Pacific before being
decommissioned on 11 September 1993 / In February 2014 she was towed to Brownsville, Texas, to be scrapped
/ Scrapping was completed in December 2014
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Name: HART Killed in Vietnam Hometown: WEST SENECA
MICHAEL
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
Year Entered:

Service Bran&h: ARMY Rank: SP-4
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

25TH INFANTRY
Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth-Class Michael Hart honorably served in the United States Army / SP4 Hart was assigned to the

25th Infantry and deployed to Vietnam / SP4 Michael Hart was awarded the Purple Heart for wounds suffered in
combat

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Michael Hart is a member of the Lions Club and the Military Order of the Purple Heart / Michael Hart is a
member of American Legion Post #735

The 25th Infantry Division (nicknamed "Tropic Lightning") is a United States Army division based at Schofield
Barracks in Hawaii / The division, which was activated on 1 October 1941 in Hawaii, conducts military operations
primarily in the Asia-Pacific region / The division was originally activated from Hawaii garrison units during World
War I, slightly more than a month before the Japanese Attack on Pearl Harbor began the Pacific War / After
spending almost a year training, it fought in the Allied counteroffensive during the Guadalcanal Campaign from
December 1942, helping to end organized Japanese resistance on that island by early February 1943 / The 25th
also fought in the New Georgia Campaign in July 1943 and saw combat in the January 1945 invasion of Luzon /
When the Korean War began in June 1950, the division was deployed to South Korea, where it fought in the
defense of and the breakout from the Pusan Perimeter in mid-1950, with elements advancing as far as the
Amnok River in November 1950 / It participated in a series of United Nations counteroffensives in early 1951,
then fought in a stalemate close to the 38th parallel from the middle of the year / The division defended Seoul
against Chinese Communist attack from May 1953 to the July armistice, returning to Hawaii in late 1954 / The
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division deployed to South Vietnam to fight in the Vietnam War between late 1965 and early 1966 / The 25th
served in Vietnam until its withdrawal back to Hawaii in 1970-1971, participating in Operation Attleboro,
Operation Cedar Falls, Operation Junction City, the Battle of Saigon during the North Vietnamese Tet Offensive,
and the Cambodian Incursion / It was reorganized as a light infantry division in 1985, and elements have
participated in the Irag War and the War in Afghanistan

Town of West Seneca, New York

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously
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Name: HART, JR. [ Killed in Vietnam
EUGENE P.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 66 MAPLEWOOD ROAD
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP5
Year Discharged: 1968

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Specialist Fifth-Class Eugene P. Hart, Jr. honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Eugene Hart was a former Councilman for the Town of West Seneca for 8 years / Hart was a member and
President ot the West Seneca Historical Society and Museum / Hart was a member of the Lion's Club / Eugene
Hart was a member of the Veterans/Military Banner Committee and a member of American Legion Post #735
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Name: HASTIE [ Killed in Vietnam
JAMES R.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: PO3

Year Discharged: 1969
Unit / Squadron:

TRAINING SQUADRON THREE (TRARON THREE)
Medals / Citations:

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Petty Officer 3rd Class James R. Hastie honorably served in the United States Navy as an Aviation Machinist's
Mate (Reciprocating Engine Mechanic)

PO3 James Hastie was Honorably Discharged from the U.S. Navy on 12 November 1969
Base Assignments:

Naval Air Station Whiting Field, Florida - Naval Air Station Whiting Field is a United States Navy base located near
Milton, Florida, with some outlying fields near Navarre, Florida, in south and central Santa Rosa County, and is
one of the Navy's two primary pilot training bases (the other being NAS Corpus Christi, Texas) / NAS Whiting
Field provides training for U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, Coast Guard, and Air Force student pilots, as well as
those of several allied nations / NAS Whiting Field is home to Training Air Wing Five (TRAWING 5) / Naval
Auxiliary Air Station (NAAS) Whiting Field was commissioned on July 16, 1943 and is named for Kenneth Whiting,
who was commissioned from the United States Naval Academy on 25 February 1908 / Whiting qualified in
submarines, commanding USS Porpoise (SS-7), USS Shark (SS-8), USS Tarpon (SS-175), and USS Seal (S5-183) / In
1914 he learned to fly under Orville Wright and was designated Naval Aviator number 16 / He assumed
command of the 1st Naval Air Unit in France following America's entry into World War | and was subsequently
assigned to command Naval Air Stations 14 and 15 at RNAS Killingholme, England / He was awarded the Navy
Cross "for exceptionally meritorious service in a duty of great responsibility"

Miscelleaneous:
James R. Hastie passed away on 28 May 2022 at the age of 75 years old and is intered at Saint Matthews
Cemetery
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West Seneca, New York

Training Squadron Three (VT-3) was commissioned on May 1, 1960, at South Whiting Field / Its primary mission
at the time was to instruct student Naval Aviators in radio instruments, air-to-air gunnery and formation flying /
Air-to-air gunnery was discontinued in January 1965 and familiarization and basic instrument training was added
in its place / In 1973, VT-3 moved to its present location at North Whiting Field / Today, VT-3 continues its legacy
of joint training with a ready-room of Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and Air Force instructor pilots

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: HEININGER Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
ROBERT J.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Robert J. Heininger honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Robert J. Heininger passed away on 21 October 2024 at the age of 89 years old and is interred at Holy Cross
Cemetery, Lackawanna, New York
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Name: HENSON Killed in Vietham
THOMAS G.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 145 WARREN AVENUE

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1962
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP4
Year Discharged: KIA

Unit / Squadron:

1ST INFANTRY DIVISION, 2ND BATTALION, 2ND INFANTRY, A COMPANY

Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL

VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL COMBAT INFANTRYMAN BADGE
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE ARMY PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION
VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL
GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth-Class Thomas George Henson honorably served in the United States Army / SP4 Thomas
Henson was deployed to Vietnam on 16 October 1965 as an Armor Crewman / SP4 Thomas Henson was Killed In
Action on 12 November 1965 from multiple fragmentation wounds suffered in combat action in Ap Bau Bang 4
km North of Lai Khe, Binh Duong Province, South Vietnam

The Battle of Ap Bau Bang took place on the morning of 12 November 1965, when two regiments from the Viet
Cong 9th Division attacked a night defensive position of the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regiment at a small
village by the name of Ap Bau Bang, 15 miles north of Thu Dau Mot in Binh Duong Province, RVN / Early in
November, the commander of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) 5th Division requested the U.S. 1st
Infantry Division to secure Highway 13 north of Lai Khe to cover the movement of the ARVN 7th Regiment, 5th
Division for an operation in the Michelin Rubber Plantation / The mission was given to LTC George Shuffer and
his 2/2nd Infantry / LTC Shuffer divided Highway 13 into three sectors, each secured by a company, and with the
command group, Cavalry, and artillery in the middle sector / Everyday patrols would be sent out to sweep the
Highway and its surroundings and then withdraw into night defensive positions / On the night of 11 November
1965, several mortar rounds hit Shuffer's central position, and a night ambush killed two Viet Cong / At 6:05 AM
on the morning of November 12th, as Shuffer's forces prepared to start patrolling Highway 13, the Viet Cong
launched their attack / Starting with a barrage of 50 mortar rounds, a battalion of Viet Cong attacked from the
southwest / The attack was quickly met by return fire from Troop A's M113 armored personnel carriers which
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broke up the attack / A second attack from the south and a third attack from the southeast were similarly
beaten back by the waiting American force / At 7:00 AM, the main attack was launched from the village of Bau
Bang to the north and initially succeeded in penetrating the American position before this attack was also
repulsed / Battery C used its guns in anti-personnel mode, firing 50 rounds at ground level with two-second
fuses / Air strikes by U.S. Air Force A-1H Skyraiders and U.S. Navy A-4 Skyhawks were directed against the Viet
Cong mortars and recoilless rifles positioned in and around Bau Bang / At 9:00 AM, the Viet Cong launched a
final assault from the north, but were met with concentrated artillery fire and air strikes and by 1:30 PM the
Viet Cong had abandoned their attacks and withdrew / Total U.S. casualties were 20 killed and 103 wounded,
while Viet Cong losses were 146 killed (body count) and a further 50 were believed to have been killed, but the
bodies were removed / The lost Americans included PFC Harold J. Battle, SP4 Allie W. Campbell, PFC Rafael C.
Carmona-Medina, PFC Benjamin Castillo-Lima, SSG Joseph R. Dupere, SGT William H. Eaden, SGT Edward P.
Ference, PFC Roger L. Floyd, PFC Thomas J. Fox, SP4 Joseph C. Giordano, SP4 Thomas G. Henson, SP4 Charles J.
Janke, SP4 Jackie McMillon, PFC Mariner Patrick, PFC Wayne D. Proberts, PFC Rafael Santiago-Cruz, SP4 Raymo
Santilli, SP4 Earnest G. Sears, SP5 Eugene Turner, and PFC James B. Washington

SP4 Thomas Henson re-enlisted in the U.S. Army during the summer of 1964 and was stationed in Germany
prior to being deployed to Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Thomas Henson attended West Seneca Junior High School and enlisted in the Army in 1962 / Thomas George
Henson was 21 years old at the time of his passing and is interred at Mount Hope Cemetery, West Seneca, New
York

Thomas George Henson is honored on the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial in Washington D.C. - Name inscribed at
VVM Wall, Panel 03e, Line 44

An Armor Crewman is a highly trained soldier who operates and maintains the M1 Abrams tank, which is the
backbone of the U.S. Army’s armored forces / They work as part of a team to operate armored equipment and
fire weapons to destroy enemy positions / During combat, their role is to operate tanks and amphibious assault
vehicles to engage and destroy the enemy

The 1st Infantry Division (11D) is a combined arms division of the United States Army, and is the oldest
continuously serving division in the Regular Army / It has seen continuous service since its organization in 1917
during World War and was officially nicknamed "The Big Red One" (abbreviated "BRO) after its shoulder patch
and is also nicknamed "The Fighting First” / A few weeks after the American entry into World War |, the First
Expeditionary Division, later designated the 1st Infantry Division, was constituted on 24 May 1917, in the Regular
Army, and was organized on 8 June 1917, at Fort Jay, on Governors Island in New York / The 1st Infantry Division
fought in World War | and World War Il / During the Korean War, the Big Red One was assigned to occupation
duty in Germany, while acting as a strategic deterrent against Soviet designs on Europe / 1st Infantry Division
troops secured the Nuremberg War Crimes Trials and later transported seven convicted Nazi war criminals to
Spandau Prison in Berlin / The division fought in the Vietnam War from 1965 to 1970 / Arriving in July 1965, the
division began combat operations within two weeks / By the end of 1965, the division had participated in three
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major operations: Hump, Bushmaster 1 and Bushmaster Il / The division was involved in the Tet Offensive of
1968, securing the massive Tan Son Nhut Air Base / In the first half of 1969, the division conducted
reconnaissance-in-force and ambush operations, including a multi-divisional Operation Atlas Wedge / The last
part of the year saw the division take part in Dong Tien ("Progress Together") operations / These operations
were intended to assist South Vietnamese forces to take a more active role in combat / The division officially
departed South Vietnam on 7 April 1970 / During its involvement in the Vietnam War, the division lost 6,146
killed in action, with a further 16,019 wounded / Twenty of its number were taken as prisoners of war / 11
members of the division were awarded the Medal of Honor

The 2nd Infantry Regiment is an infantry regiment in the United States Army that has served for more than two
hundred years / It was constituted on 12 April 1808 as the 6th Infantry and consolidated with 4 other regiments
in 1815 to form the present unit / In September 1965 the First and Second battalions deployed to Vietnam,
landing on the beach at Vung Tau in October 1965 / From there they proceeded to their assigned areas, Phuoc
Vinh for the 1st Battalion and Lai Khe for the 2nd Battalion / The battalions initially fought as light infantry in the
areas north and west of Saigon / On 2 January 1967 the 2nd Battalion officially became a mechanized infantry
battalion / The 1st Battalion sustained its first major casualties of the war on 21 December 1965 when the
enemy ambushed the command group of Company B as the company was moving out of Bien Hoa on routine
patrol / On 25 August 1966 during Operation Amarillo a patrol from Company C, 1st Battalion was ambushed
after stumbling into a Viet Cong base camp, losing 6 men killed of the 15-man patrol, total US losses in the
operation were 41 killed, 45 Viet Cong bodies were found, while later intelligence indicated that Viet Cong losses
were 171 men killed / During four and a half years the battalions were involved in major operations such as:
Junction City, the largest operation conducted up to that time, Lam Son Il, Paul Bunyan, Bu Dop (aka Battle of Hill
172), An Loc, and An Loc Il and numerous other operations and small unit actions / Contact with the enemy was
almost daily / When the 1st Infantry Division stood down in March and April 1970 the 1st and 2nd Battalion's
colors were cased and the soldiers were either reassigned to other units in Vietnam or returned to the United
States to be discharged

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War
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The Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) is a United States Army military decoration. The badge is awarded to
infantrymen and Special Forces soldiers in the rank of colonel and below, who fought in active ground combat
while assigned as members of either an Infantry or Special Forces unit of brigade size or smaller at any time after
6 December 1941

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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) D . . .
Name: HERDLE Killed in Vietnam Hometown: ~WEST SENECA

JEFFERY C.
Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1968
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: E-4
Year Discharged: 1972

Unit / Squadron:

23RD CIVIL ENGINEERING SQUADRON, TACTICAL AIR COMMAND

Medals / Citations:
PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: EXPERT (SMALL ARMS)

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Staff-Sergeant Jeffery C. Herdle honorably served in the United States Air Force / SSGT Jeffrey Herdle was
deployed to Vietnam for 18 months serving as a Base Sanitary Maintenance Mechanic / SSgt Herdle was
awarded the Purple Heart for wounds received in combat action

Jeffery Herdle received his Honorable Discharge from the United States Air Force on 4 April 1972

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Jeffery C. Herdle passed away on 12 November 2017

Constituted as the23rd Installations Squadron, Fighter, Single Engine on 10 Aug 1948, it was redesignated 23rd

Civil Engineering Squadron and activated, 28 Jan 1964 / The squadron received many Air Force Outstanding Unit
Awards during 1970-1997

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American

decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
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order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

2016 WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring All Vietnam War

and

Vietnam Era Veterans

| | 1 November 1955 - 30 April 1975 I I I I l|

West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

) D . . .
Name: HERKEY Killed in Vietnam Hometown: ~WEST SENECA

KENNETH L.
Address: MAIN STREET

Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1967
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: SGT

Year Discharged: 1971
Unit / Squadron:

410TH BOMBARDMENT WING , CIVIL ENGINEERING
Medals / Citations:

GOOD CONDUCT

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Kenneth L. Herkey honorably served in the United States Air Force
Base Assignments:

Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas - Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas - Lackland Air Force
Base is a United States Air Force base located in Bexar County, Texas / The base is under the jurisdiction of the
802d Mission Support Group, Air Education and Training Command (AETC) and an enclave of the city of San
Antonio / It is the only site for Air Force enlisted Basic Military Training (BMT) / Lackland AFB is part of Joint Base
San Antonio, an amalgamation of the Fort Sam Houston, the Randolph Air Force Base and Lackland Air Force
Base, which were merged on 1 October 2010 / Lackland is best known for its role in being the sole location for

U.S. Air Force enlisted Basic Military Training (BMT) for the active duty Regular Air Force, Air Force Reserve and
Air National Guard

Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas - Sheppard AFB, located near Wichita Falls, was is named in honor of Senator
John Morris Sheppard of Texas (1875-1941), chairman of the Senate Military Affairs Committee from 1933 until
his death on 9 April 1941 / Senator Sheppard helped lead the fight for military preparedness before the attack
on Pearl Harbor / It was officially opened as a United States Army Air Corps training center on 17 October 1941,
following the arrival of the first military members on 14 June 1941 / As the Army Air Corps became the Army Air
Forces, facilities were completed sufficiently to allow the first class of 22 aviation mechanics to enter training
that October; the class graduated 23 February 1942 / Sheppard Field reached its peak strength of 46,340 people
while serving as a separation center for troops being discharged following World War Il from September through
November 1945 / Communications, refrigeration, air conditioning, and power production operator and
repairman training were transferred to Sheppard in 1959
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K.l. Sawyer Air Force Base, Michigan - K.I. Sawyer AFB was located south of the city of Marquette, near the
center of Michigan's Upper Peninsula / The base was first established as K.I. Sawyer County Airport in 1949, as
Marquette County's municipal airport / It was named in honor of Kenneth Ingalls Sawyer, a former County
Highway Department employee / On January 24, 1955, the U.S. Government signed a 99-year lease establishing
K.l. Sawyer AFB at the site of the County Airport and agreed to joint use / However, the site was transferred to
total Air Force control in 1956 and non-military operations ended in 1957 / In January 1956, K.I. Sawyer AFB
became the home of the 473rd Fighter Group, a unit of the Eastern Air Defense Command, but in 1959, the
473rd FG became the 56th Fighter Group and was host for the Sault Ste. Marie Air Defense Sector and the
4042nd Strategic Wing, a Strategic Air Command unit / In February 1963, the 4042nd SW was discontinued and
the 410th Bombardment Wing or 410th Bomb Wing was activated / In 1963, the Wing began conducting flying
operations with the B-52H Stratofortress and the KC- 135 Stratotanker / With the disestablishment of SAC, the
base came under control of the Air Combat Command in June 1992 / In 1993 the Defense Base Closure and
Realignment Commission announced K.l. Sawyer was on the closure list, and in September 1995, K.l. Sawyer AFB
officially closed

Miscelleaneous:

Kenneth Herkey graduated from West Seneca Seneca High School / Herkey worked a variety of jobs prior to
entering the military / After his Honorable Discharge from the U.S. Air Force, Kenneth Herkey worked in the
HVAC (Heating and Air Conditioning) field / Kenneth Herkey is a long time member and former Chaplain of
American Legion Post #735 and is part of the Color Guard
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Name: HIAM Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
DANIEL C.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Daniel C. Hiam honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Daniel Hiam was a Steamfitter with Local 22 / Hiam was a member of the Monsignor Nash Knights of Columbus /
Daniel C. Hiam passed away on 13 December 2024 at the age of 85 years old
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Name: HOLODY [ Killed in Vietnam
JAMES E.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: OAKBROOK DRIVE

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1969
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SGT

Year Discharged: 1970
Unit / Squadron:

1ST AIR CAVALRY DIVISION
Medals / Citations:

BRONZE STAR W/OAK LEAF CLUSTER

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant James J. Holody honorably served in the United States Army / SGT James Holody was assigned as a
Radio Operator in Tay Ninh Provence, Vietnam / SGT Holody was awarded the Bronze Star Medal for
meritorious service in a combat zone

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

James Holody serves as Treasurer with the Independent Computer Services Corporation

The Field Radio Operator is skilled in the long list of radios for all frequency ranges and uses / The radios used
are divided among the frequency range as well as for their specific uses / The Radioman will not be an
infantryman or a tanker, but if assigned to those units, he will be fighting side by side with the members of those
combat units and carrying a radio or operating the vehicle-mounted radio / Some select radiomen will get
assigned to go out with the infantry companies and will be responsible for the communications in that company

/ However, in the larger communication units, the radioman will be with other radiomen and fellow
communicators

Formed in 1921, the 1st Cavalry is based at Fort Hood, Texas / The 1st Cavalry Division ("First Team") is a
combined arms division and is one of the most decorated combat divisions of the United States Army, as well as
the other four branches of the U.S. military / The 1st Cavalry served during World War I, Korea, Vietnam, the
Persian Gulf War, with the Stabilization Force in Bosnia-Herzegovina, in the Iraq War, in the War in Afghanistan
(2001-2014) and in Operation Freedom’s Sentinel / While fighting in Vietnam, the 1st Cavalry Division was no
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longer a conventional infantry unit, the division had become an air assault division as the 1st Cavalry Division
(Airmobile), commonly referred to as the 1st Air Cavalry Division / The use of helicopters on such large scale as
troop carriers, cargo lift ships, medevacs, and as aerial rocket artillery, was never before implemented, but by
doing so it freed the infantry from the tyranny of terrain to attack the enemy at the time and place of its
choosing / In 1965, colors and subordinate unit designations of the 1st Cavalry Division were transferred from
Korea to Fort Benning, Georgia / During the Vietnam War, the First Cavalry Division suffered more casualties
than any other army division: 5,444 men killed in action and 26,592 wounded in action

The Bronze Star Medal (BSM) is a is the fourth-highest individual military award and the ninth-highest by order
of precedence in the United States Armed Forces / The Bronze Star is awarded to members of the United States
Armed Forces for either heroic achievement, heroic service, meritorious achievement, or meritorious service in a
combat zone / When the medal is awarded by the Army and Air Force for acts of valor in combat, the "V" Device
is authorized for wear on the medal
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Name: HOUCK [ Killed in Vietnam
KENNETH F.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1969
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: E-5

Year Discharged: 1972
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL (KOREA) NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

L] Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Specialist Fifth-Class Kenneth F. Houck honorably served in the United States Army / SP5 Kenneth Houck was
assigned to the U.S. Army Ordnance Branch as an Engine & Powertrain Repairman / SP5 Houck had 12 months

of foreign service in Korea in support of operations in Vietnam

Specialist Fifth-Class Kenneth F. Houck was honorably discharged from active duty on 2 March 1972

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Kenneth Houck was a longtime member of the former Harvey D. Morin Veterans of Foreign Wars, VFW Post

#2940 in West Seneca / Kenneth F. Houck passed away on 24 March 2023 at the age of 73 years old

The U.S. Army Ordnance Corps mission is to support the development, production, acquisition, and sustainment
of weapon systems, ammunition, missiles, electronics, and ground mobility materiel during peace and war to

provide combat power to the U.S. Army

The Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (AFEM) is a military award of the United States Armed Forces, which was
first created in 1961 by Executive Order of President John Kennedy / The medal is awarded to members of the
U.S. Armed Forces who, after July 1, 1958, participated in U.S. military operations, U.S. operations in direct

support of the United Nations, or U.S. operations of assistance for friendly foreign nations

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
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served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the

present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

Town of West Seneca, New York
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) D . . .
Name: HURD Killed in Vietnam Hometown: WEST SENECA

PETER G.
Address:

Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1963
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: QM3
Year Discharged: 1967
Unit / Squadron:

USS DAMATO (DD 871)

Medals / Citations:
ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL
[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Quartermaster 3rd Class Petty Officer Peter Grant Hurd honorably served in the United States Navy and
assigned to the Dominican Republic

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Peter Hurd was the former owner and president of EPCO Manufacturing / Peter Hurd was a member of Veterans
of Foreign Wars, VFW Post #2940 and former American Legion Commander of Erie County / Peter Grant Hurd
passed away on 12 July 2022 at the age of 77 years old

USS Damato (DD-871) was a Gearing-class destroyer of the United States Navy / She was named for Corporal
Anthony P. Damato USMC (1922-1944), who was killed in action during the Battle of Eniwetok in the Marshall
Islands and posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor / The Damato was commissioned on 27 April 1946 /
From September to November 1950, Damato had her first tour of duty with the 6th Fleet in the Mediterranean
Sea, and during the next year joined in hunter-killer operations in the South Atlantic / Damato served with the
Pacific Fleet from June 1967 until February 1968 / On 12 and 13 December 1967, Damato conducted naval
gunfire support (NGFS) missions while in the Saigon River, Vietnam / The USS Damato was decommissioned on
30 September 1980 and stricken from the Naval Vessel Register / Damato was transferred to Pakistan as Tippu
Sultan, on 1 October 1980 and scrapped in 1994

The Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (AFEM) is a military award of the United States Armed Forces, which was
first created in 1961 by Executive Order of President John Kennedy / The medal is awarded to members of the
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U.S. Armed Forces who, after July 1, 1958, participated in U.S. military operations, U.S. operations in direct
support of the United Nations, or U.S. operations of assistance for friendly foreign nations

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: INCARDONA Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
COoSIMO D.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Cosimo D. Incardona honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Cosimo Incardona was a graduate of Seneca Vocational High School/ After his Honorable Discharge from the U.S.
Army, Cosimo worked for the United States Postage Service, retiring after 35 years of service / Cosimo Incardona
was a member of the Seneca High School Alumni Association and the Post Office NARFE / Incardona was a
lifetime member of the Private Leonard Post Veterans of Foreign Wars, VFW Post 6251 and the Vietnam
Veterans of America, Chapter #77 / Cosimo D. Incardona passed away on 9 February 2024 at the age of 81 years
old and is interred at St. Matthews Cemetery, West Seneca, New York
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Name:JASINSKI, SR. Killedin Vietnam o etown:  WEST SENECA
THOMAS E.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM
Service Notes:

Thomas E. "TJ" Jasinski, Sr. honorably served in the United States Marine Corps and deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Thomas E. "TJ" Jasinski, Sr. was a life member of the National Association of Postal Supervisors, past director and
life member of the Erie County Conservation Society, a life member of the Knights of Columbus Hamburg Council
#2220, a life member of the Disabled American Veterans, a life member and past Commandant of Marine Corp
League Detachment 239, and a member of the Marine Corp Heritage Foundation / Jasinski worked for the U.S.
Postal Service for 37 years, retiring as acting General Supervisor of Motor Vehicle Services / Kasinski and his

parents owned and operated Jasinski's Club 86 in Black Rock / Thomas E. "TJ" Jasinski, Sr. passed away on 11
May 2022
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Name:  JAYES Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
ARTHUR R.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:
Arthur R. Jayes honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Arthur R. Jayes passed away on 11 October 2025 at the age of 74 years old
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Name:  JENKINS [ Killed in Vietnam
GERARD F.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: SSGT
Year Discharged: 1969

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL W/ 1 SERVICE STAR REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL W/1960 DEVICE
OUTSTANDING UNIT AWARD SMALL ARMS EXPERT RIBBON

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Staff Sergeant Gerard F. "Jerry" Jenkins honorably served in the United States Air Force / SSGT Gerard Jenkins
trained as a Personnel Specialist and was deployed to Vietnam for 11 months

Staff Sergeant (E-5) Gerard "Jerry" Jenkins was honorably discharged from the U.S. Air Force on 18 December
1969

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Gerard F. "Jerry" Jenkins passed away on 4 September 2025 at the age of 80 years old

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
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January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Air Force Outstanding Unit Award is one of the unit awards of the United States Air Force / It was
established in 1954 and was the first independent Air Force decoration created / The Outstanding Unit Award is
awarded to any unit of the U.S. Air Force (including the Air Force Reserve and the Air National Guard) which
performs exceptionally meritorious service, accomplishes specific acts of outstanding achievement, excels in
combat operations against an armed enemy of the United States, or conducts with distinct military operations
involving conflict with, or exposure to, a hostile action by any opposing foreign force

The Air Force Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon (SAEMR) was authorized by the Secretary of the Air Force
on August 28th, 1962 / It is awarded to all Air Force service members (Active and Reservists) who, qualifies as
"Expert" in small-arms marksmanship with either the M-16 rifle or issue handgun after January 1st, 1963

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: JERGE Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA

DAVID R.
Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: EO3

Year Discharged: 1968
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Equipment Operator (Hauling) 3rd Class David Robert Jerge honorably served in the United States Navy / EO3
David Jerge was deployed to Vietnam as a Truck Driver

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

David R. Jerge was a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars, VFW Post #2940

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
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served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

Name: JOHNSON [ Killed in Vietnam
EDWIN J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L] Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1960
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: MM3

Year Discharged: 1966
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Machinist's Mate Third-Class Edwin J. Johnson honorably served in the United States Navy

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Machinist's Mate (Surface) (MM) Machinist's Mates operate and maintain steam turbines and reduction gears
used for ship propulsion and auxiliary machinery such as turbogenerators, pumps and oil purifiers / They also
maintain auxiliary machinery outside of main machinery spaces, such as electrohydraulic steering engines and
elevators, refrigeration plants, air conditioning systems and desalinization plants / They may also operate and
maintain compressed gas producing plants / The duties performed by MMs include: aligning piping systems for
oil, water, air and steam, and controlling the operation of ship boilers and steam turbines used for ship
propulsion and service systems; controlling operation of turbogenerators used to produce electrical power;
leaning, adjusting, testing and performing other preventive maintenance on a ship's boilers, main engines,
turbogenerators and other auxiliary machinery including steering engines, elevators, winches, pumps and
associated valves; operating and maintaining desalinization plants (distilling plants) to make fresh water from
sea water; maintaining refrigeration plants, air conditioning systems and galley equipment; repairing or replacing
valves, pumps, heat exchangers, compressors, steam turbines and hydraulic or pneumatic control devices;

making entries in and analyzing machinery operating records and reports / Machinist's mates work within the
hull of a ship in fire rooms, boiler rooms, engine rooms or shops
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Name: JOHNSON [ Killed in Vietnam
GERALD D.

Hometown: ~ WEST SENECA
Address: 245 NORTHWOOD AVENUE
L Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

Service Bran&h: NAVY Rank: MS-2 vear Entered:

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

USS HANCOCK (CVA-19)

Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
NAVY UNIT COMMENDATION MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Machinist's Mate Petty Officer Second-Class Gerald Johnson honorably served in the United States Navy / MS-2

Johnson was part of the Deck Force, handling the ship lines on the USS Hancock / MS-2 Johnson also worked
onboard in the mail room and as a ship's cook

MS-2 Gerald Johnson retired from the U.S. Navy after 20 years of service

Base Assignments:

Great Lakes Training Center, lllinois - Home of the United States Navy's only boot camp, located near North
Chicago, in Lake County, lllinois / Naval Station Great Lakes is the second largest military installation in lllinois
and the largest training station in the Navy

Miscelleaneous:

Prior to enlisting in the Navy, Jerry Johnson graduated from West Seneca High School / After an honorable
discharge from the Navy, Gerald Johnson went to work at West Seneca West Senior High School as a Custodial
Engineer / Johnson is a member and 1st Vice Commander of West Seneca American Legion Post 735

The USS Hancock (CV/CVA-19) was one of 24 Essex-class aircraft carriers built during World War Il / The ship was
the fourth US Navy ship to bear the name, and was named for John Hancock, president of the Second
Continental Congress and first governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts / The Hancock was

commissioned in April 1944, and served in several campaigns in the Pacific Theater of Operations, earning four
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battle stars / Decommissioned shortly after the end of WWII, she was modernized and recommissioned in the
early 1950s as an attack carrier (CVA) / In her second career, the Hancock operated exclusively in the Pacific,
playing a prominent role in the Vietnam War, for which she earned a Navy Unit Commendation / The Hancock
was the first US Navy carrier to have steam catapults installed / The USS Hancock was decommissioned in 1976
and sold for scrap

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Navy Meritorious Unit Commendation (MUC) is a unit award of the United States Navy presented to U.S.
Navy and Marine Corps units / The award is presented for service that is performed with character that would be
comparable to the Bronze Star Medal / The Navy Meritorious Unit Commendation is awarded to any unit of the
Navy or Marine Corps that has distinguished itself, under combat or non-combat conditions, by either valorous
or meritorious achievement, which renders the unit outstanding compared to other units performing similar
service, but not sufficient to justify award of the Navy Unit Commendation / To justify this award, the unit must
have performed service of a character comparable to that which would merit the award of a Bronze Star Medal,
or achievement of like caliber in a non-combat situation, to an individual / Additional awards are represented by
wearing a Bronze Star device on the service ribbon

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: JORDAN Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
ROBERT E.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Robert E. Jordan honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Robert E. Jordan passed away on 29 January 2026 at the age of 78 years old and is interred at Holy Cross
Cemetery, Lackawanna, New York
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Name: KACZKOWSKI Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
PAUL
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Paul Kaczkowski honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Paul Kaczkowski was employed by Metro Community News as an Advertising Salesman / Paul Kaczkowski passed
away on 7 March 2025
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Name: KALEJTA [ Killed in Vietnam
RICHARD J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1957
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: PVT

Year Discharged: 1959
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Private Richard J. "Dicko" Kalejta honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Richard J. "Dicko" Kalejta passed away on 10 October 1998 at the age of 63 years old and is intrerred at St.
Matthew's Cemetery, West Seneca, New York
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Name: KANDEFER, JR. LI Killed in Vietnam WEST SENECA

Hometown:
STANLEY J.
Address: UNION ROAD

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1967
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: E-5
Year Discharged: 1969
Unit / Squadron:

101ST AIRBORNE

Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART BRONZE STAR (2)

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
COMBAT INFANTRYMAN BADGE GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant Stanley J. Kandefer, Jr. honorably served in the United States Army / SGT Kandefer taught specialized
training to Army personnel while stationed in Fort Jackson, South Carolina

Sergeant Kandefer was deployed to Vietnam and was Wounded in Action, stepping on a land mine, while on a
Search & Destroy mission in a remote section of Kon Tum province in South Vietnam / Sergeant Kandefer spent
a year-and-a-half at Fitzsimons Army Hospital in Colorado recovering from his wounds

Base Assignments:

Fort Benning, Georgia - Camp Benning, near Columbus, Georgia was established in 1909 and has served as the
Home of the Infantry / Renamed Fort Benning in 1922, the base is named after Henry L. Benning, a brigadier
general in the Confederate States Army during the Civil War / Fort Benning supports more than 120,000 active-
duty military, family members, reserve component soldiers, retirees, and civilian employees on a daily basis / It is
a power projection platform, and possesses the capability to deploy combat-ready forces by air, rail, and highway

Fort Jackson, South Carolina - Located within the city of Columbia, the camp was created in 1917 and named for
Andrew Jackson, a United States Army General and seventh President of the United States of America / Fort
Jackson is the largest and most active initial entry training center in the U.S. Army, training 50 percent of all
soldiers and 60 percent of the women entering the Army each year / Providing the Army with new soldiers is the
post's primary mission. 35,000 potential soldiers attend basic training and 8,000 advanced individual training
soldiers train at Fort Jackson annually
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Miscelleaneous:

Stanley J. Kandefer graduated from West Seneca West Senior High School in 1964 / Prior to being drafted into
the U. S. Army, Kandefer graduated from Bryant & Stratton Business School with an Accounting Degree / After
his Honorable Discharge, Kandefer, as a Master Plumber, went into the family business of heating and
plumbing, eventually becoming the owner of Kandefer Plumbing & Heating, Inc. / Passing on the business to
family members, Kandefer retired from the day-to-day activities but remains very active in the industry /
Kandefer was instrumental in creating the West Seneca Vietham Memorial, honoring those who lost their lives
while serving in Vietnam / Stanley Kandefer is a lifetime member of Veterans of Foreign Wars, VFW Post 8113 /
Stanley J. Kandefer, Jr. passed away on 27 September 2023

The 101st Airborne Division ("Screaming Eagles") is an elite modular specialized light infantry division of the US
Army / Trained for air assault operations, it has been referred to as "the tip of the spear" / It is the most potent
and tactically mobile of the U.S. Army's divisions / The 101st Airborne is able to plan, coordinate, and execute
brigade-size air assault operations capable of seizing key terrain in support of operational objectives, and is
capable of working in austere environments with limited or degraded infrastructure / These particular
operations are conducted by highly mobile teams covering extensive distances and engaging enemy forces
behind enemy lines / Its unique battlefield mobility and high level of training have kept it in the vanguard of US
land combat forces in recent conflicts / From 1965 to 1967, the 1st brigade operated independently as sort of a
fire brigade and earned the reputation as being called the "Nomads of Vietnam" / They literally fought in every
area of Vietnam from the Demilitarized Zone up north all the way down the Central Highlands / In May 1967 the
1st Brigade operated as part of Task Force Oregon / The rest of the 101st was deployed to Vietnam in November
1967 and the 1st Brigade rejoined its parent Division / The 101st was deployed in the northern | Corps region
operating against the People's Army of Vietnam (PAVN) infiltration routes through Laos and the A Shau Valley
for most of the war / In almost seven years of combat in Vietnam, elements of the 101st participated in 15
campaigns / Notable among these were the Battle of Hamburger Hill in 1969 and Firebase Ripcord in 1970 / The
101st Airborne were called the "Chicken Men" by the North Viethnamese because of their insignia. (The
Vietnamese had never seen an eagle before) / Enemy commanders are said to have warned their men to avoid
the Chicken Men at all costs because they were sure to lose any engagement with them / In the seven years that
all or part of the division served in Vietnam it suffered 4,011 killed in action and 18,259 wounded in action / The
division, during this time, participated in 12 separate campaigns and 17 of the division's Medal of Honor
recipients are from this period of time — all this giving the 101st Airborne Division a combat record unmatched
by any other division

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Bronze Star Medal (BSM) is a is the fourth-highest individual military award and the ninth-highest by order
of precedence in the United States Armed Forces / The Bronze Star is awarded to members of the United States
Armed Forces for either heroic achievement, heroic service, meritorious achievement, or meritorious service in a
combat zone / When the medal is awarded by the Army and Air Force for acts of valor in combat, the "V" Device
is authorized for wear on the medal
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The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) is a United States Army military decoration. The badge is awarded to
infantrymen and Special Forces soldiers in the rank of colonel and below, who fought in active ground combat
while assigned as members of either an Infantry or Special Forces unit of brigade size or smaller at any time after
6 December 1941

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses

The Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) is a United States Army military award / The badge is awarded to
infantrymen and Special Forces soldiers in the rank of colonel and below, who fought in active ground combat
while assigned as members of either an Infantry, Ranger or Special Forces unit, of brigade size or smaller, any
time after 6 December 1941 / On or after 18 September 2001: a Soldier must be an Army infantry or special
forces officer (SSI 11 or 18) in the grade of Colonel or below, or an Army enlisted Soldier or warrant officer with
an infantry or special forces MOS, who has satisfactorily performed duty while assigned or attached as a member
of an infantry, ranger or special forces unit of brigade, regimental, or smaller size during any period such unit
was engaged in active ground combat, to close with and destroy the enemy with direct fires / A Soldier must be
personally present and under fire while serving in an assigned infantry or Special Forces primary duty, in a unit
engaged in active ground combat, to close with and destroy the enemy with direct fires
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Name: KANE Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
GARY E.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Gary Kane honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Gary Kane was a retired Senior Highway Maintenance Engineer for Erie County / Gary E. Kane passed away on 25
May 2025

2016 WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring All Vietnam War
and

Vietnam Era Veterans

| o | 1November1955-30ApriI1975I ||| ||

West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: KARN Killed in Vietham
WAYNE D.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 22 LARKWOOD ROAD
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank: LCPL

Year Discharged: KIA
Unit / Squadron:
A CO, 1ST BATTALION, 5TH MARINES, 1ST MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE (MAGTF)
| MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE (MEF)
I MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCES (MAF)

Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL

VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL COMBAT ACTION RIBBON

MARINE CORPS PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS
MARINE CORPS EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Lance Corporal Wayne Douglas Karn honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / LCPL Wayne Karn
was deployed to Vietnam as a Machine Gunner / LCPL Wayne Karn was Killed in Action on 20 June 1967 from
small arms fire during combat operations in Quang Nam Province, South Vietnam

In June 1967, with termination of Operation UNION, the Battalion retained its forward Command Post on Hill 51
and continued to conduct combat operations in the Que Son District of Quang Nam Province / During a security
patrol on Route 514 west of Hill 51 near the village of Lanh Thoung several rounds of sniper fire rang out, LCPL
Wayne Karn was struck and killed by the hostile fire

LCPL Karn was a Machine Gunner and served in Cuba for four months prior to being deployed to Viethnam
Base Assignments:

Parris Island, South Carolina - Marine Corps Recruit Depot (MCRD) Parris Island is a Marine Corps. military
installation located within Port Royal, South Carolina. MCRD Parris Island was established on 1 November 1915
and designated for the training of enlisted Marines. Male recruits living east of the Mississippi River and female
recruits from all over the United States report to Parris Island to receive their initial training
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Camp Leleune, North Carolina - Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune is a 246-square-mile United States military
training facility in Jacksonville, North Carolina / Constructed in 1942, the base is named in honor of the 13th
Commandant of the Marine Corps, John A. Lejeune / Its 14 miles of beaches make the base a major area for
amphibious assault training, and its location between two deep-water ports (Wilmington and Morehead City)
allows for fast deployments / One of the satellite facilities of Camp Lejeune served for a while as a third boot
camp for the Marines, in addition to Parris Island and San Diego

Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, California - Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton is located on the Southern
California coast, in San Diego County / The base was established in 1942 to train U.S. Marines for service in
World War Il and was named after Major General Joseph Henry Pendleton (1860-1942), who had long
advocated setting up a training base for the Marine Corps on the west coast / Camp Pendleton trained the
country's fighting force for the Korean and Vietham Wars with approximately 200,000 Marines passing through
the base on their way to the Far East / In 1975 Camp Pendleton was the first military base in the U.S. to provide
accommodations for Vietnamese evacuees in Operation New Arrivals; over 50,000 refugees came to the base in
the largest humanitarian airlift in history / Camp Pendelton is thehome for | Marine Expeditionary Force and
various training commands

Miscelleaneous:

Wayne Karn graduated from West Seneca Central High School in 1964 / After graduation, Karn was a dental
technician for the Agthe Dental Laboratory / Prior to being drafted into the Marine Corps on 22 March 1966,
Karn was a truck driver for Fisher-Price Toys / Wayne Douglas Karn was 20 years old at the time of his passing
and is interred at Acacia Park Cemetery, North Tonawanda, New York

Wayne Douglas Karn is honored on the Vietham Veteran's Memorial in Washington D.C. - Name inscribed at
VVM Wall, Panel 22e, Line 25

Marine Corps Machine Gunners are responsible for the deployment, care, mounting, and unmounting of heavy
machine guns / There are several types of heavy machine guns / The primary mission of these machine guns is to
provide overwhelming firepower while in a firefight or while suppressing an enemy position / While on foot
patrol, the machine guns are carried in support of infantry platoons or light armored reconnaissance units / On
convoys, the machine gunners are responsible for mounting and utilizing heavy machine guns in the form of 50-
caliber or 40 mm heavy machine guns / Machine gunners are usually referred to as “31s” by the other infantry
Marines in their platoon or battalion

1st Battalion, 5th Marines (1/5) is an infantry battalion in the United States Marine Corps based out of Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton, California consisting of approximately 800 Marines and sailors / Nicknamed
“Geronimo”, it falls under the command of the 5th Marine Regiment and the 1st Marine Division / The battalion
was formed in 1914 and has served in every major conflict that the United States has been involved in since then
/ On 25 May 1917, the battalion was activated and deployed to France on 1 June 1917. 1/5 participated in the
following World War | campaigns: Aisne, Aisen-Marne, St. Mihiel, Meuse-Argonne, Toulon-Troyon, Chateau-
Thierry, Marabache, and Limey / During World War Il, the Marines of 1st Battalion fought at Guadalcanal, New
Guinea, Peleliu, and Okinawa / During October 1949, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines / During October 1949, the
battalion was deployed to Korea and fought at Pusan Perimeter, Inchon, Seoul and Chosin Reservoir / From June
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1966 to March 1971, 1/5 was deployed to South Vietnam / The battalion participated in action around Chu Lai,
Danang, Quang Nam, Que Son Valley, Hoi An, Phu Loc and An Hoa / The unit was deactivated in June 1974, but
once again was quickly reactivated in March 1975 / The battalion played a major role in the Battle of Hue during
February 1968 / Engaging the enemy in the famous Citadel on the north side of the Perfume River, the battalion
became known as the "Citadel Battalion"

The | Marine Expeditionary Force is a Marine Air Ground Task Force (MAGTF) of the United States Marine Corps
primarily composed of the 1st Marine Division, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, and 1st Marine Logistics Group / It is
based at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton / | Marine Expeditionary Force is the largest of the three MEFs in
the Fleet Marine Force and is often referred to as the "Warfighting MEF" for its consistent involvement and
contributions in major armed conflicts

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Combat Action Ribbon (colloquially "CAR"), is a high precedence United States Navy, United States Coast
Guard, and United States Marine Corps military decoration awarded to United States sea service members "who
have actively participated in ground or surface combat" / Coast Guardsmen, Navy sailors, and Marines active in
clandestine, stealth or special operations are deemed eligible for consideration of the award / The U.S. Navy first
authorized the Combat Action Ribbon on 17 February 1969 / The CAR is awarded to members of the Navy and
Marine Corps with a rank no higher than captain and colonel, respectively

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
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Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal is a military award of the United States Marine Corps / It was established
on 8 May 1919 as the Marine Corps Expeditionary Ribbon / To be awarded the Marine Corps Expeditionary
Medal, a Marine must have engaged in a landing on foreign territory, participated in combat operations against
an opposing force, or participated in a designated operation for which no other service medal is authorized /
After 1961, some commands permitted eligible personnel to choose between the Marine Corps Expeditionary
Medal, or the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, depending on the nature of the operation in question

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: KELLER Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
JOHN L.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: SMN
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Seaman John L. Keller honorably served in the United States Navy and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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) D . . .
Name: KELLY Killed in Vietnam Hometown: ~WEST SENECA

BRIAN F.
Address: 1751 ORCHARD PARK ROAD

Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1963
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP-4

Year Discharged: 1965
Unit / Squadron:

KOREAN MILITARY ADVISORY GROUP (KMAG)
NIKE ARTILLERY BATTERY

Medals / Citations:

GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth-Class Brian F. Kelly honorably served in the United States Army / SP4 Brian Kelly was attached
to the Korean Military Advisory group (KMAG) near Busan, Korea / SP4 Brian Kelly spent 13 months in Korea as a
Classified Document Specialist and Ration Card Administrator

Base Assignments:

Ft. Dix, New Jersey - Fort Dix was established on 16 July 1917 as Camp Dix, named in honor of Major General
John Adams Dix, a veteran of the War of 1812 and the American Civil War, and a former United States Senator,
Secretary of the Treasury and Governor of New York / Ft. Dix was used for the mobilization, training and
demobilizion of soldiers from World War | through April 2015 / On 1 October 2009, Fort Dix was consolidated
with an adjoining U.S. Air Force and Navy facility to become part of Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst (JB MDL)

Selfridge Air Force Base, Lake St. Clair, Michigan - Originally named Selfridge Army Air Base, it was created in
1917 and was named after Army 1st Lieutenant Thomas Selfridge who was killed while flying on a demonstration
flight with Wilbur and Orville Wright in 1908, the first military casualty of flight / In 1947 the Selfridge Army Air
Base was renamed Selfridge Air Force Base / During the Cold War era, Nike missiles were stationed at the base
to guard the industrial might of the Detroit region

Miscelleaneous:

Brian Kelly attended Orchard Park High School, graduating in 1958 / Kelly attended the State University of New
York at Buffalo from 1958 through 1963 prior to military service / Before entering the Army, Brian Kelly went to
work for the Chevrolet Tonawanda Foundry in 1961 and returned to the Foundry after his discharge, employed
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as a Clerk, Safety Inspector and Safety Engineer / Kelly became a Safety Manager at Dunlop Tire Corp in 1982
and remained there until 1991 / Kelly went to work as a Safety Engineer for the West Valley Nuclear Service
from 1991 until his retirement in 2002

The Korean Military Advisory Group (KMAG) (officially United States Military Advisory Group to the Republic of
Korea) was a United States military unit of the Korean War / Following the end of World War Il, the United States
and the Soviet union split up the administration of Korea, with the United States taking charge of the southern
half / Beginning in January 1946, the U.S. military government in the south began to form a Korean defense
force and helped to train and provide logistic support for the Republic of Korea Army

Nike batteries were part of ARADCOM, the U.S. Army Air Defense Command / Placed strategically near cities
throughout the country to prevent, “destruction of the centers of America’s great retaliatory and productive
might,” the batteries defended against Soviet aggression / From 1954 until 1974, during the height of the Cold
War, Nike Missiles guarded the New York area / The missiles were able to intercept long range Soviet Bear
Bombers and destroy them while still over the ocean / Nineteen Nike Missile sites ringed New York City / Two of
the missile sites and the Headquarters unit were located in what is now Gateway NRA / Fort Hancock (NY-56)
and Fort Tilden (NY-49) operated from 1954 to 1974, while Fort Wadsworth was the Headquarters of the 52nd
Anti-Aircraft Brigade from 1954 to 1960 / Soldiers assigned to the Nike Missile defenses worked in one of two
locations within a site / They worked at the Missile Launch Area or the radar area, known as the Integrated Fire
Control Area (IFC) / These soldiers lived at these locations in ready barracks when they were on 24-hour duty
shifts / Fort Tilden and Fort Hancock were both considered double battery sites as they each had two missile
batteries / Each battery had two underground storage rooms for a total of 4 magazines at each site / Each
magazine room had a large elevator that raised and lowered missiles

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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) D . . .
Name: KERWIN Killed in Vietnam Hometown: ~WEST SENECA

BRIAN L.
Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

Year Entered:

Service Bran&h: AIR FORCE Rank:SGT
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Sergeant Brian L. Kerwin honorably served in the United States Air Force and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Brian Kerwin was active with the Boy Scouts of America / Kerwin was employed by the Veterans Administration
until his retirement / Brian L. Kerwin passed away on 7 July 2024 at the age of 75 years old

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
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served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

Name: KILGER [ Killed in Vietnam
ROBERT J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

[J Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: RM3C

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM
Service Notes:

Radioman Third-Class Robert J. Kilger honorably served in the United States Navy and was deployed to Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Navy Radioman (RM) was a rating for United States Navy and United States Coast Guard enlisted personnel,
specializing in communications technology / The Radiomen of the US Navy were responsible for transmitting and
receiving radio signals, and processing all forms of telecommunications through various transmission media
aboard ships, aircraft and at shore facilities / Their duties also included message systems for generalized
broadcasts and unit specific messages that were handled based on message priority and handling procedures /
They were also responsible for the proper handling and destruction of classified material / Radiomen were also

responsible for periodic maintenance of the communications equipment, to include transmitters, receivers and
antennas
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Name: KLINSHAW [ Killed in Vietnam
NORBERT J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

129TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

Medals / Citations:
AIR MEDAL VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Norbert J. "Norb" Klinshaw honorably served in the United States Army / Norbert Klinshaw was assigned as a
crew Chief and gunner in the Army's 129th Assault Helicopter Company / Norbert Klinshaw was awarded the Air
Medal for meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

After receiving his Honorable Discharge from the Army, Norbert J. Klinshaw went to work for Bethlehem Steel as
a steelworker before his retirement / Klinshaw joined the Winchester Fire Company and served as a Volunteer
Fireman for 57 years / Norbert J. "Norb" Klinshaw passed away on 29 March 2021 at the age of 75 years old

The 129th Aviation Company was formed July 3rd 1965 and was activated July 5th 1965 at Fort Campbell,
Kentucky / The 129th Aviation Company served in Vietnam from 21 October 1965 to 8th March 1973 / The
129th was assigned to the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion which arrived in Vietnam on 29th October 1965 / The
primary mission of the 129th Assault Helicopter Company was to provide tactical air movement of the U.S. and
allied troops in connection with counter-insurgency operations against hostile forces in the Republic of Vietnam
/ The secondary mission of the 129th Assault Helicopter Company was to provide tactical air movement of
supplies and equipment within the tactical area of responsibility

The Air Medal (AM) is a military decoration of the United States Armed Forces / It was created in 1942 and is
awarded for single acts of heroism or meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight
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The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietnam War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: KLUCK [ Killed in Vietnam
JOSEPH D.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1960
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP-4

Year Discharged: 1962
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Specialist Fourth-Class Joseph D. Kluck honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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Name: KNEZEVIC Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
THOMAS J.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1969

Service Branch: ARMY Rank:

Year Discharged: 1971
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:
PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL
VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL MARKMANSHIP BADGE: EXPERT (RIFLE)

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM
Service Notes:

Thomas J. "TK" Knezevic honorably served in the United States Army / Thomas Knezevic was deployed to
Vietnam as a Light Weapons Infantryman / Thomas Knezevic was assigned to the 6th Infantry Regiment, 198th

Infantry Brigade in Vietnam at Base LZ Bayonet, near Chu Lai / Thomas Knezevic was awarded the Purple Heart
for wounds suffered on the battlefield

Thomas Knezevic received his Honorable Discharge from the U.S. Army on 28 January 1971

Base Assignments:

Chu Lai, Vietnam - Located approximately 56 miles southeast of Da Nang, Chu Lai was a U.S. military base from
1965 to 1971 during the Vietnam War / Originally established by the Marines, the base was handed over to the

U.S. Army's Task Force Oregon in April 1967 and subsequently became the headquarters and base area for the
23rd Americal Division from September 1967 until November 1971

Miscelleaneous:

Thomas Knezevic retired from the Ford Stamping Plant / Thomas J. "TK" Knezevic passed away on 16 May 2025
at the age of 76 years old and is interred at Lakeside Cemetery, Hamburg, New York

Light Weapons Infantryman lack heavy weapons and armor or with a reduced vehicle footprint / Light infantry
units lack the greater firepower, operational mobility and protection of mechanized or armored units, but
possess greater tactical mobility and the ability to execute missions in severely restrictive terrain and in areas

where weather makes vehicular mobility difficult / Light infantry forces typically rely on their ability to operate
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under restrictive conditions, surprise, violence of action, training, stealth, field craft, and fitness levels of the
individual soldiers to compensate for their reduced lethality / Despite the usage of the term "light", forces in a
light unit must carry everything they require to fight, survive and win due to lack of vehicles

The 198th Infantry Brigade, was first formed as part of the United States Army Reserve's 99th Division / It was
active from 1967 through 1971 and has been active since 2007 as an Infantry Training Brigade as part of the US
Army Infantry School at Fort Moore (formerly Fort Benning), Georgia / During the years of 1967-1971, as part of
the Vietnam War, the 198th was part of the United States Army's 23rd "Americal" Infantry Division / In 1968,
elements of the 198th Infantry Brigade participated in the Battle of Kham Duc / Reactivated on 15 May 2007, the
198th Infantry Brigade now serves as an Infantry Training Brigade at Fort Moore (formerly Fort Benning), Georgia
with the mission to train and prepare infantry soldiers for their critical roles in the U.S. Army

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: KOENIG [ Killed in Vietnam
RICHARD E.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 50 BOSSE LANE
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:

Richard E. Koenig honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Richard E. Koenig passed away on 10 January 2026 at the age of 85 years old

2016 WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring All Vietnam War
and

Vietnam Era Veterans

| E@ | 1 November 1955 - 30 April 1975 l lll ||

West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Name: KOSIS Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
ANTHONY D.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM
Service Notes:
Anthony D. Kosis honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Anthony D. Kosis passed away on 12 November 2022
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Name: KOSMOSKI, JR. Killedin Vietnam o etown:  WEST SENECA
STANLEY A.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Stanley A. "Jack Welles" Kosmoski, Jr. honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Stanley A. "Jack Welles" Kosmoski, Jr. passed away on 16 January 2023
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Name: KOSTEK [ Killed in Vietnam
EDWARD

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1958
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: PFC

Year Discharged: 1960
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Private First-Class Edward Kostek honorably served in the United States Army / PFC Edward Kostek was
stationed in Germany

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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Name: KOWAL [ Killed in Vietnam
ROBERT S.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP4

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth-Class Robert S. Kowal honorably served in the United States Army / SP-4 Robert Kowal was
deployed to Vietham as a Forward Artillery Observer

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Robert Kowal graduated from Frontier Central High School in 1962 / in 1964, Kowal graduated from Bryant and
Stratton Business Institute with an Associates Degree / Robert Kowal was drafted into the United States Army in
1968 / After his Honorable Discharge from the Army, Kowal graduated with a Bachelor's of Business
Administration Degree in 1981 from Empire State College / Kowal served as the General Manager of the Star,
Skyway and Park Drive-ins and Regional Manager of the Blatt Brothers theater chain based out of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania / During the 1970's, Robert Kowal owned "Bobby's", a diner in Downtown Buffalo, New York / In
1981, Kowal and his wife purchased the Aurora Theatre in East Aurora and operated the theatre until 2003,
working as a Business Consultant to Aurora Ventures / Robert Kowal served several years on the Executive Board
of Directors of the National Association of Theater Owners / Robert S. Kowal passed away on 18 March 2023 at
the age of 79 years old and interred at Holy Cross Cemetery in Lackawanna, New York

The primary duties of the Forward Artillery Observer was to direct the fire of an artillery unit from a forward
position / Observes shell bursts and adjusts fire by forward observation or computation methods; consults with
commanders of supported unit in determination of appropriate artillery targets, normal barrage, and zones of

defense; trains personnel in procedures of artillery operation; organizes observation posts; sets up and
maintains communication systems
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) D . . .
Name: KOZA Killed in Vietnam Hometown: ~WEST SENECA

ROBERT C.
Address: 76 NASH STREET

Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1968
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: RM3
Year Discharged: 1974
Unit / Squadron:

USS NEWPORT NEWS (CA-148)

Medals / Citations:
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL NAVY COMMENDATION RIBBON
SEA SERVICE DEPLOYMENT RIBBON NAVY COLD WAR MEDAL

HONORABLE SERVICE RIBBON

L] Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Radioman Third-Class Robert C. Koza honorably served in the United States Navy / RM3 Koza handled
telecommunications for the 2nd Fleet while serving on the Flag Ship, USS Newport News / Radioman Koza's ship
patrolled the Atlantic Ocean, safeguarding the eastern seaboard of the United States and the Caribbean Sea
area, including a stop at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba / Radioman Third-Class Koza served six years in the Navy / RM3
Koza also served as a Drummer in the ship's Band

Radioman Third-Class Robert C. Koza was Honorably Discharged from the U.S. Navy on 27 August 1974
Base Assignments:

Naval Station Norfolk (Norfolk, Virginia) - Naval Station Norfolk is the headquarters and home port of the U.S.
Navy's Atlantic Fleet / In April 1917, shortly after the United States entered World War |, a bill was passed for the
purchase of land at Norfolk, and money was set aside in the amount of $1.6 million to develop the Naval
Operating Base (NOB) and other facilities / When World War Il began in Europe in 1939, new facilities were built,
including new runways for aircraft and ramps to be used by seaplanes during the war / About 400 acres was
acquired and, by 1943, the air station had become a central airfield for operations / On 1 January 1953, the
name of the naval base was officially changed to Naval Station Norfolk (NS Norfolk), after being known as the
NOB / In 1968, the Naval Air Station was given a major role in John F. Kennedy's vision of putting a man on the
moon / The air station became Recovery Control Center Atlantic, which provided command, control, and
communications for the ships and aircraft that participated in the recovery operations of Apollo 7 / Naval Station
Norfolk is home port of four carrier strike groups and their assigned ships
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Miscelleaneous:

Robert C. Koza graduated from Canisius High School prior to entering the United States Navy / After receiving his
Honorable Discharge, Koza attended Bryant and Stratton College / Koza worked at Westinghouse as an Armature
Winder until moving to TW Truck Equippers before obtaining employment in 1989 at Blue Cross & Blue Shield as
a Control Clerk, where he worked until retirement / Robert Koza served as an Assistant Chaplain at Veterans
Hospital, Buffalo as a Communion Minister and also served as Assistant Chaplain for the Navy League (A.O.S.
Bryant & Stratton) / Koza also received a Bachelor of Science Degree from the University of Buffalo and the
California Coast University (combination degree) / Robert Koza has been a member of St. John Kanty Parish in
Buffalo for more than 40 years serving as a Choir member, Lector and Boy Scout Leader for Troop 107, earning
the Vigil Honor, Wood Badge and the St. George Medal / Robert Koza was the American Legion Scouter of the
year in 2011 and the Square Knot Award Winner in 2016 / Koza was awarded the Chapel of Four Chaplains
Legion of Honor Award in 2017 / Robert Koza has been a member of American Legion Matthew Glab Post 1477
in Lackawanna for over 40 years, serving the post as Vice Commander and Boys State Chairman / Bob Koza also
is a member of AMVETS Post 8113 where he serves as Chaplain

Radiomen were responsible for transmitting and receiving radio signals, and processing all forms of
telecommunications through various transmission media aboard ships, aircraft and at shore facilities / Their
duties also included message systems for generalized broadcasts and unit specific messages that were handled
based on message priority and handling procedures / Radiomen were also responsible for the proper handling
and destruction of classified material / Radiomen were also responsible for periodic maintenance of the
communications equipment, to include transmitters, receivers and antennas

The USS Newport News (CA—148) was a Des Moines-class heavy cruiser commissioned on 29 January 1949 and
launched on 6 March 1948 by Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, Newport News, Virginia/ The
Newport News was the first fully air-conditioned surface ship in the United States Navy and the last of her age,
as well as the last all-gun heavy cruiser in commission in US naval history / In addition to annual deployments to
the Mediterranean from 1950 to 1961 for duty with the Sixth Fleet, she participated in major fleet exercises and
midshipman training cruises in the Caribbean and Western Atlantic / Operations from 1963 through 1967
consisted primarily of NATO exercises in the North Atlantic, gunnery and amphibious exercises off the Eastern
seaboard and Caribbean, and midshipman cruises / The USS Newport News was decommissioned on 27 June
1975 and stricken from the Naval Vessel Register on 31 July 1978 / She spent her twilight years as a member of
the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard's "Mothball Fleet" and was sold for scrap in New Orleans, Louisiana, on 25
February 1993

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award established by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in
1953 / The National Defense Service Medal is awarded to service members who served honorably during a
designated time period of which a "national emergency" had been declared during a time of war or conflict / As
the NDSM has been awarded to all military personnel during four wartime periods, it has millions of recipients
and is probably the most widely awarded medal in the history of the United States military, with the possible
exception of World War Il Victory Medal

The Navy Commendation Ribbon may be awarded to any person who, while serving in any capacity with the
Navy (or Marine Corps, including foreign military personnel), distinguishes himself/herself by heroic or
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meritorious achievement or service / To merit this award, the acts or services must be accomplished or
performed in a manner above that normally expected and sufficient to distinguish the individual above those
performing similar services

The Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon (NSSDR) is presented to any member of the United States Navy after
they complete a deployment at sea / A standard deployment is considered 90 consecutive days or two periods of
at least 80 days within a 12 month period

The Navy Cold War Medal recognizes all service members and federal employees who faithfully served in the
U.S. military during the Cold War era / That era is the end of World War Il, 2 September 1945, to the collapse of
the Soviet Union, 26 December 1991
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) D . . .
Name: KRAFT Killed in Vietnam Hometown: ~WEST SENECA

DONALD M.
Address:

Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: E-5

Year Discharged: 1968

Unit / Squadron:
HEADQUARTERS BATTERY, 4TH BATTALION, 3RD ARTILLERY REGIMENT, 1ST ARMORED DIVISION

Medals / Citations:
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: EXPERT (RIFLE)
[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Sergeant (E-5) Donald M. Kraft honorably served in the United States Army / SGT Donald Kraft served as a Food
Service Specialist while stationed at Fort Hood, Texas

Donald Kraft was Honorably Discharged from the US Army on 12 January 1968

Base Assignments:

Fort. Hood (Killeen, Texas) - Fort Hood, opened in August 1942, was named after Confederate General John Bell
Hood / The post is the headquarters of Il Corps and First Army Division West and is home to the 1st Cavalry
Division and 3rd Cavalry Regiment / During the late 1960s, Fort Hood trained and deployed a number of units
and individuals for duty in Vietnam

Miscelleaneous:

Donald Kraft was a life member of the Vigilant Fire Company and a member of American Legion #735 / Donald
M. "Krafty" Kraft passed away on 17 September 2021 at the age of 75 years old

Food Service Specialists function in every aspect of food preparation, including administration, procurement,
storage, and distribution / They plan menus, purchase supplies, cook food, operate food service equipment, and
provide customer service / Food Service Specialist training includes: standard and dietetic menu planning; food
preparation and cooking; basic nutrition; storage of meats, poultry, and other perishable items; dining service
operations; and food and supply ordering

Artillery is a class of heavy military ranged weapons that launch munitions far beyond the range and power of
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infantry firearms / As technology improved, lighter, more mobile field artillery cannons developed for battlefield
use / Modern self-propelled artillery vehicles are highly mobile weapons of great versatility generally providing
the largest share of an army's total firepower

The 1st Armored Division, nicknamed "Old Ironsides", is a combined arms division of the United States Army /
The division is part of Ill Armored Corps and operates out of Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas / It was the first armored
division of the United States Army to see battle in World War 1l / Since World War Il, the division has been
involved in the Cuban Missile Crisis, Persian Gulf War, Iraqg, Afghanistan, and several other operations / The
division has also received numerous awards and recognition

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps
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Name: KRAMER Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
ROBERT W.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: CW3
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Robert W. Kramer honorably served in the United States Army / CW3 Edmund Kubik
was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: KRATHAUS JR [ Killed in Vietnam
CHARLES J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

Year Entered: 1969

Service Branbh: NAVY Rank: ADJ2
Year Discharged: 1972
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Aviation Machinist's Mate Petty Officer Second-Class Charles J. Krathaus, Jr. honorably served in the United
States Navy / ADJ2 Krathaus was a Jet Engine Mechanic

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Aviation Machinist's Mates (abbreviated as AD) are United States Navy aircraft engine mechanics that inspect,
adjust, test, repair, and overhaul aircraft engines and propellers / More specifically, ADs install, maintain, and
service various aircraft engine types as well as various accessories, gear boxes, related fuel systems, and
lubrication systems; determine reasons for engine degradation using various test equipment; perform propeller

repairs; handle and service aircraft ashore or aboard ship; and can also serve as aircrewman in various types of
aircraft
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Name: KRONTHALER Killed in Vietnam
PAUL J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 139 ALLENDALE ROAD

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1968
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: PFC
Year Discharged: KIA

Unit / Squadron:

E COMPANY, 2ND BATTALION, 8TH AIR CALVARY, 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION

Medals / Citations:

BRONZE STAR MEDAL PURPLE HEART

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
COMBAT INFANTRYMAN BADGE MARKSMANSHIP BADGE

ARMY PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Private First Class Paul John Kronthaler honorably served in the United States Army / PFC Paul Kronthaler was
deployed to Vietnam on 31 March 1969 as an Infantry Direct Fire Crewman / PFC Paul Kronthaler was Killed In

Action on 6 May 1969 from bullet wounds sustained from enemy gunfire at Firebase Carolyn, Tay Ninh Province,
South Vietnam

In the early morning hours of May 6, 1969, Camp Carolyn, a remote U.S. artillery base near the Cambodian
border in Tay Ninh Province, RVN, was attacked by an estimated 300 North Vietnamese Army regulars who
charged out of the bamboo forest surrounding the camp in a desperate attempt to overrun the position / The
NVA broke through the barbed wire defenses at two points and occupied and held six of the perimeter bunkers
and one of the gun positions for nearly two hours / The assault was preceded by a heavy barrage of rocket and
mortar fire / After penetrating the perimeter, the enemy ran at the American bunkers, hurling grenades and
satchel charges and firing AK-47’s / The force of the attack drove out the U.S. soldiers, and the dugouts were
immediately occupied by the NVA / The charge was stopped when the Americans shot holes into the fuel drums
near the bunkers and ignited flowing rivers of gas to create a flaming barrier, which effectively blocked further
enemy penetration / From that point, the Americans counterattacked with all available personnel, the officers
involved being killed at the head of their troops / Artillerymen, supply and signal personnel, and engineers
fought and died as emergency infantry reserves / Their counterattacks were hurled against both enemy
penetrations, but the most violent fighting occurred on the northern side of Carolyn, where a seesaw battle
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raged for possession of the 155mm howitzer position / During the course of the battle, this weapon exchanged
hands 3 times in hand-to-hand fighting decided at close range with rifles and E-tools (entrenching tools, or
shovels) / Another light howitzer section was caught in an enemy crossfire between a heavy machine gun and
rifles until the U.S. artillerymen managed to turn their lowered muzzle and pump “Beehive” flechettes (anti-
personnel weapon) into the enemy / All enemy automatic weapon fire against the howitzer was instantly
silenced / As Cavalry counterattacks continued, the Americans reestablished the perimeter, and the enemy
force began withdrawing, breaking contact at 6:00 AM / The action against Carolyn resulted in 10 U.S. killed, 62
wounded / Enemy losses were 101 killed and 29 captured / The lost Americans included Private First-Class Paul
John Kronthaler

PFC Paul Kronthaler was awarded the Bronze Star Medal for meritorious service in a combat zone

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Paul Kronthaler was a 1964 graduate of West Seneca Central School and had received his Bachelor's Degree from
Brockport State College in June 1968, prior to joining the Army in October 1968 / Paul John Kronthaler was 22
years of age at the time of his death and is interred at Woodlawn Cemetery, Orchard Park, New York

Paul John Kronthaler is honored on the Vietham Veteran's Memorial in Washington D.C. - Name inscribed at
VVM Wall, Panel 25w, Line 12

An Indirect Fire Infantryman works as a member of a platoon or a mortar squad / Among their responsibilities
include participating in various combat operations, setting up and firing different types of mortars, locating and
recovering mines, cleaning and organizing weapons and other supplies, and overseeing members

The 8th Infantry Regiment was constituted as an infantry regiment on 5 July 1838 in the Regular Army / The 8th
Infantry is also known as the "Fighting Eagles”, is an infantry regiment in the United States Army / The 8th
Infantry participated in the Mexican War, American Civil War, Philippine Insurrection, Moro Rebellion, World
War |, World War Il, Vietham War, and Iraq Campaign / During Operation Wayne Grey at Landing Zone Brace 3
March 1969 in Vietnam, the 3rd Battalion Company "A" had at least 21 fatalities

The 1st Cavalry Division ("First Team") is a combined arms division and is one of the most decorated combat
divisions of the United States Army, as well as the other four branches of the U.S. military / Based at Fort Hood,
Texas, the 1st Cavalry was formed in 1921 and served during World War Il, the Korean War, the Vietnam War,
the Persian Gulf War, with the Stabilization Force in Bosnia-Herzegovina, in the Irag War, in the War in
Afghanistan and in Operation Freedom’s Sentinel / In the Vietnam War, the First Cavalry Division suffered more
casualties than any other army division: 5,444 men killed in action and 26,592 wounded in action

The Bronze Star Medal (BSM) is a is the fourth-highest individual military award and the ninth-highest by order
of precedence in the United States Armed Forces / The Bronze Star is awarded to members of the United States
Armed Forces for either heroic achievement, heroic service, meritorious achievement, or meritorious service in a
combat zone / When the medal is awarded by the Army and Air Force for acts of valor in combat, the "V" Device
is authorized for wear on the medal
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The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) is a United States Army military decoration. The badge is awarded to
infantrymen and Special Forces soldiers in the rank of colonel and below, who fought in active ground combat
while assigned as members of either an Infantry or Special Forces unit of brigade size or smaller at any time after
6 December 1941

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
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served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: KRUGER [ Killed in Vietnam
WILLIAM

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran

Year Entered: 1960

Service Branbh: NAVY Rank: CS3
Year Discharged: 1964
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Commissaryman Third-Class William Kruger honorably served in the United States Navy during the Cuban
Missile Crisis

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Commissarymen prepared meals for enlisted sailors in galleys on the ship and shore bases in the general mess /
They purchased food from approved sources, stored food stuffs and distributed to the galleys for preparation
and kept accountability records / They purchased food from approved sources, stored food stuffs and
distributed to the galleys for preparation and kept accountability records / Commissaryman was established as a
rating in the U.S. Navy in 1948, and was changed to Mess Management Specialist in 1974, a title that lasted for
thirty years until it became Culinary Specialist in 2004
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Name: KRZEMINSKI [ Killed in Vietnam
JOSEPH A.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1965
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: E-4

Year Discharged: 1967
Unit / Squadron:

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, 4TH ESTB UNITED STATES ARMY TRANSPORTATION CORPS (USATC)
5TH UNITED STATES ARMY

Medals / Citations:

MARKMASNSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (RIFLE)

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Corporal Joseph Andrew Krzeminski honorably served in the United States Army as a Construction Machine
Operator

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Joseph Krzeminski was a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars VFW Post #2940 / Joseph Andrew Krzeminski
passed away on 27 March 2016

In United States Army units, a Headquarters and Headquarters Company (HHC) is a company -sized military unit,
found at the battalion level and higher / Considered one unit, a Headquarters and Headquarters Company is
essentially two elements within one company / Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Fifth Army was
redesignated on 1 January 1957 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Fifth United States Army / The

United States Army Transportation Corps (USATC) is responsible for the movement of personnel and material by
truck, rail, air, and sea

The United States Fifth Army was one of the principal formations of the U.S. Army in the Mediterranean during
World War Il / It was officially activated on 5 January 1943 at Oujda, French Morocco and made responsible for
the defense of Algeria and Morocco / The Fifth Army started life as the Army units that participated in Operation

TORCH, the invasion of North Africa / It was the first American field army ever to be activated outside of the
United States
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A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps
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Name: KUBICKI, SR. Killed in Vietnam 5 1 etown:  WEST SENECA
DONALD J.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SGT
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant Donald J. Kubicki, Sr. honorably served in the United States Army / SGT Donald Kubicki was deployed
to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: KUBIK Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
EDMUND J.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP4
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth-Class Edmund J. Kubik honorably served in the United States Army / SP4 Edmund Kubik was
deployed to Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: K\WWAS Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
DANIEL P.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
199 INFANTRY BRIGADE
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Daniel Paul Kwas honorably served in the United States Army / Daniel Kwas was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

The 199th Infantry Brigade (Light) is a unit of the United States Army which served in the Army Reserve from
1921 to 1940, in the active army from 1966 to 1970 (serving in the Vietnam War), briefly in 1991-1992 at Fort
Lewis, and from 2007 as an active army training formation at Fort Moore / The 199th was the only combat unit
to train at Camp Shelby during the Vietnam War / Nicknamed "the Redcatchers", the unit was hastily moved to
Song Be, Vietham on 10 December 1966 to provide an increased U.S. presence in the Ill Corps Tactical Zone and
remained there until its return to Fort Benning on 11 October 1970 / The brigade was conducting Operation
Uniontown in Dong Nai Province when the 1968 Tet Offensive began / It immediately began a defense of U.S. Il
Field Force headquarters at Long Binh Post against attacks by the VC 275th Regiment / One battalion was moved
by helicopter to attack a Viet Cong command post at the Phu Tho racetrack inside Saigon, then engaged in house-
to-house fighting in Cholon / During 1969, the 199th was responsible for the security of the region north and
east of the capital, and in 1970 moved into the "Iron Triangle" when other units participated in the Cambodian
Incursion / The brigade was deactivated in 1970 until it was reactivated in 1991 and 2006

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
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awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: K\WITOWSKI Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
CARL E.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SGT
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant Carl E. Kwitowski honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: | AZARZ [ Killed in Vietnam
PATRICK J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: GMG3

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Gunner's Mate (Guns) Petty Officer 3rd Class Patrick J. Lazarz honorably served in the United States Navy

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

A US Navy Gunner's Mate is a sailor who specializes in the operation, maintenance, and repair of different types
of firearms on board ships / They are responsible for the operation and maintenance of guided missile launching
systems, gun mounts, and other ordnance equipment, as well as small arms and magazines / The primary
responsibility of a Gunners Mate is to maintain various types of large-caliber weapons systems on naval ships
such as cannons, machine guns or torpedoes / Besides maintaining these weapon systems they are also
responsible for storing and issuing ammunition as required / A gunnery mate may also be assigned with the task
of operating any type or caliber gun on-board / During training sessions or live operations they could work with
deck crews to coordinate firing solutions while keeping track targets using radar equipment installed below decks
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: LONG [ Killed in Vietnam
PAUL J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
L Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
Year Entered: 1968

Service Branéh: ARMY Rank: SSGT
Year Discharged: 1971

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM
Service Notes:

Staff-Sergeant Paul J. Long honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Paul J. Long passed away on 25 October 2013
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West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: LOSCHIAVO [ Killed in Vietnam
AUGUSTINE M.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1961
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:

Year Discharged: 1963
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Augustine M. Loschiavo honorably served in the United States Army / Augustine Loschiavo was assigned as a
Decontamination Specialist and stationed at Fort McClellan, Alabama

Augustine Loschiavo was Honorably Discharged from the U.S. Army on 5 November 1963, with reserve
obligations ending 5 November 1967

Base Assignments:

Fort McClellan, Alabama - Originally Camp McClellan, is a decommissioned United States Army post located
adjacent to the city of Anniston, Alabama / During World War Il, it was one of the largest U.S. Army installations,
training an estimated half-million troops / After the war it became the home of the Military Police Corps, the
Chemical Corps and the Women's Army Corps / From 1975 until it was closed in 1999, Fort McClellan was home
of the Military Police Corps and the One Station Unit Training (OSUT) Military Police School and was home of the
Chemical Corps School, which trained soldiers in chemical warfare / In 1988, Fort McClellan was used as an

alternate training academy for the United States Border Patrol, before its closure by the Base Realignment and
Closure commission (BRAC)

Miscelleaneous:

Augustine Loschiavo worked for General Motors for over 30 years / After his retirement from General Motors,

Loschiavo kept busy working as a shuttle driver for Mercedes Benz /Augustine M. “Augie” Loschiavo passed away
on 14 October 2024 at the age of 85 years old
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West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: MAHLMEISTER Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
THOMAS R.
Address: SENECA STREET
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: SSGT

Year Discharged: 1970
Unit / Squadron:

4713TH RADAR EVALUATION SQUADRON
Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Staff Sergeant Thomas R. Mahlmeister honorably served in the United States Air Force and was deployed to
Vietnam / SSGT Mahlmeister was part of his unit's Honor Guard at the funeral of Astronaut Gus Grissom who

perished when his Apollo 1 Command Module interior caught fire and burned on January 27, 1967 during a pre-
launch test

Base Assignments:

Lackland AFB, San Antonia, Texas - Construction on Lackland Air Force Base began on 15 June 1941, and it was
originally part of Kelly Field / On 3 Feb 1948, the facility was named Lackland AFB after Brigadier General Frank
Lackland, who was commissioned into the regular Army after serving in the National Guard, District of Columbia
/ Lackland is best known for its role in being the sole location for U.S. Air Force enlisted Basic Military Training
(BMT) for the active duty Regular Air Force, Air Force Reserve and Air National Guard

Stewart Air Force Base, Newburgh, New York - Stewart AFB is named after Captain Lachlan Stewart, a 19th
Scotish-born sea captain who skippered schooners and other sailing vessels around 1850-1870 / During World
War Il the City of Newburgh turned the airport over to the United States Government for the purposes of
training West Point cadets to fly / The field grew and at the end of World War Il it became Stewart Air Force
Base / Stewart was used for North American Air Defense (Headquarters US Army Air Defense Command Region I)

until 1972, when the Air Force determined that the base was excess, and deeded Stewart Air Force Base to the
State of New York

Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Saigon, Vietnam - Located near the city of Saigon in southern Vietnam, the French
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Colonial government of Indochina constructed a small unpaved airport in the 1920s, known as Tan Son Nhat
Airfield / During the Vietnam War (1959-1975), Tan Son Nhut was a major United States base for Army, Air
Force, Navy, and Marine units / As the headquarters for the South Vietnamese Air Force, Tan Son Nhut was
primarily a command base, with most operational units using nearby Bien Hoa Air Base

Miscelleaneous:

Thomas R. Mahlmeister graduated from Seneca Vocational High School and worked for AT&T prior to entering
the military / After his Honorable Discharge, Mahlmeister went to work for Moog where he was employed as a
technician in the Aerospace Department until his retirement / Thomas R. Mahlmeister passed away on 4
February 2017 at the age of 70 years old and is interred in the Field of Valor within St. Matthew's Cemetery,
West Seneca, New York

Fellow Apollo 1 astronauts Senior Pilot Ed White, who had flown in space on the Gemini 4 mission when he
became the first American to make a spacewalk, and Pilot Roger B. Chaffee were also lost in the module fire on
January 27, 1967 / Grissom's funeral services and burial at Arlington National Cemetery were held on January 31,
1967 / Dignitaries in attendance included President Lyndon B. Johnson, members of the U.S. Congress, and
fellow NASA astronauts

Activated in 1954 at Griffiss AFB, New York, the mission of the Defense Systems Evaluation Squadron was to
provide Electronic Counter-Measure (ECM) training and evaluation services to the various Aircraft Control and
Warning Squadrons / The squadron was initially assigned TB-29 Superfortresses, and some TB-25 Mitchells / The
B-29s and B-25s contained an assortment of Radar jamming devices to provide the required ECM and a C-47 was
used as a support aircraft to ferry personnel and equipment / During the period that the 4713th operated these
aircraft, they provided the operators radar squadrons with thousands of hours of ECM training / Effective 8 July
1958, the ADC re-designated the unit as the 4713th Radar Evaluation Squadron (ECM) / In the early years of the
1960's, the squadron was moved to Stewart AFB, New York and operated until 1974 when the squadron was
inactivated

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: MAHONEY [ Killed in Vietnam
MARY JOAN

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L] Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered: 1952
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: O-4

Year Discharged: 1973

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Lieutenant Commander Mary Joan Mahoney honorably served in the United States Navy / LT CMDR Mahoney
served as a Navy Nurse for nearly 21 years

Mary Joan Mahoney retired from the United States Navy with an Honorable Discharge on 30 June 1973

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Mary Joan Mahoney passed away on 25 February 2018 at the age of 87 years old
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Name: MAITLAND Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
THOMAS
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SGT
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Sergeant Thomas Maitland honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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Name: MAL|NOW5K|, SR. Killed in Vietnam Hometown: WEST SENECA

CHARLES E.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Charles E. Malinowski, Sr. honorably served in the United States Air Force

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Charles Malinowski retired from the Town of West Seneca after 25 years as the Town's Deputy Comptroller /
Malinowski served as a liftime Board Member of the Blasdell Rod and Gun Club / Charles E. Malinowski, Sr.
passed away on 9 October 2024 at the age of 79 years old
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West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: MANLEY [ Killed in Vietnam
JAMES E.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: LARKWOOD ROAD
[ Vietnam Era

Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1968
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: SGT

Year Discharged: 1972
Unit / Squadron:
2046TH COMMUNICATIONS GROUP - MILITARY AIRLIFT COMMAND (MAC)
1876TH COMMUNICATIONS SQUADRON
1ACOMGP - STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND (SAC)

Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
AIR FORCE COMMENDATION RIBBON NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL
GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL NEW YORK STATE MEDAL FOR MERIT

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant James E. Manley honorably served in the United States Air Force / SGT James Manley was assigned as
a Data Communications Center Operator at Wright-Patterson AFB / SGT Manley was deployed to Vietnam and
advised 7th Air Force Computer Operations personnel in correct electrical communications procedures using
the IBM 360/50 SEEK Data Il computer at Tan Son Nhut Air Force Base, Vietnam

While stationed with the Military Airlift Command (MAC), SGT Manley was a Cryptographic Specialist using
military-grade encryption devices

Serving with the Strategic Air Command, Manley operated computers that communicated with the Air Force
flying command posts (Operation "Looking Glass") for the Strategic Air Command in the event of nuclear war

Sergeant James Manley was Honorably Discharged from the U.S. Air Force on 14 April 1972

Base Assignments:

Lackland AFB, San Antonio, Texas - Construction on Lackland Air Force Base began on 15 June 1941, and was
originally part of Kelly Field / On 3 Feb 1948, the facility was named Lackland AFB after Brigadier General Frank
Lackland, who was commissioned into the regular Army after serving in the National Guard, District of Columbia
/ Lackland is best known for its role in being the sole location for U.S. Air Force enlisted Basic Military Training
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(BMT) for the active duty Regular Air Force, Air Force Reserve and Air National Guard

Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas - Sheppard AFB, located near Wichita Falls, was is named in honor of Senator
John Morris Sheppard of Texas (1875-1941), chairman of the Senate Military Affairs Committee from 1933 until
his death on 9 April 1941 / Senator Sheppard helped lead the fight for military preparedness before the attack
on Pearl Harbor / It was officially opened as a United States Army Air Corps training center on 17 October 1941,
following the arrival of the first military members on 14 June 1941 / As the Army Air Corps became the Army Air
Forces, facilities were completed sufficiently to allow the first class of 22 aviation mechanics to enter training
that October; the class graduated 23 February 1942 / Sheppard Field reached its peak strength of 46,340 people
while serving as a separation center for troops being discharged following World War Il from September through
November 1945 / Communications, refrigeration, air conditioning, and power production operator and
repairman training were transferred to Sheppard in 1959

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio - The base's origin begins with the establishment of Wilbur
Wright Field on 22 May 1917 and McCook Field in November 1917, both established by the Aviation Section, U.S.
Signal Corps as World War | installations / McCook was used as a testing field and for aviation experiments.
Wright was used as a flying field (renamed Patterson Field in 1931); Fairfield Aviation General Supply Depot;
armorers' school, and a temporary storage depot / McCook's functions were transferred to Wright Field when it
was closed in October 1927 / Wright-Patterson AFB was established in 1948 as a merger of Patterson and Wright
Fields / The base is one of the largest, most diverse, and organizationally complex bases in the Air Force with a
long history of flight tests spanning from the Wright Brothers into the Space Age / Wright-Patterson is also the
headquarters of the Aeronautical Systems Center and the Air Force Research Laboratory / It is the headquarters
of the Air Force Materiel Command (MAC), one of the major commands of the Air Force / "Wright-Patt" (as the
base is colloquially called) is also the location of a major USAF Medical Center (hospital), the Air Force Institute of
Technology, and the National Museum of the United States Air Force, formerly known as the U.S. Air Force
Museum

Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Saigon, Vietnam - Located near the city of Saigon in southern Vietnam, the French
Colonial government of Indochina constructed a small unpaved airport in the 1920s, known as Tan Son Nhat
Airfield / During the Vietnam War (1959-1975), Tan Son Nhut was a major United States base for Army, Air
Force, Navy, and Marine units / As the headquarters for the South Vietnamese Air Force, Tan Son Nhut was
primarily a command base, with most operational units using nearby Bien Hoa Air Base

Offutt AFB, Omaha, Nebraska - The base was named to honor First Lieutenant Jarvis Jennes Offutt (26 October
1894 — 13 August 1918), the first native of Omaha to become a casualty in World War | / Lieutenant Offutt died
of injuries sustained when his SE-5 fighter crashed during a training flight near Valheureux, France / In November
1948, Offutt became the host base for Headquarters Strategic Air Command (SAC) / During the Cold War, a
general and various support personnel from the base were airborne 24-hours a day on an EC-135 from February
1961 to July 1990 in Operation Looking Glass, creating an airborne command post in case of war / Operation
Looking Glass carried out its mission without any mishaps or incidents during its 29 years of existence / Offutt
AFB's legacy includes the construction of the first two bombers to drop atomic bombs and over 40 years as the
headquarters for the former Strategic Air Command (SAC) and home for its associated ground and aerial
command centers for the U.S. in case of nuclear war during the Cold War
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Miscelleaneous:

James Manley graduated from Kenmore East Senior High School in 1966 / Prior to joining the U. S. Air Force,
Manley worked in the Mail Room and Maintenance Department at Merchants Mutual Insurance Company /
Manley enlisted in the U.S Air Force in April 1968 / After receiving his Honorable Discharge from the U.S. Air
Force, Manley returned to Merchants Mutual as a Computer Operator / In 1980, Manley went to work for Biel's
Microfilm Corp as the Production Manager until downsizing in 1995 / With a Certificate in Records Management,
Manley went to work in the West Seneca Town Clerk's Office in 1997 until his retirement in 2010 / Manley
graduated from Erie Community College (ECC) in 2003 with a degree in Computer Information Systems / James
Manley is an active member of American Legion Post #735, Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post #8113 and Post
#2940 and the West Seneca Joint Veterans Committee, serving as Chairman for many years / Manley also served
as the Administrator of the Walkway of Freedom complex / James Manley was a member of the West Seneca
Auxiliary Police and a member of the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)

Originally part of the 1062nd USAF Communications Squadron, the squadron was redesignated as the 2046th
Communications Squadron at Wright-Patterson AFB in January 1953 / The 2046th supported the mission of the
Military Airlift Command (MAC)

The 1876th Communications Squadron was a unit of the United States Air Force that performed communications
functions in the Republic of Vietnam from 1965 to 1972 during the Vietnam War / The squadron was first
organized at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Republic of Vietham, on 1 November 1965, as a dependent squadron under
the 1964th Communications Group (AFCS) / Its mission was to provide command and control communications
for United States military personnel engaged in operations against Viet Cong and North Viethamese enemy
forces / While in Vietnam, the 1876th was presented seven Air Force Outstanding Unit Awards and earned six
battle streamers / The 1876th was also awarded the Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm / The
1876th was transferred to the United States Air Force Academy in April 1972, where it was upgraded to a group
in 1995 / It has been inactive since the early 1990s when USAF organizational changes had it replaced by an org
with an older lineage

Strategic Air Command (SAC) was a United States Department of Defense Specified Command and a United
States Air Force (USAF) Major Command responsible for command and control of the strategic bomber and
intercontinental ballistic missile components of the United States military's strategic nuclear forces from 1946 to
1992 / SAC was also responsible for strategic reconnaissance aircraft; airborne command posts; and most of the
USAF's aerial refueling aircraft / SAC primarily consisted of the Second Air Force (2AF), Eighth Air Force (8AF) and
the Fifteenth Air Force (15AF), while SAC headquarters (HQ SAC) included Directorates for Operations & Plans,
Intelligence, Command & Control, Maintenance, Training, Communications, and Personnel / At a lower echelon,
SAC headquarters divisions included Aircraft Engineering, Missile Concept and Strategic Communications

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
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awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Commendation Medal is a mid-level United States military decoration presented for meritorious service /
The Department of the Air Force began issuing its own Air Force Commendation Medal in 1958 with additional
awards denoted by oak leaf clusters / Prior to this time, USAF recipients received the Army Commendation
Medal / It was not until 1996 that the "V" device was authorized on the Air Force Commendation Medal; prior to
1996, there was not a valor distinction in effect for the Air Force Commendation Medal / On January 7, 2016, the
"C" device and "R" device was authorized on the Air Force Commendation Medal as well / For USAF enlisted
personnel, the Air Force Commendation Medal is worth three points under the Air Force enlisted promotion
system / On 16 November 2020, it was renamed the Air and Space Commendation Medal (ASCOM) by the
Secretary of the Air Force

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses

The NYS Medal for Merit may be awarded to any current New York State citizen or person who was a New York
State citizen while serving on federal active duty; or, a non-New York State citizen who is an active member in
the New York State organized militia, and as an active member in the New York State organized militia, served
with units of the New York State organized militia while on federal active duty for purposes other than training
and/or annual training; whose entire service was honorable and who were recipients of a valor, achievement,
commendation, or meritorious service decoration, of a lesser degree than required for the award of the
Conspicious Service Cross, or whose service was in direct support of combat operations while serving in the
United States Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard / This medal shall be awarded only to those
persons whose entire service, subsequent to the time of receipt of the citation, shall have been honorable
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Name: MCMAHON Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
JAMES F.
Address:

Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

' : Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:

James F. McMahon honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

James McMahon was a member of the Variety Club of Buffalo and a member of American Legion Post #735 in
West Seneca / James McMahon retired to The Villages, Forida / James F. McMahon passed away on 23 June
2025 at the age of 83 years old and is interred at Holy Cross Cemetery, Lackawanna, New York
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) D . . .
Name: MEISSNER Killed in Vietnam Hometown: WEST SENECA

KEITH E.
Address:

[ Vietnam Era

Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1955
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: LT. COLONEL

Year Discharged: 1980
Unit / Squadron:

39TH SIGNAL BATTALION
221ST AVIATION COMPANY “SHOTGUNS”

Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Lieutenant Colonel Keith E. Meissner honorably served in the United States Army / Upon completion of Basic
Training, Lt. Colonel Keith Meissner took helicopter mechanic training in 1955 at Gary Air Force Base, Texas and
Fort Rucker, Alabama / Meissner applied for and was accepted a Regular Army appointment at West Point in
1956 / Messiner graduated from West Point in 1961 and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant / In 1964-
1965, Lieutenant Meissner underwent Fixed Wing Pilot training, and received his Army Aviator wings in August
1965 / Meissner served two tours in Vietnam / In between tours, Meissner trained as an airman and flew
spotter upon returning to Vietnam / Lt. Colonel Messiner's last command was as Manager, Command, Control,
Communications Branch, Headquarters, U.S. Army Europe, Heidelberg, Germany

Base Assignments:

Fort Dix - Trenton, New Jersey - Fort Dix was established in 1917 and named for Major General John Adams Dix,
a veteran of the War of 1812 and the Civil War / Dix served as a training and staging ground during World War I
and a demobilization center after the war / Ten divisions and many smaller units trained and staged here before
entering the battlefields of World War Il / At the end of the war, the reception center became the separation
center, returning more than 1.2 million Soldiers to civilian life

Gary Air Force, San Marcos, Texas - Originally named San Marcos Army Air Field, the base was opened in
December 1942 / The mission of the new installation was navigator training, and the first unit to occupy the field
was the 2536th Army Air Forces Base Unit arriving on 13 February 1943 / With classes arriving about every three
weeks, by September 1945, when the navigator mission ended, roughly 10,000 navigators had been trained / In
May 1946 the field began training helicopter pilots / With twenty-one squadrons assigned to San Marcos Army
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Air Field and over 4,800 personnel, the base was the largest training operation for air force helicopter pilots in
the United States / Pilot training was provided for both army and air force helicopter pilots and maintenance
training for army and air force enlisted mechanics / On 16 May 1953, the base was renamed Gary Air Force Base
in honor of 2d Lt. Arthur Edward Gary, the first San Marcos resident killed in World War Il / Lt. Gary was killed
when Japanese bombers attacked Clark Field in the Philippines on 7 December 1941 / Gary AFB was transferred
to the army in 1956 and became Camp Gary / Camp Gary closed in December 1963

Ft. Rucker, Alabama - Fort Rucker (Formerly Camp Rucker) is a U.S. Army post located primarily in Dale County,
Alabama, United States / Opened on 1 May 1942, it was named for a Civil War officer, Confederate General
Edmund Rucker / The post is the primary flight training installation for U.S. Army Aviators and is home to the
United States Army Aviation Center of Excellence (USAACE) and the United States Army Aviation Museum /
Camp Rucker was also used to train dozens of units of less than division size; these included tank, infantry
replacement, and Women's Army Corps units / During the latter part of the Second World War, several hundred
German and a few ltalian prisoners-of-war were housed in stockades near the railroad east of the warehouse
area, on the southern edge of the post / The 91st Infantry Division was sent to Camp Rucker at the end of the
war, being deactivated in December 1945 / Camp Rucker was inactive from March 1946 until August 1950 / It
was reopened during the Korean War / The name was changed to "Fort Rucker" in October 1955 / The 2021
National Defense Authorization Act calls for the establishment of an eight-person committee to develop a plan
to remove all names, symbols, displays, and monuments that honor or commemorate the Confederacy from all
Department of Defense assets, including Fort Rucker / In 2021, the Moore family started a petition to rename
the fort in honor of Benjamin O. Davis Jr., the first black brigadier general in the USAF

Stewart Air Force Base -
West Point -

Fort Monmouth, New Jersey - Fort Monmouth is a former installation of the Department of the Army in
Monmouth County, New Jersey / Originally called Camp Alfred Vail, in 1925 the Fort was renamed Fort
Monmouth / It was named in honor of the soldiers of the American Revolutionary War who died in the Battle of
Monmouth / At its peak during World War I, Fort Monmouth measured 1,713 acres and had billeting space for
1,559 officers and 19,786 enlisted personnel / The Eastern Signal Corps Training Center and other
communication units, including the Pigeon Breeding and Training Center, were consolidated into Fort
Monmouth after World War Il ended / The pigeon service was discontinued in 1957; the birds were either sold
at auction or donated to zoos / Slated by the Pentagon for closure, Fort Monmouth was officially closed on 15
September 2011

Fort Hood, Texas - Fort Hood is a United States Army post located near Killeen, Texas and was named after
Confederate General John Bell Hood / The post is the headquarters of Il Corps and First Army Division West and
is home to the 1st Cavalry Division and 3rd Cavalry Regiment / During the late 1960s, Fort Hood trained and
deployed a number of units and individuals for duty in Vietnam / As the United States ended its role in the
conflict, thousands of returning soldiers completed their active duty with one of the divisions / In 1971, the
colors of the 1st Cavalry Division came to Fort Hood from Vietnam / On May 24, 2022, the Commission on the
Naming of Items of the Department of Defense that Commemorate the Confederate States of America or Any
Person Who Served Voluntarily with the Confederate States of America recommended the fort be renamed to
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Fort Cavazos, named after Gen. Richard E. Cavazos, a native Texan and the US Army'’s first Hispanic four-star
general

Lakehurst Naval Air Station, New Jersey -
Fort Ord & Hunter Liggett Military Reservation, CA -
Fort Leavenworth, Ksansas -

U.S. Army Europe, Heidelberg, Germany.

Miscelleaneous:

Keith Meissner joined the Army at the age of 17 years after graduating from West Seneca West Senior High
School / Meissner wrestled at West Point while training to be an officer / Meissner retired in July 1980 from the
U.S. Army with an Honorable Discharge after 21 years of military duty, two years Enlisted Service and 19 years
Commissioned Service / Upon retiring Keith Meissner moved to Saxonburg, Pennsylvania where he volunteered
as an assistant wrestling coach at a Pennsylvania high school / In 2021, Keith Meissner donated $55,000 to West
Seneca West Senior High School to establish a wrestling scholarship

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietnam War
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Name: MENDOLA Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
GREGORY A.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Gregory A. Mendola honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Gregory A. Mendola passed away on 8 March 2014 and is interred at Mt. Olivet Cemetery, Kenmore New York
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Name: MEYER, SR. [ Killed in Vietnam
DAVID M.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: E-5
Year Discharged: 1968
Unit / Squadron:

194TH MP COMPANY, US ARMY PACIFIC

Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL W/2 SERVICE STARS REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (RIFLE) MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: MARKSMAN (PISTOL)
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant David Michael Meyer, Sr. honorably served in the United States Army / SGT Meyer served 21 months
in Vietnam from 1966 through 1968 as a member of the Military Police

David Meyer, Sr. was Honorably Discharged from the U.S. Army on 26 November 1968

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

David Meyer went to work for CSX and retired 42 years later / David Meyer was a member of Vietnam Veterans
Chapter #77, Veterans of Foreign Wars VFW Post #2940, American Legion Post #735, Amvets Post #897, a
member of UTU #1393 and a Gold Star Father / David Michael Meyer, Sr. passed away on 13 January 2019

The Military Police Corps is the uniformed law enforcement branch of the United States Army / Investigations
are conducted by Military Police Investigators under the Provost Marshall Office or Special Agents of the United
States Army Criminal Investigation Division (USACID) / United States Army Military Police units have combat
zone responsibilities in addition to their law enforcement duties / These responsibilities include mounted and
dismounted patrols, response force operations, area damage control, route reconnaissance, cordon and search
operations, critical site security, and convoy and personnel escorts / Operationally, these duties fall under the
"security and mobility support" discipline of the Military Police Corps
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The 19th Military Police (MP) Company was constituted 10 June 1943 in the Army of the United States as the
194th Military Police Company / The 194th served in North Africa during World War Il / The 194th MP Company
served in Vietnam from May 1967 through June 1972, earning the Meritorious Unit Commendation

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Service stars were awarded to
all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Name: MILLER Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
JOHN
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

John "Gary" Miller honoably served in the United States Navy

Gary Miller received his Honorable Discharge when he retired from the Navy after 22 years as an ADC Flight
Engineer

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

John "Gary" Miller passed away on 2 October 2025
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) D . . .
Name: MINGLE Killed in Vietnam Hometown: WEST SENECA

HAROLD H.
Address:

Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1964
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: E-4
Year Discharged: 1968

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL MARKMANSHIP BADGE: EXPERT (SMALL ARMS)
GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Sergeant Harold H. "Harry" Mingle honorably served in the United Staes Air Force / SGT Harold Mingle was
stationed in Texas and Hawaii where he performed installation, maintenance and instruction on teletype
equipment

Harold Mingle was Honorably Discharged from the United States Air Force on 19 March 1968

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Harold H. "Harry" Mingle passed away on 12 March 2018 at the age of 75 years old

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
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(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

Town of West Seneca, New York

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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West Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York
Neme: MIRANDA Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
DOMINIC
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Dominic Miranda honorably served in the United States Navy and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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Name: MISZTAL [ Killed in Vietnam
ROBERT S.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 88 BRADWOOD ROAD
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank:

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Robert S. Misztal honorably served in the United States Navy

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Robert Misztal worked for the Ford Stamping Plant for 34 years before his retirement / Robert S. Misztal passed

away on 7 November 2023 at the age of 76 years old and is interred at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Cheektowaga,
New York
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Name: MONIN Killed in Vietham
FRANCIS G.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 3407 CLINTON STREET
L Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
Service Bran&h: MARINE CORPS Rank: CPL vear Entered: 1364
Year Discharged: KIA
Unit / Squadron:
1ST MARINE DIVISION, 2ND BATTALION, 5TH MARINES, F COMPANY
USS ESSEX (CV/CVA/CVS-9)

Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL

VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL COMBAT ACTION RIBBON

MARKSMANSHIP BADGE MARINE CORPS PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION
VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS MARINE CORPS EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Corporal Francis George Monin honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / CPL Francis Monin was
deployed to Vietnam / CorporalFrancis Monin was Killed In Action on 5 July 1967 from small arms fire during
combat operations in Quang Nam Province, South Vietnam / CPL Monin was a rifleman and had arrived for his
tour duty in Vietnam one month prior to his death

Following the 3-4 July 1967 enemy attack on the Nong Son outpost south of the An Hoa Combat Base

overlooking the Thu Bon River, the enemy continued to probe the Marines positions / Both Company "F" on the
outpost and Company "E" that was located half way to the top of the mountain / On July 5, Company "F" was hit
with small arms fire and several hand grenades resulting in CPL Francis Monin being killed by the hostile rifle fire

CPL Monin was stationed aboard the the USS Essex (CV/CVA/CVS-9) prior to receiving orders for duty in Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Parris Island, South Carolina - Marine Corps Recruit Depot (MCRD) Parris Island is a Marine Corps. military
installation located within Port Royal, South Carolina. MCRD Parris Island was established on 1 November 1915
and designated for the training of enlisted Marines. Male recruits living east of the Mississippi River and female
recruits from all over the United States report to Parris Island to receive their initial training.
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Miscelleaneous:

Francis Monin was a 1964 graduate of West Seneca Central High School / Monin enlisted in the U.S. Marine
Corps on 6 November 1964 / Francis George Monin was 20 years old at the time of his passing and is interred at
Mount Calvary Cemetery, Cheektowaga, New York

Francis George Monin is honored on the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial in Washington D.C. - Name inscribed at
VVM Wall, Panel 23e, Line 13

Infantryman or Rifleman refers to soldiers moving and fighting on foot, armed with hand weapons such as rifles,
machine guns, grenades, mortars, etc.

The 1st Marine Division (1st MARDIV) is a Marine division of the United States Marine Corps headquartered at
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, California / It is the ground combat element of the | Marine Expeditionary
Force (I MEF) / It is the oldest and largest active duty division in the United States Marine Corps, representing a
combat-ready force of 22,000 personnel / It is one of three active duty divisions in the Marine Corps today and is
a multi-role, expeditionary ground combat force. It is nicknamed "The Old Breed" / The division is employed as
the ground combat element (GCE) of the | Marine Expeditionary Force or may provide task-organized forces for
assault operations and such operations as may be directed / The 1st Marine Division must be able to provide the
ground amphibious forcible entry capability to the naval expeditionary force (NEF) and to conduct subsequent
land operations in any operational environment / In March 1966, the 1st Marine Division Headquarters was
established at Chu Lai, South Vietnam / By June 1966, the entire division was in South Vietnam, its Tactical Area
of Responsibility (TAOR) was the southern two provinces of | Corps — Quang Tin and Quang Ngai / In August
1966 the division conducted Operation Colorado / Between March and October 1966 to May 1967, the division
conducted 44 named operations and the division received its 7th Presidential Unit Citation for service from 29
March 1966 to 15 September 1967 / By April 1971, the Division was back in the United States / During combat
actions in Vietnam, the 1st Marine Division lost 7,012 men killed in action / In 1975, the division supported the
resettlement of South Viethamese refugees by providing food and temporary shelter at Camp Pendleton for
Vietnamese refugees as they arrived in the United States

2nd Battalion 5th Marines (2/5 or "Two Five") is an infantry battalion in the United States Marine Corps
consisting of approximately 800 marines and sailors / They are based out of Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton,
California and fall under the command of the 5th Marine Regiment and the 1st Marine Division / The battalion
has seen combat in World War |, World War Il, the Korean War, the Vietham War and the Gulf War and has
deployed many times in support of Operation Iragi Freedom and the current War on Terror / 2/5 is the most
highly decorated battalion in the Marine Corps, and their motto, "Retreat, Hell!", comes from the French
trenches of World War |, when a Marine officer named Lloyd W. Williams was advised by a French officer to
retreat and replied, "Retreat? Hell, we just got here!" / In April 1966, the battalion deployed to the Republic of
Vietnam and served there until 1971 / During this time, 2d Battalion, 5th Marines participated in combat
operations at Hue, Que Son, Phu Bai, Dong Ha and Phu Loc / Immediately after their return to Camp Pendleton
in 1971, the battalion joined Operation New Arrivals, the relocation of Southeast Asian refugees to the United
States

The USS Essex (CV/CVA/CVS-9) was an aircraft carrier and the lead ship of the 24-ship Essex class built for the
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United States Navy during World War Il / She was the fourth US Navy ship to bear the name / Commissioned on
31 December 1942, Essex participated in several campaigns in the World War Il Pacific Theater of Operations,
earning the Presidential Unit Citation and 13 battle stars / Decommissioned shortly after the end of the war, she
was modernized and recommissioned in the early 1950s as an attack carrier (CVA), eventually becoming an
antisubmarine aircraft carrier (CVS) / In her second career, she served mainly in the Atlantic, playing a role in the
Cuban Missile Crisis / She also participated in the Korean War, earning four battle stars and the Navy Unit
Commendation / She was the primary recovery carrier for the Apollo 7 space mission / Essex was
decommissioned on 30 June 1969 at Boston Navy Yard / She was struck from the Naval Vessel Register on 1 June
1973 and sold by the Defense Reutilization and Marketing Service (DRMS) for scrapping on 1 June 1975 / Essex
was scrapped at Kearny, New Jersey

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Combat Action Ribbon (colloquially "CAR"), is a high precedence United States Navy, United States Coast
Guard, and United States Marine Corps military decoration awarded to United States sea service members "who
have actively participated in ground or surface combat" / Coast Guardsmen, Navy sailors, and Marines active in
clandestine, stealth or special operations are deemed eligible for consideration of the award / The U.S. Navy first
authorized the Combat Action Ribbon on 17 February 1969 / The CAR is awarded to members of the Navy and
Marine Corps with a rank no higher than captain and colonel, respectively

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
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The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal is a military award of the United States Marine Corps / It was established
on 8 May 1919 as the Marine Corps Expeditionary Ribbon / To be awarded the Marine Corps Expeditionary
Medal, a Marine must have engaged in a landing on foreign territory, participated in combat operations against
an opposing force, or participated in a designated operation for which no other service medal is authorized /
After 1961, some commands permitted eligible personnel to choose between the Marine Corps Expeditionary
Medal, or the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, depending on the nature of the operation in question

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: MURTHA Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
THOMAS
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:

Thomas Murtha honorably served in the United States Navy

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Thomas Murtha graduated from South Park High School in 1966 / Murtha retired from the United States Postal
Service / Thomas Murtha is a member of the American Legion
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Neme: NEUBAUER Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
GORDON P.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank: CPL
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Corporal Gordon P. Neubauer honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / CPL Gordon Neubauer was
deployed to Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Gordon P. Neubauer passed away on 15 July 1989 at the age of 43 years old
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Name: O'CONNOR [ Killed in Vietnam
KEVIN H.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 91 ROSEWOOD DRIVE
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: YNSN

Year Discharged: 1969
Unit / Squadron:

NAVSUPPACT
Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Yeoman Seaman Kevin Harold O'Connor honorably served in the United States Navy and served as a Clerk
Base Assignments:

NAVSUPPACT, DaNang, Vietnam - Naval Support Activity Danang or NSA Danang was a United States Navy
logistics support organization located in Danang, South Vietnam active from October 1965 to April 1972

Miscelleaneous:

Kevin H. O'Connor was a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars VFW Post #2940

Yeoman Seaman perform data entry, typing and routing of official correspondence and other essential reports,
organizes and maintains all associated work files in an orderly manner, receives office visitors and handles all
necessary telephone communications, performs hands-on work using personal computers for word processing
along with using copiers, audio-recording devices, and other office equipment, performs administrative type
duties in an office setting, maintains relevant personnel and job records along with other official publications,
performs administrative functions that coincide with Navy legal proceedings, acts in the capacity of being an
office manager and performs other various clerical and administrative duties as assigned

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns
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The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: OEHLER [ Killed in Vietnam
ALBERT J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:

Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:

1ST CAVALRY DIVISION
Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Albert John Oehler, Il honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam with the 1st
Cavalry / Albert Oehler was awarded the Purple Heart for wounds suffered during combat operations

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Albert Oehler spent 40 years as a refrigerator mechanic for Pepsi / Albert John Oehler, Il passed away on 2
October 2024 at the age of 77 years old and is interred at Holy Cross Cemetery, Lackawanna, New York

The 1st Cavalry Division ("First Team") is a combined arms division and is one of the most decorated combat
divisions of the United States Army / It is based at Fort Cavazos, Texas and was formed in 1921 / The 1st Cavalry
Division has served during World War Il, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Persian Gulf War, with the
Stabilization Force in Bosnia-Herzegovina, in the Irag War, in the War in Afghanistan as well as Operation
Freedom's Sentinel and Operation Inherent Resolve / The unit is unique in that it has served as a horseback
cavalry division until 1943, an infantry division, an air assault division and an armored division during its
existence / The 1st Cavalry was deployed to Nha Trang, Vietnam in 1965 and 26 March 1971 officially marked
the end of duties in Vietnam for the 1st Cavalry Division / The service of the 1st Cavalry Division in the Vietnam
War was not without a price / As a grim reminder of their remarkable legacy, the 1st Cavalry Division
experienced causalities of 26,592 Wounded and 5,464 Killed In Action

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
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case posthumously
Name: OLIVIERI, SR. Killed in Vietnam 5 etown:  WEST SENECA
GENE M.
Address:
Vietnam Era
[ Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Gene M. Olivieri, Sr. honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Gene Olivieri worked for Pepsi Cola Buffalo Bottling for many years / Olivieri was a member of the Lake Erie

Italian Club, as well as the Galanti Athletic Association / Gene M. Olivieri, Sr. passed away on 23 January 2026 at
the age of 81 years old
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Name: QWCZARCZAK Killed in Vietnam
MELVIN J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 75  CIRCLE END DRIVE
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1967
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: 2LT
Year Discharged: KIA
Unit / Squadron:

101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION, 1ST BATTALION, 321ST ARTILLERY, A BATTERY

Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL
VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL PARACHUTIST BADGE

ARMY PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Second Lieutenant Melvin Joseph Owczarczak honorably served in the United States Army / 2nd LT Melvin
Owczarczak was deployed to Vietnam on 20 June 1968 as a Field Artillery Unit Commander / 2LT Owczarczak
was Killed in Action on 1 September 1968 from a booby trap set by the enemy in Thua Thien Province, South
Vietham

2nd LT Owczarczak was wounded during combat operations along the coastal plain between the City of Hue and
Vin Loc Island on the South China Sea / He was evacuated to a Navy hospital ship, "Repose", but the injury was
fatal and 2LT Owczarczak died of his wounds

Melvin Joseph Owczarczak received his commission as Second Lieutenant in 1967 at Indiantown Gap,
Pennsylvania and completed artillery training at Ft Sill Oklahoma in the Spring of 1968

LT Owczarczak had served in Vietnam less than three months and was a Field Artillery Unit Commander
Base Assignments:

Fort Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania - A U.S. Army post primarily located in Lebanon County, Pennsylvania and
served as a National Guard Training Center / During the late 1960s and early 1970s, during the Vietnam War,
Fort Indiantown Gap served as one of the largest Reserve Officers Training Corps summer camps for the U.S.
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Army

Ft. Sill, Oklahoma - Located north of Lawton, Oklahoma, Fort Sill remains the only active Army installation of all
the forts on the Southern Plains built during the Indian Wars / Ft. Sill serves as the home of the United States
Army Field Artillery School as well as the Marine Corps' site for Field Artillery MOS school, United States Army Air
Defense Artillery School, the 31st Air Defense Artillery Brigade, and the 75th Fires Brigade / Fort Sill is also one
of the four locations for Army Basic Combat Training / In 1963 the 1st Aerial Artillery Group (Provisional) was
organized to test equipping CH-34 helicopters with rocket pods attached to each side. The rockets converted a
transport aircraft, an easy target in most combat situations, into a sophisticated flying weapon capable of direct
or indirect fires. It was the ancestor to the Cheyenne and Long Bow attack helicopters of today

Miscelleaneous:

Melvin Owczarczak was a 1961 graduate of St. Francis High School and graduated in 1967 from St. Bonaventure
University with a degree in Mathematics / Owczarczak also operated a radio station on the St. Bonaventure
campus / Melvin Joseph Owczarczak was 25 years of age at the time of his passing and is interred at Saint
Stanislaus Roman Catholic Cemetery, Cheektowaga, New York

Melvin Joseph Owczarczak is honored on the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial in Washington D.C. - Name inscribed
at VVM Wall, Panel 45w, Line 19

The Field Artillery Unit Commander is a position in the U.S. Army that plans, coordinates, and directs field
artillery activities / The Field Artillery branch traces its origins to 1775 when the Continental Congress elected
Henry Knox as "Colonel of the Regiment of Artillery" / The Field Artillery officers serve in various Army
formations and have diverse assignment opportunities

The Field Artillery is the branch of the army whose mission is to support the infantry by artillery fire, destroying,
neutralizing or suppressing the enemy elements that threaten land forces / Increased mobility; fire direction
centers, which enhanced their firepower; aerial observation; and radio communications increased the efficiency
and accuracy to support ground forces

The 101st Airborne Division ("Screaming Eagles") is an elite modular specialized light infantry division of the US
Army and trained for air assault operations / it has been referred to as "the tip of the spear" and is the most
potent and tactically mobile of the U.S. Army's divisions / The 101st Airborne is able to plan, coordinate, and
execute brigade-size air assault operations capable of seizing key terrain in support of operational objectives,
and is capable of working in austere environments with limited or degraded infrastructure / During World War I,
the 101st was renowned for its role in Operation Overlord (the D-Day landings and airborne landings on 6 June
1944, in Normandy, France), Operation Market Garden, the liberation of the Netherlands and, perhaps most
famously, its action during the Battle of the Bulge around the city of Bastogne, Belgium / During the Vietnam
War, the 101st Airborne Division fought in several major campaigns and battles, including the Battle of
Hamburger Hill in May 1969

The 1st Battalion, 321st Field Artillery Regiment (1-321st FAR) is an inactive field artillery battalion of the United
States Army / The battalion served in World War |, World War Il, Vietnam and the Global War on Terror with the
82nd Airborne and 101st Airborne Divisions, and with the 18th Field Artillery Brigade / 1st Battalion, 321st
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Artillery (1-321) deployed to Vietnam attached to the 2d Brigade, 101st Airborne Division from 12 — 17
December 1967 / the battalion supported Operations Manchester, San Angelo and Atalla / From 10-11 January
1968, the battalion fired 1,935 rounds in support of a 25th Infantry Division fire support base, resulting in a large
number of enemy killed / During its first two months in Vietnam, the battalion fired 19,150 rounds / On 22
November 1969, four howitzers from Battery A, accompanied by three howitzers from Battery B, 2-11 Arty,
moved to FSB Bradley for a raid / The Battery A element fired 514 rounds against 65 targets before returning to
LZ Sally / The raid destroyed 17 bunkers, six huts, three fighting positions and two bridges; caused two
secondary fires; and interdicted five infiltration routes / Battery A returned to LZ Sally on 10 January 1970 and
moved again to FSB Strike on 12 January 1970 and remained there until 25 January 1970 / The battalion was
officially inactivated in March 2014, and its firing batteries were distributed throughout the 82nd Airborne
Division

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Army's Basic Parachutist Badge is awarded to all military personnel of any service who complete the US
Army Basic Airborne Course at Fort Benning, Georgia / It signifies that the soldier is a trained military
parachutist, and is qualified to participate in airborne operations

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
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President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: pACHOLSKI [ Killed in Vietnam
JEROME J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
L Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
Year Entered: 1966

Service Branéh: MARINE CORPS Rank: LCPL
Year Discharged: 1968

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Lance Corporal Jerome J. Pacholski honorably served in the United States Marine Corps and was deployed to
Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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Name: pPACHULSKI [ Killed in Vietnam
JAMES F.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1968
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: E-4

Year Discharged: 1970
Unit / Squadron:

US ARMY SIGNAL CORPS
1ST BATTALION, 44TH INFANTRY REGIMENT, 23RD INFANTRY DIVISION

Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL W/4 BRONZE SERVICE STARS REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
COMBAT INFANTRYMAN BADGE ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: (RIFLE) NYS CONSPICUOUS SERVICE CROSS MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM
Service Notes:

Specialist 4th Class James F. Pachulski honorably served in the United States Army / SP-4 James Pachulski was
deployed to Vietnam for 11 months as a Radio Operator / Pachulski was assigned to the US Military Assistance

Command - Vietham (MAC-V) where he distinguished himself by meritorious service with the 1st Battalion, 44th
Infantry Regiment, 23rd Infantry Division

James F. Pachulski was Honorably Discharged from the US Army on 17 January 1970

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

James F. Pachulski passed away on 1 July 2022 at the age of 75 years old and is interred at St. Adalbert's
Cemetery, Cheektowaga, New York

The Field Radio Operator is skilled in the long list of radios for all frequency ranges and uses / The radios used
are divided among the frequency range as well as for their specific uses / The Radioman will not be an
infantryman or a tanker, but if assigned to those units, he will be fighting side by side with the members of those
combat units and carrying a radio or operating the vehicle-mounted radio / Some select radiomen will get

assigned to go out with the infantry companies and will be responsible for the communications in that company
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/ However, in the larger communication units, the radioman will be with other radiomen and fellow
communicators

The United States Army Signal Corps was established in 1860 and was used in World War Il to coordinate swift
and accurate communication for air, ground, and naval units required more sophisticated technology and service
/The Signal Corps develops, tests, provides, and manages communications and information systems support for
the command and control of combined arms forces / The Signal Corps pioneered in the development of radar to
detect approaching aircraft as well as mobile communications and deciphering machines / In addition to its
primary role in military transmissions, the unit also played a key role in producing training films for army and
civilian personnel, and documenting combat missions / During World War Il, noted Hollywood producers,
directors, and photographers (such as Darryl Zanuck, Frank Capra, John Huston, and George Stevens) all served
in the Signal Corps

U.S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV) was a joint-service command of the United States
Department of Defense / MACV was created on 8 February 1962, in response to the increase in United States
military assistance to South Vietnam / MACV was first implemented to assist the Military Assistance Advisory
Group (MAAG) Vietnam, controlling every advisory and assistance effort in Vietnam, but was reorganized on 15
May 1964 and absorbed MAAG Vietnam to its command when combat unit deployment became too large for
advisory group control / In April 1966, all Army communications-electronics resources in South Vietnam were
combined in a single formation, the 1st Signal Brigade which supported the combat signal battalions of the
divisions and field forces in each corps area

The 23rd Infantry Division, known as the "Americal Division," was the only U.S. Army division formed outside the
United States, activated on 27 May 1942 in New Caledonia / It played a significant role during World War Il and
was involved in the Vietnam War / The division is recognized for its contributions to infantry tactics and logistics,
and it was nicknamed "Ever Ready”

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Service stars were awarded to
all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) is a United States Army military decoration. The badge is awarded to
infantrymen and Special Forces soldiers in the rank of colonel and below, who fought in active ground combat
while assigned as members of either an Infantry or Special Forces unit of brigade size or smaller at any time after
6 December 1941
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The Army Commendation Medal, created in 1945, is a mid-level United States military decoration presented for
sustained acts of heroism or meritorious service / A “V” device distinguishes an award for heroism or valor in
combat instead of for meritorious service or achievement

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The Conspicuous Service Cross may be awarded to any current New York State citizen or person who was a New
York State citizen while serving on federal active duty; whose entire service was honorable subsequent to the
time of receipt of the citation while serving in the U.S. Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard or in
the Army female nurse corps, and who has received a personal decoration issued by a brigade or equivalent
higher headquarters. The Conspicuous Service Cross may also be awarded to any citizen of New York State, who
while serving with the allied forces, received a personal decoration published in order issued by a brigade or
equivalent higher headquarters

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: pAJAK [ Killed in Vietnam
RICHARD F.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1965
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank: E-1

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Private Richard F. Pajak honorably served with the United Staes Marine Corps
Base Assignments:

Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island - Abbreviated as MCRD, Parris Island is an 8,095-acre military
installation located within Port Royal, South Carolina, approximately 5 miles south of Beaufort / MCRD Parris
Island is used for United States Marine Corps Recruit Training of enlisted United States Marines / Recruits living
east of the Mississippi River report there to receive initial training / Marines were first assigned to Parris Island
on 26 June 1891 with military buildings and family quarters constructed between 1891 / World War | formed
the nucleus of the Parris Island and was officially designated a Recruit Depot / From 1941 to 1945, the Marines
trained 204,509 recruits there, and at the time of the Japanese surrender, the Depot contained more than
20,000 recruits / The Korean War began in 1950, when 2,350 recruits were in training / From then until the 1st
Marine Division withdrew from Korea, Parris Island drill instructors trained more than 138,000 recruits / In
March 1952, the training load peaked at 24,424 recruits / The recruit tide again flooded during the years of the
Vietnam War, reaching a peak training load of 10,979 during March 1966

Miscelleaneous:

Richard Pajak was a member of AMVETS Post #72 / Richard F. Pajak passed away on 18 October 2020
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Name: pAUL Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
DENNIS K.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank: CPL
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Corporal Dennis Paul honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / CPL Dennis Paul was deployed to
Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: pAULY [ Killed in Vietnam
GARY M.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1971
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP4

Year Discharged: 1974
Unit / Squadron:

2ND INFANTRY DIVISION

Medals / Citations:

L] Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth Class (SP4) Gary M. Pauly honorably served in the United States Army / SP-4 Gary Pauly was
assigned to the 2nd Infantry Division and was stationed in Dongducheon, Korea, 5 miles south from
Panmunjom, DMZ, site of the signing of the Korean War Armistice

Base Assignments:

Camp Casey - Dongducheon, Korea - Camp Casey was named in 1952 after Major Hugh Boyd Casey, who was
killed in a plane crash near the camp site during the Korean War / Camp Casey is one of several U.S. Army bases
in South Korea near the Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) / Camp Casey was home to several of the main
combat units of the Second Infantry Division / Among them were the Second Battalion of the 9th Infantry
Regiment. the First Battalion of the 72nd Armored Regiment (Crusaders), and the 210th Field Artillery Brigade /
Camp Casey is occupied by over 6,300 military personnel and more than 2,500 civilians

Miscelleaneous:

After his Honorable Discharge from the Army, Gary M. Pauly returned to West Seneca where he attended
Niagara University / Pauly graduated from the university in 1978 with a degree in social welfare / In 1979, Pauly
joined the West Seneca Police Department, serving in the Family Offences and Domestic Violence Bureau / In
January 2015, Gary Pauly retired from the West Seneca Police Department after 35 years of service / After his

retirement, Pauly served as a West Seneca Court Security Officer / Gary Pauly is a member of American Legion
Post #735

The 2nd Infantry Division (2ID) ("Indianhead") is a formation of the United States Army / Since the 1960’s, its
primary mission has been the pre-emptive defense of South Korea in the event of an invasion from North Korea
/ Approximately 17,000 soldiers serve in the 2nd Infantry Division, with 10,000 stationed in South Korea,
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accounting for about 35% of the United States Forces Korea personnel / Known as the 2nd Infantry Division-
ROK/U.S. Combined Division (2ID/RUCD), the division is bolstered by rotational Brigade Combat Teams (BCTs)
from other U.S. Army divisions / The 2nd Infantry Division is unique as the only U.S. Army division to incorporate
South Korean soldiers through the KATUSA (Korean Augmentation to the U.S. Army) program, which began in
1950 with the agreement of South Korean President Syngman Rhee / By the end of the Korean War, around
27,000 KATUSAs had served with U.S. forces / As of May 2006, roughly 1,100 KATUSA soldiers are assigned to 21D
/ Between 1950 and 1954, over 4,748 Dutch soldiers also served with the division

Town of West Seneca, New York
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Name: PERLINGER [ Killed in Vietnam
DANIEL M.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:

[ Vietnam Era

Vietnam War Veteran

Year Entered: 1966

Service Bran&h: MARINE CORPS Rank: E-3

Year Discharged: 1970
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE RIBBON W/4 BATTLE STARS REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
COMBAT ACTION RIBBON PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION
MARKMANSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (RIFLE) NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Lance-Corporal Daniel M. Perlinger honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / LCPL Daniel Perlinger
was assigned as a Field Radio Operator during 12 months of deployment to Vietnam

Daniel Perlinger received his Honorable Discharge from the United States Marine Corps on 6 February 1970

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Daniel M. Perlinger passed away on 17 April 2018 at the age of 69 years old

The Field Radio Operator is skilled in the long list of radios for all frequency ranges and uses / The radios used
are divided among the frequency range as well as for their specific uses / The Radioman will not be an
infantryman or a tanker, but if assigned to those units, he will be fighting side by side with the members of those
combat units and carrying a radio or operating the vehicle-mounted radio / Some select radiomen will get
assigned to go out with the infantry companies and will be responsible for the communications in that company

/ However, in the larger communication units, the radioman will be with other radiomen and fellow
communicators

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
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members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Service stars were awarded to
all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Combat Action Ribbon (colloquially "CAR"), is a high precedence United States Navy, United States Coast
Guard, and United States Marine Corps military decoration awarded to United States sea service members "who
have actively participated in ground or surface combat" / Coast Guardsmen, Navy sailors, and Marines active in
clandestine, stealth or special operations are deemed eligible for consideration of the award / The U.S. Navy first
authorized the Combat Action Ribbon on 17 February 1969 / The CAR is awarded to members of the Navy and
Marine Corps with a rank no higher than captain and colonel, respectively

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: PETRI Killedin Vietnam ) otown:  WEST SENECA

RICHARD W.
Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
Year Entered: 1962

Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: A1C
Year Discharged: 1966

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Airman First Class Richard W. Petri honorably served in the United States Air Force

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Richard W. Petri passed away on 15 February 2021 at the age of 76 years old and is interred at Saint Paul's
Lutheran Cemetery, West Seneca, New York
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Name:  PHILLIPS Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA

JAMES F.
Address: 90 HARLEM ROAD

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
Year Entered:

Service Bran&h: ARMY Rank: SP4
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

88TH ARTILLERY GROUP (NIKE MISSLES)
1ST AIR CAVALRY

Medals / Citations:
PRESIDENTIAL CITATION UNIT CITATION
ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL (VIETNAM) ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL (RESERVES)

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth-Class James F. Phillips honorably served in the United States Army / SP-4 James Phillips was
stationed with the 1st Air Cavalry at Camp Radcliff in the district of An Khé, South Vietnam / SP4 Phillips fought
and survived a surprise attack on his base during the Tet Offensive / On January 1968, 84,000 communist
soldiers of the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese People's Army of Vietnam launched coordinated attacks
against the forces of the South Vietnamese Army of the Republic of Vietnam, the United States, and their allies /
This, the largest battle of the Vietnam War, became known as the Tet Offensive

James Phillips joined the U. S. Army Reserve in 1980 and retired with the rank of Sergeant First Class in 2007
Base Assignments:

Ft. Lewis, Washington - Established in 1917 and named after Meriwether Lewis of the Lewis and Clark
expedition, Fort Lewis was one of the largest and most modern military reservations in the United States / Ft.
Lewis was the home to the 4th Infantry Division until their departure for Vietnam in 1966, leaving the fort as a
personnel transfer and training center / Fort Lewis was deactivated in 1991.

Ft. Dix, New Jersey - Fort Dix was established on 16 July 1917 as Camp Dix, named in honor of Major General
John Adams Dix, a veteran of the War of 1812 and the American Civil War, and a former United States Senator,
Secretary of the Treasury and Governor of New York / Ft. Dix was used for the mobilization, training and
demobilizion of soldiers from World War | through April 2015 / On 1 October 2009, Fort Dix was consolidated
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with an adjoining U.S. Air Force and Navy facility to become part of Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst (JB MDL)

Ft. Knox, Kentucky - Named after Henry Knox, the Continental Army's chief of artillery during the Revolutionary
War and the country's first Secretary of War, Ft. Knox is located south of Louisville / Ft. Knox holds the Army
human resources Center of Excellence (includes the Army Human Resources Command, United States Army
Cadet Command and the United States Army Accessions Command / For 60 years, Fort Knox was the home of
the U.S. Army Armor Center and the U.S. Army Armor School (moved to Fort Benning), and was used by both the
Army and the Marine Corps to train crews on the M1 Abrams main battle tank

Ft. Devens, Massachusetts - Located in the counties of Middlesex and Worcester, the fort was named after jurist
and Civil War general Charles Devens / The 2nd Infantry Brigade was inactivated on 19 February 1963 at Fort
Devens; in 1962 when it was reflagged as 2nd Brigade, 5th Infantry Division. It was reactivated on 23 October
1963 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Brigade, 1st Infantry Division and moved (with the rest
of the Division) to Fort Riley, Kansas in January 1964 / Fort Devens was also the home of the 10th Special Forces
Group (Airborne) from 1968 until the Group's move to Fort Carson, Colorado in 1995 / It was also the home of
the 39th Engineer Battalion (CBT) until the 39th was deactivated in 1992 / Fort Devens was officially closed in
1996 after 79 years of service

Ft. Lee, Virginia - Opened in 1918, the fort is named for Confederate General Robert E. Lee / Fort Lee was the
headquarters for the U.S. Army Combined Arms Support Command (CASCOM)/ Sustainment Center of
Excellence (SCoE), the U.S. Army Quartermaster School, the U.S. Army Ordnance School, The U.S. Army
Transportation School, the Army Logistics University (ALU), Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA), and
the U.S. Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA)

Nike Base (CD27), Wilmington, Ohio - Located between Dayton and Cincinnati, the site became operational in
1960 to defend the industrial centers of the upper Ohio River Valley / Nike, named for the mythical Greek
goddess of victory, was the name given to a program that deployed a guided surface-to-air missile defense
system / The base was closed in 1970 with the termination of the Nike Missile System

Camp Radcliff, South Vietnam - Camp Radcliff (also known as An Khé Army Airfield, An Khé Base or the
Golfcourse) is a former U.S. Army base in the An Khé District in central Vietnam / Camp Radcliff was established
in late August 1965 by the 70th Engineer Battalion as the base camp for the 1st Cavalry Division / The camp was
named after Cavalry Major Donald Radcliff, the 1st Cavalry's first combat death, who was killed on 18 August
1965 while supporting U.S. Marines in his helicopter gunship during Operation Starlite

Miscelleaneous:

James Phillips graduated from West Seneca West High School in 1966 / After graduation, James worked at
Costas Pizza Lounge as a pizza maker until he received his draft notification papers / James served in the Army
from 1966 through 1970 / After his Honorable Discharge, James Phillips became a press operator for the F. N.
Burt Company until 1983 / Between 1983 and 2008, James Phillips worked at Roswell Park Cancer Institute and
the Wende Correctional Facility
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The 1st Cavalry Division ("First Team") is a combined arms division and is one of the most decorated combat
divisions of the United States Army, as well as the other four branches of the U.S. military / The division was
formed in 1921 and served during World War I, Korea, Vietnam, the Persian Gulf War, with the Stabilization
Force in Bosnia-Herzegovina, in the Iraq War, and in the War in Afghanistan / When the 1st Cavalry Division was
deployed in the Vietnam War, the division become an air assault division as the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile),
commonly referred to as the 1st Air Cavalry Division / The use of helicopters on such large scale as troop carriers,
cargo lift ships, medevacs, and as aerial rocket artillery, was never before implemented, but by doing so it freed
the infantry from the tyranny of terrain to attack the enemy at the time and place of its choosing /

Deployed to Camp Radcliff, An Khe, Vietnam, the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) was equipped with the new
M16 rifle, the UH-1 troop carrier helicopter, UH-1-C gunships, the CH-47 Chinook cargo helicopter, and the
massive CH-54 Skycrane cargo helicopter / In the Vietnam War, the First Cavalry Division suffered more
casualties than any other army division: 5,444 men killed in action and 26,592 wounded in action
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Name: PITTORF, SR. Killedin Vietnam o etown:  WEST SENECA
WARREN R.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:
Warren R. Pittorf, Sr. honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Warren R. Pittorf, Sr. passed away on 25 July 2025 at the age of 86 years old
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Name: POLCHLOPEK Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
JOSEPH
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SGT
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE RIBBON

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Sergeant Joseph Polchlopek honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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Name: POLILLA [ Killed in Vietnam
JOHN C.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: INDIAN CHURCH ROAD

[ Vietnam Era

Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1967

Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: SGT
Year Discharged: 1970
Unit / Squadron:

1967 COMMUNICATIONS SQUADRON

Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATION MARKMANSHIP BADGE

MARKMANSHIP BADGE
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant John C. Polilla honorably served in the United States Air Force / SGT John Polilla was deployed to
Vietnam / SGT John Polilla saw temporary duty assignments in Korea, Taiwan, Wake Island, Guam, and Okinawa
/ Sergeant John C. Polilla was also assigned to the USAF Security Service where he served as a security courier

Base Assignments:

Lackland AFB, San Antonia, Texas - Construction on Lackland Air Force Base began on 15 June 1941, and it was
originally part of Kelly Field / On 3 Feb 1948, the facility was named Lackland AFB after Brigadier General Frank
Lackland, who was commissioned into the regular Army after serving in the National Guard, District of Columbia
/ Lackland is best known for its role in being the sole location for U.S. Air Force enlisted Basic Military Training
(BMT) for the active duty Regular Air Force, Air Force Reserve and Air National Guard

Sheppard AFB, Texas - The base, located near Witchita Falls, was is named in honor of Senator John Morris
Sheppard of Texas (1875—-1941), chairman of the Senate Military Affairs Committee from 1933 until his death on
9 April 1941. Senator Sheppard helped lead the fight for military preparedness before the attack on Pearl Harbor
/ It was officially opened as a United States Army Air Corps training center on 17 October 1941, following the
arrival of the first military members on 14 June. As the Army Air Corps became the Army Air Forces, facilities
were completed sufficiently to allow the first class of 22 aviation mechanics to enter training that October; the
class graduated 23 February 1942 / Sheppard Field reached its peak strength of 46,340 people while serving as a
separation center for troops being discharged following World War Il from September through November 1945 /
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Communications, refrigeration, air conditioning, and power production operator and repairman training were
transferred to Sheppard in 1959

Camp Drake, Asaka City, Saitama, Japan - Located northwest of Tokyo, Camp Drake was one of many former
American bases around Tokyo / Originally a golf club, it became the site of an army uniform factory during World
War Il, and was subsequently used as a training camp by the US army / During the Vietnam War, Camp Drake
served as a joint US Army/Air Force base, active until the 1970°s / Camp Drake contained the 249th General
Hospital, which handled troops coming out of Vietham and also housed the communication center for Far East
military operations

Miscelleaneous:

John C. Polilla graduated from Bishop Timon High School / Polilla attended Erie Community College before
entering military service / After his Honorable Discharge from the Air Force, John Polilla found employment with
the Bethlehem Steel Corp until the giant steelmaker finally shut down / John Polilla went to work for the Erie
County Highway Department, retiring after 35 years of service

A temporary duty assignment (TDY) refers to a United States military personnel travel assignment at a location
other than the personnel's permanent duty station / This type of secondary assignment is usually of relatively
short duration, typically from two days to 179 days in length

The 1967 Communications Squadron was activated on 1 July 1961 to perform communications functions in
Vietnam and inactivated on 31 July 1974 / The 1967 Comm Squadron was absorbed by the 1956
Communications Group

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
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sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) was first intended to be a
"blanket campaign medal" awarded to service members who served honorably during a designated time period
of which a "national emergency" had been declared during a time of war or conflict / It may also be issued to
active military members for any other period that the Secretary of Defense designates / Currently, the National
Defense Service Medal is the oldest service medal (as opposed to decorations for particular achievements such
as valor or meritorious service and Good Conduct Medals) currently awarded by all branches of the United
States Armed Forces
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Name: POLLUTRO, SR. [ Killed in Vietnam WEST SENECA

Hometown:
MICHAEL J.
Address:

Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: A1C
Year Discharged: 1969

Unit / Squadron:

7272 SUPPORT GROUP, THIRD US AIR FORCE, US AIR FORCE EUROPE-AFRICA

Medals / Citations:
COLD WAR SERVICE MEDAL NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL
[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Airman First-Class Michael J. Pollutro, Sr. honorably served in the United States Air Force / A1C Michael Pollutro

was assigned as an Apprentice Cook while stationed in Libya for 15 months with the 7272nd Support Group,
Third Air Force

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Michael J. Pollutro, Sr. passed away on 3 February 2023 at the age of 67 years old and is interred at Mt. Hope
Cemetery, West Seneca, New York

Food Service Specialists function in every aspect of food preparation, including administration, procurement,
storage, and distribution / They plan menus, purchase supplies, cook food, operate food service equipment, and
provide customer service / Food Service Specialist training includes: standard and dietetic menu planning; food
preparation and cooking; basic nutrition; storage of meats, poultry, and other perishable items; dining service
operations; and food and supply ordering

The Third Air Force (Air Forces Europe) (3 AF) is a numbered air force of the United States Air Forces in Europe -
Air Forces Africa (USAFE-AFAFRICA) / Its headquarters is Ramstein Air Base, Germany / It is responsible for all

U.S. air forces in Europe and Africa, and operations and support activities in the U.S. European Command and
U.S. Africa Command's areas of responsibility

The Cold War Service Medal Act authorizes a service medal for those in the military between September 1945
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and December 1991 who served on active duty for 24 consecutive months during the Cold War; were deployed
outside of the continental U.S. for a period of at least 30 days during the Cold War; or were a member of a
reserve unit called to active duty to participate in exercises or operations directly related to the Cold War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: pOYDOCK, JR. [ Killed in Vietnam
CARL J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:

[ Vietnam Era

Vietnam War Veteran

Year Entered: 1966

Service Bran&h: ARMY Rank: SGT
Year Discharged: 1968

Unit / Squadron:

COMPANY D, 1ST BATTALION, 5TH CALVARY

Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART (2) AIR MEDAL

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL W/60 DEVICE
ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL COMBAT INFANTRY BADGE

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant Carl Jerome Poydock, Jr. honorably served in the United States Army / SGT Carl Poydock was deployed
to Vietnam and was awarded two Purple Heart Medals for wounds suffered in combat action

On 15 March 1967, Sergeant Carl Poydock’s unit was attacked in Vietham and SGT Poydock was shot in the left
leg and spent three months recovering at a military hospital in Japan / SGT Carl Poydock was wounded a second

time on 12 November 1967, while providing security in the rear of a resupply truck, when an enemy attack left
Sgt. Poydock with several shrapnel wounds

On 21 May 2012, Carl J. Poydock, Jr. received his second Purple Heart during a ceremony at the Town of West
Seneca’s Walkway of Freedom in Veterans Memorial Park

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Carl Poydock was a 1961 graduate of West Seneca High School and drafted into the U.S. Army on 4 July 1966 /
Carl Jerome Poydock, Jr. passed away on 27 August 2022 at the age of 79 years old

The 5th Cavalry Regiment ("Black Knights") is a historical unit of the United States Army that began its service on
3 August 1861, when an act of Congress enacted "that the two regiments of dragoons, the regiment of mounted
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riflemen, and the two regiments of cavalry shall hereafter be known and recognized, as the first, second, third,
fourth, and fifth regiments of cavalry respectively and continues in modified organizational format in the U.S.
Army / On 3 March 1855, the 2nd Cavalry Regiment (later to be known as the 5th Cavalry Regiment) was
activated in Louisville, Kentucky with troopers drawn from the states of Alabama, Maryland, Missouri, Indiana,
Kentucky, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Virginia / On 9 April 1865, the 5th Cavalry was selected to serve as the Union
Honor Guard for the surrender of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox Courthouse /
During World War Il, the 5th Cavalry fought in the battles of Los Negros, Leyte, and Luzon / After the surrender
of Japanese forces, the 5th Cavalry was part of the occupation forces / The 5th Cavalry Regiment saw action in
Korea during the Korean War and left the country on 7 December 1951 after 549 days of constant combat /
During the Vietnam War, the 5th Cavalry Regiment was deployed to Vietnam in September 1965 / In Vietnam,
5th Cavalry units participated in twelve campaigns, including Operation Thayer, Operation Pershing, Operation,
Tet Offensive, Operation Jeb Stuart Ill, Operation Toan Thang Il and Operation Cheyenne Sabre / Six 5th Cavalry
Regiment Troopers received the Medal of Honor in the Vietham War / The remaining units of the 5th Cavalry
regiment left Vietnam in January 1973

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Air Medal (AM) is a military decoration of the United States Armed Forces / It was created in 1942 and is
awarded for single acts of heroism or meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Army Commendation Medal, created in 1945, is a mid-level United States military decoration presented for
sustained acts of heroism or meritorious service / A “V” device distinguishes an award for heroism or valor in
combat instead of for meritorious service or achievement

The Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) is a United States Army military decoration. The badge is awarded to
infantrymen and Special Forces soldiers in the rank of colonel and below, who fought in active ground combat
while assigned as members of either an Infantry or Special Forces unit of brigade size or smaller at any time after
6 December 1941

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
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President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

Name: PRIVITERE LI Killed in Vietnam
FRANK

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L] Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1957
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: LT

Year Discharged: 1959

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

L] Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:
Lieutenant Frank Privitere honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Frank Privitere passed away on 8 January 2008,
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Name: PUCKETT [ Killed in Vietnam
RONALD T.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1964
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SSGT

Year Discharged: 1970
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Staff Sergeant Ronald T. Puckett honorably served in the United States Army and the National Guard during the
Vietnam Era

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Ronald Puckett graduated from Bennett High School in 1961 / After his Honorable Discharge from the U.S. Army,
Puckett had a long and successful career operating heavy machinery as a member of the International Union of
Operating Engineers (1.U.O.E.) Local #17, retiring in 2000 / Ronald Puckett coached in many youth programs and
played baseball for the State Cahmpion Legion Post / Ronald Puckett was the Commander of American Legion
Post 735 for many years, Past Commander of Erie County Committee American Legion, Member of AmVets
#8113, West Seneca Joint Veterans Committee, Masonic Lodge #1111, and I.U.O.E Local #17 / Ronald T. Puckett
passed away at the age of 81 years old on 16 April 2024 and is interred at Acacia Park Cemetery, 4215
Tonawanda Creek Rd, North Tonawanda, New York

The Army National Guard (ARNG) is an organized militia force and a federal military reserve force of the United
States Army / It is simultaneously part of two different organizations: the Militia of the United States (consisting
of the ARNG of each state, most territories, and the District of Columbia), as well as the federal ARNG, as part of
the National Guard as a whole (which includes the Air National Guard) / It is divided into subordinate units
stationed in each state or insular area, responsible to their respective governors or other head-of-government
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Name: RATAJCZAK AR Hometown: WEST SENECA
FLORIAN M.
Address: FISHER ROAD
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
Year Entered:

Service Bran&h: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL
VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Florian M. Ratajczak honorably served in the United States Army / Florian Ratajczak was deployed to Vietnam
and was awarded the Purple Heart for wounds suffered in combat action

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Florian M. Ratajczak passed away on 6 February 2025 at the age of 76 years old and is interred at Lakeside
Cemetery, Hamburg, New York

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American

decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
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January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War
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Name: RAUSCH Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA

ROBERT E.
Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: MAJOR
Year Discharged: KIA

Unit / Squadron:

12TH TACTICAL RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON, 460TH TACTICAL RECONNAISSANCE WING, 7TH

AIR FORCE
Medals / Citations:
PURPLE HEART AIR MEDAL
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Major Robert E. Rausch honorably served in the United States Air Force / Major Robert Rausch was a Pilot and
Navigator and was Killed in Action on 16 April 1970 over Quang Tri Province, South Vietnam

On 16 April 1970, an RF-4C Phantom with a two man crew of Major Ayers and Captain Robert E. Rausch
departed Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Saigon to conduct reconnaissance along the Demilitarized Zone separating
North and South Vietnam as well as the adjacent area of Savannakhet Province, Laos / They refueled in flight
and advised their controller that they were heading north to another target area / The new target area was
known to be a high threat area with 37mm and other anti-aircraft weapons / They were last reported over
Savannakhet Province but did not return from their mission and were declared missing in action / During the
period he was reported missing, Robert E. Rausch was promoted to the rank of Major

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Major Robert E. Rausch was 35 years of age at the time of his death

In the first four full months of operation in Southeast Asia, crews of the 12th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron
flew 2,014 combat sorties against pinpoint, strip, and area cover targets in North Vietnam, South Vietnam, and
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Laos. Approximately two-thirds of these were flown at night / Continuous information on enemy supply
movements, troop concentrations, and fortifications was obtained from aerial photography taken by the 12th /
In addition, photography taken by the unit was used in bomb damage assessment, base defense planning, and
enemy air defense site detection / The 12th flew more than 26,000 combat sorties and 53,000 hours over a 5-
year period. This was more than in both World Wars and Korea combined

The Phantom, used by Air Force, Marine and Navy air wings, served a multitude of functions including fighter-
bomber and interceptor, photo and electronic surveillance. The two man aircraft was extremely fast (Mach 2),
and had a long range (900 - 2300 miles, depending on stores and mission type). The F4 was also extremely
maneuverable and handled well at low and high altitudes. Most pilots considered it one of the "hottest" planes
around

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Air Medal (AM) is a military decoration of the United States Armed Forces / It was created in 1942 and is
awarded for single acts of heroism or meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
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served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the

present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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) D . . .
Name: RIEDY Killed in Vietnam Hometown: ~WEST SENECA

PETER B.
Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP-4
Year Discharged: 1971
Unit / Squadron:

44TH ARTILLERY DIVISION

Medals / Citations:
PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL
VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL VIETNAMESE GALLANTRY CROSS

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Corporal (SP-4) Peter B. Riedy honorably served in the United States Army / CPL Peter Reidy was deployed to
Khe Sanh, Vietnam and was awarded the Purple Heart for wounds suffered in combat operations / Corporal

Riedy was awarded the Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal by the Government of South Vietnam for heroism under
combat conditions

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Peter Riedy worked as a supervisor in the construction industry with Local #210 / Riedy worked on some large
projects which included the Buffalo Rapid Transit System, Canisius College athletic field and the Buffalo Bills
practice field / Peter Riedy worked in the 1990's for the Buffalo Bills as the Stadium Operations Supervisor /
Peter Riedy was a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars VFW Post #2940 / After his retirement, Riedy moved to

North Carolina and then to Lake Wales, Florida / Peter B. Riedy passed away on 5 February 2023 at the age of 76
years old

The Field Artillery is the branch of the army whose mission is to support the infantry by artillery fire, destroying,
neutralizing or suppressing the enemy elements that threaten land forces / Increased mobility; fire direction
centers, which enhanced their firepower; aerial observation; and radio communications increased the efficiency
and accuracy to support ground forces

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
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decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietnam War

The Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal was awarded by the Vietham Government to military personnel who have
accomplished deeds of valor or displayed heroic conduct while fighting the enemy and have been cited
individually at the regiment, brigade, division, corps, or armed forces level

2016 WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring All Vietnam War

and

Vietnam Era Veterans

| Ega | 1 November 1955 - 30 April 1975 l | | | ||

West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

) D . . .
Name: RINE Killed in Vietnam Hometown: ~WEST SENECA

ARTHUR W.
Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1968
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP-4
Year Discharged: 1970
Unit / Squadron:

25TH INFANTRY DIVISION

Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART BRONZE STAR

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS MEDAL NATIONAL DEFENSE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth-Class Arthur W. Rine honorably served in the United States Army / SP-4 Arthur Rine was
deployed to Vietnam with the 25th Infantry Division / SP-4 Arthur Rine was awarded the Purple Heart for
wounds suffered on the battlefield and was awarded the Bronze Star for heroic action against enemy forces

Base Assignments:

Fort Dix - Trenton, New Jersey - Fort Dix was established in 1917 and named for Major General John Adams Dix,
a veteran of the War of 1812 and the Civil War / Dix served as a training and staging ground during World War |l
and a demobilization center after the war / Ten divisions and many smaller units trained and staged here before
entering the battlefields of World War Il / At the end of the war, the reception center became the separation
center, returning more than 1.2 million Soldiers to civilian life

Ft. Polk, Louisiana - An United States Army installation located in Vernon Parish, Louisiana, about 10 miles east of
Leesville and 30 miles north of DeRidder in Beauregard Parish / Established in the 1940s, Ft. Polk began as a base
for the Louisiana Maneuvers / The fort was named after New York soldier William Henry Johnson and
encompasses about 198,000 acres / It served the 1st Armored Division in the 1950s, and became a basic training
post during Vietnam War years of the 1960s and '70s / Fort Polk became Fort Johnson during a re-designation
ceremony on June 13, 2023 in honor of Sgt. William Henry Johnson, a World War | Medal of Honor recipient

Cu Chi, South Vietnam-Cambodian Border - Guerrilla troops known as Viet Cong (VC) dug tens of thousands of
miles of tunnels, including an extensive network running underneath the Cu Chi district northwest of Saigon /
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Soldiers used these underground routes to house troops, transport communications and supplies, lay booby
traps and mount surprise attacks, after which they could disappear underground to safety / To combat these
guerrilla tactics, U.S. and South Vietnamese forces trained soldiers known as “tunnel rats” to navigate the
tunnels in order to detect booby traps and enemy troop presence / Now part of a Vietham War memorial park in
Ho Chi Minh City (formerly Saigon), the Cu Chi tunnels have become a popular tourist attraction

Dau Tieng Base Camp (also known as LZ Dau Tieng or Camp Rainier) is a former U.S. Army and Army of the
Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) base in the town of Dau Tieng in Binh Dwong Province in southern Vietnam / The
base was established in October 1966 and was located in the Dau Tieng District, 60 km northwest of Tan Son
Nhut Air Base (outside of Saigon) / It was a base camp and stopping off point for many Infantry units, such as the
3rd Brigade of the 25th Infantry Division, who made their command and control headquarters there / On 24
June 1967 a Vietcong (VC) mortar attack on Camp Rainier (Dau Tieng ) disabled 29 UH-1 helicopters of the 188th
Assault Helicopter Company / On 4 July 1968 the base was subjected to a heavy People's Army of Vietnam
(PAVN) rocket and mortar attack followed by probes on the base perimeter resulting in 5 U.S. and 16 PAVN killed
/ On 23 February 1969 the base was attacked and overran by PAVN sappers / SSGT Robert W. Hartsock would be
posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions during the attack as 21 U.S. and 73 PAVN were killed
in the attack / Currently, part of the base appears to remain in use by the PAVN / The airfield is no longer used
but remains visible on satellite images

Fort Hood is a United States Army post located near Killeen, Texas and was named after Confederate General
John Bell Hood / The post is the headquarters of 11l Corps and First Army Division West and is home to the 1st
Cavalry Division and 3rd Cavalry Regiment / During the late 1960s, Fort Hood trained and deployed a number of
units and individuals for duty in Vietnam / As the United States ended its role in the conflict, thousands of
returning soldiers completed their active duty with one of the divisions / In 1971, the colors of the 1st Cavalry
Division came to Fort Hood from Vietnam / On May 24, 2022, the Commission on the Naming of Items of the
Department of Defense that Commemorate the Confederate States of America or Any Person Who Served
Voluntarily with the Confederate States of America recommended the fort be renamed to Fort Cavazos, named
after Gen. Richard E. Cavazos, a native Texan and the US Army'’s first Hispanic four-star general

Miscelleaneous:

Arthur Rine graduated from West Seneca Senior High School / After his Honorable Discharge from the U.S.
Army, Arthur Rine worked for 32 years at National Fuel Gas

The 25th Infantry Division (nicknamed "Tropic Lightning") is a United States Army division based at Schofield
Barracks in Hawaii / The division, which was activated on 1 October 1941 in Hawaii, conducted military
operations primarily in the Asia-Pacific region / When the Korean War began in June 1950, the division was
deployed to South Korea, where it fought in the defense of and the breakout from the Pusan Perimeter in mid-
1950, with elements advancing as far as the Amnok River in November 1950 / The division defended Seoul
against Chinese Communist attack from May 1953 to the July armistice, returning to Hawaii in late 1954 / After
undergoing major reorganizations in 1957 and 1963 to adapt to changing tactics, the division deployed to South
Vietnam to fight in the Vietnam War between late 1965 and early 1966 / The 25th served in Vietnam until its
withdrawal back to Hawaii in 1970-1971, participating in Operation Attleboro, Operation Cedar Falls, Operation
Junction City, the Battle of Saigon during the North Vietnamese Tet Offensive, and the Cambodian Incursion / It
was reorganized as a light infantry division in 1985, and elements have participated in the Iraq War and the War
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in Afghanistan / Its present deployment is composed of light infantry and aviation units / Tropic Lightning
soldiers regularly train with other U.S. military branches to practice and maintain joint operations capabilities

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Bronze Star Medal (BSM) is a is the fourth-highest individual military award and the ninth-highest by order
of precedence in the United States Armed Forces / The Bronze Star is awarded to members of the United States
Armed Forces for either heroic achievement, heroic service, meritorious achievement, or meritorious service in a
combat zone / When the medal is awarded by the Army and Air Force for acts of valor in combat, the "V" Device
is authorized for wear on the medal

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: ROLLS [ Killed in Vietnam
MICHAEL P.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
L Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
Year Entered: 1969

Service Branéh: MARINE CORPS Rank: LCPL
Year Discharged: 1971

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Lance Corpotal Michael P. Rolls honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / LCPL Michael Rolls was
deployed to Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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Name: ROOF [ Killed in Vietnam
DONALD F.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1965
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP-5

Year Discharged: 1966
Unit / Squadron:

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fifth-Class Donald F. Roof honorably served in the United States Army / SP-5 Donald Roof was
deployed to Vietham with the 82nd Airborne

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

The 82nd Airborne Division is an airborne infantry division of the United States Army specializing in parachute
assault operations into hostile areas with a U.S. Department of Defense mandate to be "on-call to fight anytime,
anywhere" at "the knife's edge of technology and readiness / Primarily based at Fort Liberty, North Carolina, the
82nd Airborne Division is part of the XVIII Airborne Corps / The 82nd Airborne Division is the U.S. Army's most
strategically mobile division / The division was organized on 25 August 1917, at Camp Gordon, Georgia and later
served with distinction on the Western Front in the final months of World War | / Since its initial members came
from all 48 states, the division acquired the nickname All-American, which is the basis for its "AA" on the
shoulder patch / The division later served in World War Il where, in August 1942, it was reconstituted as the first
airborne division of the U.S. Army and fought in numerous campaigns during the war / In April 1965, the "All-
Americans" invaded the Dominican Republic / Spearheaded by the 3rd Brigade, the 82nd deployed in Operation
Power Pack / During the Vietnamese Tet Offensive, which swept across South Vietnam in January/February
1968, the 3rd Brigade was enroute to Chu Lai within 24 hours of receiving its orders / The 3rd Brigade performed
combat duties in the Hue — Phu Bai area of the | Corps sector / Later the brigade moved south to Saigon, and
fought in the Mekong Delta, the Iron Triangle and along the Cambodian border, serving nearly 22 months
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Name: ROZELL Killed in Vietham
EDWARD A.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 79 FLOHR AVENUE
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1969
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS. Rank: LCPL

Year Discharged: KIA
Unit / Squadron:

A COMPANY, 1ST BATTALION, 1ST MARINES, 1ST MARINE DIVISION (MARDIV), Il MARINE
AMPHIBIOUS FORCES (MAF)

1ST MARINE DIVISION, 1ST BATTALION, 1ST MARINES, A COMPANY

Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL

VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL COMBAT ACTION RIBBON

MARKSMANSHIP BADGE MARINE CORPS PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION
VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS MARINE CORPS EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Lance Corporal Edward Arnold Rozell honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / LCPL Edward Rozell
was deployed to Vietnam on 30 September 1969 as a Rifleman / LCPL Edward Rozell was Killed in Action on 31
January 1970 from multiple fragmentation wounds suffered during a battle with Viet Cong forces near Da Nang,
in the province of Quang Nam, South Vietnam

LCPL Edward Arnold Rozell served with Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st Marine Division, 3rd
Marine Amphibious Force / Alpha Company was on a combat mission 6 kilometers south southeast of the Tuy
Loan Bridge when the company encountered NVA hostile forces / Edward died as a result of multiple
fragmentation wounds to the body when an enemy mine detonated near the Tuy Loan Bridge

Base Assignments:

Parris Island, South Carolina - Marine Corps Recruit Depot (MCRD) Parris Island is a Marine Corps. military
installation located within Port Royal, South Carolina. MCRD Parris Island was established on 1 November 1915
and designated for the training of enlisted Marines. Male recruits living east of the Mississippi River and female
recruits from all over the United States report to Parris Island to receive their initial training.
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Miscelleaneous:

Edward Rozell attended West Seneca High School prior to enlisting in the Marine Corp in January 1969 / Edward
Arnold Rozell was 18 years of age at the time of his passing and is interred at St Mathews Cemetery, West
Seneca, New York

Edward Arnold Rozell is honored on the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial in Washington D.C. - Name inscribed at
VVM Wall, Panel 14w, Line 87

Infantryman or Rifleman refers to soldiers moving and fighting on foot, armed with hand weapons such as rifles,
machine guns, grenades, mortars, etc.

1st Battalion, 1st Marines (1/1) is an infantry battalion in the United States Marine Corps based out of Camp
Pendleton, California, consisting of anywhere from 800 to 2,000 Marines and Sailors, but the number fluctuates
depending on the battalion's mission / Falling under the command of the 1st Marine Regiment and the 1st
Marine Division, they are commonly referred to as "The First of the First" / The battalion has been organized
around fire and maneuver warfare in tropical, woodland, desert, or Arctic environments / 1/1 deployed to Da
Nang, Republic of Vietnam in August 1965 and were reassigned to the 3rd Marine Division / They remained in
Vietnam until May 1971, serving in or around Da Nang, Dong Ha, Con Thien, Quang Tri, Hue, Phu Bai and Khe
Sanh / They returned to Camp Pendleton, California, in May 1971

The 1st Marine Division (1st MARDIV) is a Marine division of the United States Marine Corps headquartered at
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, California / It is the ground combat element of the | Marine Expeditionary
Force (I MEF) / It is the oldest and largest active duty division in the United States Marine Corps, representing a
combat-ready force of 22,000 personnel / It is one of three active duty divisions in the Marine Corps today and is
a multi-role, expeditionary ground combat force. It is nicknamed "The Old Breed" / The division is employed as
the ground combat element (GCE) of the | Marine Expeditionary Force or may provide task-organized forces for
assault operations and such operations as may be directed / The 1st Marine Division must be able to provide the
ground amphibious forcible entry capability to the naval expeditionary force (NEF) and to conduct subsequent
land operations in any operational environment / In March 1966, the 1st Marine Division Headquarters was
established at Chu Lai, South Vietnam / By June 1966, the entire division was in South Vietnam, its Tactical Area
of Responsibility (TAOR) was the southern two provinces of | Corps — Quang Tin and Quang Ngai / In August
1966 the division conducted Operation Colorado / Between March and October 1966 to May 1967, the division
conducted 44 named operations and the division received its 7th Presidential Unit Citation for service from 29
March 1966 to 15 September 1967 / By April 1971, the Division was back in the United States / During combat
actions in Vietnam, the 1st Marine Division lost 7,012 men killed in action / In 1975, the division supported the
resettlement of South Viethnamese refugees by providing food and temporary shelter at Camp Pendleton for
Vietnamese refugees as they arrived in the United States

During the Vietnam War, the Ill Marine Amphibious Force (MAF) was a reinforced corps comprising two
divisions, an air wing, and a division-sized logistics command / It consisted of both the 3d Marine Division and
the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing (MAW) / By the end of 1966, the two Marine divisions of Ill MAF were fighting two
separate wars. In the north, the 3d Marine Division fought a more or less conventional campaign while the 1st
Marine Division took over the counter-guerrilla operations in the populous south / the Ill Marine Amphibious
Forces participated in the Vietnam War from May 1965 through April 1971 operating from Quang Tri, Thua
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Thien, Quang Nam, Quang Tin, and Quang Ngai

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Combat Action Ribbon (colloquially "CAR"), is a high precedence United States Navy, United States Coast
Guard, and United States Marine Corps military decoration awarded to United States sea service members "who
have actively participated in ground or surface combat" / Coast Guardsmen, Navy sailors, and Marines active in
clandestine, stealth or special operations are deemed eligible for consideration of the award / The U.S. Navy first
authorized the Combat Action Ribbon on 17 February 1969 / The CAR is awarded to members of the Navy and
Marine Corps with a rank no higher than captain and colonel, respectively

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961
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The Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal is a military award of the United States Marine Corps / It was established
on 8 May 1919 as the Marine Corps Expeditionary Ribbon / To be awarded the Marine Corps Expeditionary
Medal, a Marine must have engaged in a landing on foreign territory, participated in combat operations against
an opposing force, or participated in a designated operation for which no other service medal is authorized /
After 1961, some commands permitted eligible personnel to choose between the Marine Corps Expeditionary
Medal, or the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, depending on the nature of the operation in question

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: RUDNICKI [ Killed in Vietnam
PAUL E.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: RESERVE ROAD
L Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
Service Bran&h: ARMY Rank: CAPTAIN vear Entered: 1368
Year Discharged: 1972
Unit / Squadron:
UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM (USARV)
56TH ARMY POSTAL UNIT (APU)

Medals / Citations:
BRONZE STAR AIR MEDAL
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Captain Paul E. Rudnicki honorably served in the United States Army / Captain Paul Rudnicki was assigned to
many Army bases, serving as a Military Judge / Rudnicki served in the United States Army Judge Advocate
General's Corps from 1968 to 1972 / While stationed in Long Binh Post, Vietnam, Captain Rudnicki served as

Post Judge Advocate from 1969 to 1970 / Captain Rudnicki was awarded the Bronze Star Medal for meritorious
service in a combat zone

Base Assignments:

Long Binh Post, Vietnam - Long Binh Post is a former U.S. Army base located in Long Binh ward between Bién
Hoa and Saigon, Vietnam / The base functioned as a U.S. Army base, logistics center, and major command
headquarters for United States Army Vietnam (USARV) / By mid-1967, United States Army, Vietnam (USARV), 1st
Logistical Command and many other Army units dispersed in Saigon were moved to Long Binh Post to resolve
centralization, security, and troop billeting issues / Long Binh Post was a sprawling logistics facility and the
largest U.S. Army base in Vietnam, with a peak of 60,000 personnel in 1969 / Long Binh Post was the target of
several attacks, especially during the Tet Offensive in 1968 as well as 1969 / Long Binh Post included the Long
Binh Stockade, a U.S. Army prison, from 1966 to the 1970s also known unofficially as "LBJ" or "Long Binh Jail"

Miscelleaneous:

Prior to military service, Paul E. Rudnicki graduated from the University of Buffalo Law School in 1967 / After his

Honorable Discharge, Paul Rudnicki began his post-military career as an attorney / Rudnicki is a lifetime member
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and Judge Advocate of American Legion Post #735 and a member of the Western New York Chapter 77 of the
Vietnam Veterans of America, serving as President of the VALOR Committee / Paul Rudnicki is also a Rotarian

Judge advocates are attorneys who perform legal duties while serving in the U.S. Armed Forces / They provide
legal services to their branch of the armed forces and Legal Representation to members of the Armed Services /
The duties of a Judge Advocate also focus on the areas of criminal law, legal assistance, civil/administrative law,
labor/employment law, international/operational law and contract/fiscal law, and medical law

United States Army Republic of Vietnam (USARV) was an corps-level support command of the United States
Army in the Vietnam War / USARV was created on 20 July 1965 out of the U.S. Army Support Command, Vietnam
/ USARV controlled the activities of all U.S. Army service and logistical units in South Vietnam until 15 May 1972,
when its structure was merged with the Military Assistance Command, Vietham (MACV) to become
USARV/MACV Support Command, which was disbanded on 28 March 1973 after completion of withdrawal of all
combat and support units / USARV controlled ten major support commands in Vietnam, and also supervised 71
smaller units

The 56th Army Postal Unit (APU) received the Meritorious Unit Commendation by distinguishing itself in support
of military operations in the Republic of Vietham during the period of 19 March 1968 through 20 May 1969 / The
Commendation cites the men and officers who exhibited resourcefulness and organizational expertise in the
outstanding performance of difficult tasks inherent in the strategic support of Long Binh Post

The Bronze Star Medal (BSM) is a is the fourth-highest individual military award and the ninth-highest by order
of precedence in the United States Armed Forces / The Bronze Star is awarded to members of the United States
Armed Forces for either heroic achievement, heroic service, meritorious achievement, or meritorious service in a
combat zone / When the medal is awarded by the Army and Air Force for acts of valor in combat, the "V" Device
is authorized for wear on the medal

The Air Medal (AM) is a military decoration of the United States Armed Forces / It was created in 1942 and is
awarded for single acts of heroism or meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Army Commendation Medal, created in 1945, is a mid-level United States military decoration presented for
sustained acts of heroism or meritorious service / A “V” device distinguishes an award for heroism or valor in
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Name: RUSHOK [ Killed in Vietnam

PAUL

Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

Service Bran&h: ARMY / AIR FORCE Rank: E-3

Unit / Squadron:

51ST INFANTRY
3201ST TRANSPORTATION SQUADRON

Medals / Citations:
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (RIFLE)

DRIVER AND MECHANIC BADGE
GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL
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Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

Year Entered: 1958

Year Discharged: 1968

MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (CARBINE)
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Private First-Class Paul Rushok honorably served in the US Army for 3 years, 4 months as a Light Vehicle Driver /

PFC Rushok was stationed in Mannheim, Germany

Paul Rushok joined the US Air Force in 1965, serving 3 years and 8 months, rising to the rank of Sergeant (E-4) /
Sergeant served as a Vehicle Dispatcher and was cited for exceptional performance of his duties and

responsibilities

Paul Rushok was Honorably Discharged from the US Army on 6 February 1962 and received his Honorable

Discharge from the US Air Force on 23 August 1968

Base Assignments:

Fort Hood, Texas - Fort Hood is a United States Army post located near Killeen, Texas and was named after
Confederate General John Bell Hood / The post is the headquarters of Il Corps and First Army Division West and
is home to the 1st Cavalry Division and 3rd Cavalry Regiment / During the late 1960s, Fort Hood trained and
deployed a number of units and individuals for duty in Vietnam / As the United States ended its role in the
conflict, thousands of returning soldiers completed their active duty with one of the divisions / In 1971, the
colors of the 1st Cavalry Division came to Fort Hood from Vietnam / On May 24, 2022, the Commission on the
Naming of Items of the Department of Defense that Commemorate the Confederate States of America or Any
Person Who Served Voluntarily with the Confederate States of America recommended the fort be renamed to
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Fort Cavazos, named after Gen. Richard E. Cavazos, a native Texan and the US Army'’s first Hispanic four-star
general

Elgin Air Force Base, Florida - Eglin Air Force Base (AFB) is a United States Air Force base in the western Florida
Panhandle, located about three miles southwest of Valparaiso in Okaloosa County / The host unit at Eglin is the
96th Test Wing (formerly the 96th Air Base Wing) / The 96 TW is the test and evaluation center for Air Force air-
delivered weapons, navigation and guidance systems, Command and Control systems, and Air Force Special
Operations Command systems / Eglin AFB was established in 1935 as the Valparaiso Bombing and Gunnery Base
/ It is named in honor of Lt. Col. Frederick I. Eglin (1891-1937), who was killed in a crash of his Northrop A-17
attack aircraft on a flight from Langley to Maxwell Field, Alabama / From October 1941 to October 1945, an AAF
Fixed Gunnery School operated at the base, supervised by the 75th Flying Training Wing / At its peak during
World War I, the base employed more than 1,000 officers, 10,000 enlisted personnel and 4,000 civilians / During
the Vietnam Era, the Special Air Warfare (SAW) Center, located at Hurlburt Field, undertook to develop tactical
air doctrine while training crews for special air warfare in places like Southeast Asia / By mid-1963, SAW groups
were in Vietnam and Panama

Miscelleaneous:

Paul Rushok passed away on 30 June 2021 at the age of 80 years old

The 51st Infantry Division was an infantry division of the United States Army, organized on 11 September 1946
and composed of units from the Florida National Guard and the South Carolina National Guard

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The Driver and Mechanic Badge is a military special skill badge of the United States Army which was first created
in July 1942 / The badge is awarded to drivers, mechanics, and special equipment operators to denote the
attainment of a high degree of skill in the operation and maintenance of motor vehicles / The badge was
originally referred to as the “Motor Vehicle Badge” and adopted its current title of Driver and Mechanic Badge
during the Korean War / The Driver and Mechanic Badge is awarded to soldiers who have received training and
have met specific qualification standards to operate or repair military motor vehicles / The Driver and Mechanic
Badge for wheeled vehicles requires successful completion of military vehicle operations and maintenance
training and be assigned duties and responsibilities as a driver or assistant driver of government vehicles for a
minimum of 12 consecutive months or have driven at least 8,000 miles with no vehicle accidents or traffic
violations before one can be awarded the badge

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
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served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: RUSINSKI Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
THOMAS F.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:
Thomas F. Rusinski honorably served in the United States Air Force

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Thomas F. Rusinski passed away on 7 November 2024 at the age of 84 years old
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Name: RYDZA Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
PAUL J.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1967

Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SGT

Year Discharged: 1969
Unit / Squadron:

3RD BATTALION, 1ST ARMORED BRIGADE COMBAT TEAM
Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL
COMBAT INFANTRY BADGE

REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

1 ARMY OVERSEAS BAR

MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (M-14 RIFLE) MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: (M-60 MACHINE GUN)

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant Paul J. Rydza honorably served in the United States Army / SGT Paul Rydza was deployed to Vietnam

for 12 months of duty as Light Weapons Infantryman / The last deployment for SGT Rydza was with the 3rd
Battalion, 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team at Fort Jackson, South Carolina

Sergeant Paul Rydza was Honorably Discharged from the U.S. Army on 21 May 1969

Base Assignments:

Fort Jackson , South Carolina - Fort Jackson is a United States Army installation, which the United States Army
Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) operates for Basic Combat Training (BCT), and is located within the
city of Columbia, South Carolina / Fort Jackson was created in 1917 and named for Andrew Jackson, a United
States Army general and the seventh president of the United States (1829-1837) who was born in the border
region of North and South Carolina / Fort Jackson is the largest and most active initial entry training center in the
U.S. Army, training 50 percent of all soldiers entering the Army each year / Providing the Army with new soldiers
is the post's primary mission / 35,000 potential soldiers attend basic training and 8,000 advanced individual

training soldiers train at Fort Jackson annually
Miscelleaneous:

Paul J. Rydza passed away on 12 January 2023 at the age of 75 years old in North Carolina
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Light Weapons Infantryman lack heavy weapons and armor or with a reduced vehicle footprint / Light infantry
units lack the greater firepower, operational mobility and protection of mechanized or armored units, but
possess greater tactical mobility and the ability to execute missions in severely restrictive terrain and in areas
where weather makes vehicular mobility difficult / Light infantry forces typically rely on their ability to operate
under restrictive conditions, surprise, violence of action, training, stealth, field craft, and fitness levels of the
individual soldiers to compensate for their reduced lethality / Despite the usage of the term "light", forces in a
light unit must carry everything they require to fight, survive and win due to lack of vehicles

The 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division (aka, "Devil Brigade") is a maneuver brigade
combat team (BCT) in the United States Army / It is the oldest permanent brigade in the Army and has some of
the oldest units in the United States Army / Headquarters and Headquarters Company (HHC), 1st Brigade served
in World War |, Vietnam, Desert Shield and Desert Storm / Its most notable campaigns include the Aisne-Marne,
Meuse-Argonne, Picardy, Tet Counteroffensive and the Liberation and Defense of Kuwait / Since Desert Storm,
the "Devil Brigade" has deployed to Bosnia, Kuwait, and to Korea to participate in a 2nd Infantry Division exercise

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) is a United States Army military decoration. The badge is awarded to
infantrymen and Special Forces soldiers in the rank of colonel and below, who fought in active ground combat
while assigned as members of either an Infantry or Special Forces unit of brigade size or smaller at any time after
6 December 1941

An Overseas Service Bar indicates a soldier has served six months of service in a combat zone / Service Bars are
cumulative, in that each bar worn indicates another six-month period / Time spent overseas is also cumulative,
meaning one bar could be earned for two separate deployments totaling six months

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps
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The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: SACCOMANNO [ Killed in Vietnam
JOSEPH

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1959
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: E-3
Year Discharged: 1961

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:
MARKMANSHIP BADGE: MARKSMAN (RIFLE) GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL
L] Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Private First-Class Joseph Saccomanno honorably served in the United States Army / PFC Joseph Saccomanno
was assigned as a Pharmacy Specialist while stationed for 12 months on active duty in South Korea

Joseph Saccomanno was Honorably Discharged from the United States Army on 1 February 1961

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Joseph Saccomanno passed away on 26 March 2018 at the age of 84 years old and is interred at Holy Cross
Cemetery, Lackawanna, New York

A Pharmacy Specialist in the Army plays a crucial role in the healthcare team by preparing and dispensing
medications and maintaining pharmacy supplies and records under the supervision of pharmacists and doctors

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades

(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps
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The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: SAFAROWICZ Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
MICHAEL
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Michael Safarowicz honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: SARGIS [ Killed in Vietnam
GEORGE R.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 85 FRENCH LEA ROAD

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

Year Entered:

Service Bran&h: ARMY Rank: SP4
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

23RD INFANTRY DIVISION - AMERICAL
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL NYS CONSPICUOUS SERVICE CROSS

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM
Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth Class George "Bob" Sargis honorably served in the United States Army / SP4 George Sargis was
assigned to the 23rd Infantry Divison (Americal) and stationed at the U. S. Army base at Chu Lai, Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Fort Dix, New Jersey - Fort Dix was established on 16 July 1917 as Camp Dix, named in honor of Major General
John Adams Dix, a veteran of the War of 1812 and the American Civil War, and a former United States Senator,
Secretary of the Treasury and Governor of New York / Ft. Dix was used for the mobilization, training and
demobilizion of soldiers from World War | through April 2015 / On 1 October 2009, Fort Dix was consolidated
with an adjoining U.S. Air Force and Navy facility to become part of Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst (JB MDL)

Chu Lai, Vietnam - Located approximately 56 miles southeast of Da Nang, Chu Lai was a U.S. military base from
1965 to 1971 during the Vietnam War / Originally established by the Marines, the base was handed over to the
U.S. Army's Task Force Oregon in April 1967 and subsequently became the headquarters and base area for the
23rd Americal Division from September 1967 until November 1971

Miscelleaneous:

After an Honorable Discharge, George Sargis became the Assistant Manager at the AM&A's Shoe Department at
the Thruway Plaza, later moving up to Department Manager

The 23rd Infantry Division, more commonly known as the Americal Division, of the United States Army was
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activated 27 May 1942 on the island of New Caledonia immediately following the attack on Pearl Harbor / This
division was the only division formed outside of United States territory during World War Il (a distinction it
would repeat when reformed during the Vietnam War) / At the suggestion of a subordinate, the division's
commander, Major General Alexander Patch, requested that the new unit be known as the Americal
Division—the name being a contraction of "American, New Caledonian Division" - This was unusual, as most U. S.
divisions are known by a number / After World War Il the Americal Division was officially re-designated as the
23rd Infantry Division / The Americal was reactivated 25 September 1967 at Chu Lai in Vietnam from a
combination of units already in Vietnam and newly arrived units / The Americal Division never lost a major battle
in Vietnam, accounting for thousands of enemy dead and wounded, and is noted for its exemplary performance
during the Tet Offensive, The Battle of LoGiang, the Battle of Nui Hoac Ridge (Hill 352) and throughout its
approximate 6 year deployment in Vietnam / Americal casualties in Vietham numbered 4,041 during 2,111 days
of combat / The division was inactivated following its withdrawal from Vietnam in November 1971

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietnam War

The Army Commendation Medal (ARCOM) is a special type of recognition for service members / The Army
Commendation Medal is considered a “mid-level” military decoration / The commendation is generally awarded
for sustained acts of heroism or meritorious service / It’s usually granted to U.S. Army personnel that are not
general officers / All in all, there are Commendation Medals for each service branch (Army, Naval Service, Air and
Space Forces, and U.S. Coast Guard)

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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The NYS Conspicuous Service Cross may be awarded to any current New York State citizen or person who was a
New York State citizen while serving on federal active duty; whose entire service was honorable subsequent to
the time of receipt of the citation while serving in the U.S. Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard or
in the Army female nurse corps, and who has received a personal decoration issued by a brigade or equivalent
higher headquarters. The Conspicuous Service Cross may also be awarded to any citizen of New York State, who
while serving with the allied forces, received a personal decoration published in order issued by a brigade or
equivalent higher headquarters
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Name: SCHLMAN [ Killed in Vietnam
WAYNE F.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:

[ Vietnam Era

Vietnam War Veteran

Year Entered: 1966

Service Bran&h: ARMY Rank: E-5
Year Discharged: 1967

Unit / Squadron:

"B" BATTERY, 6TH BATTALION FIELD ARTILLERY

Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
MARKSMAN BADGE: (M-14 RIFLE) NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant (E-5) Wayne Fred Schiman honorably served in the United States Army / SGT Wayne Schiman was
assigned as a Field Artillery Crewman

Wayne F. Schiman was inducted into the U.S. Army on 6 January 1966 and was Honorably Discharged on 21
December 1967

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Wayne F. Schiman was a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars, VFW Post #2940

The Field Artillery is one of the Army's combat arms, traditionally one of the three major branches (with Infantry
and Armor) / It refers to those units that use artillery weapons systems to deliver surface-to-surface long range
indirect fire / Indirect fire means that the projectile does not follow the line of sight to the target

The 6th Battalion was a field artillery battalion of the United States Army / The 6th Battalion Field Artillery

participated in the Vietnam Counteroffensive, Phase 11, 111, IV, V, VI and the Tet 69/Counteroffensive / The
battalion was inactivated 16 January 1988

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
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members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Service stars were awarded to
all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corp

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: SCHMIDT [ Killed in Vietnam
MICHAEL E.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1970
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:

Year Discharged: 1973
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL (KOREA) MARKMANSHIP BADGE: EXPERT (M-16)
MARKMANSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (HAND GRENADE)  NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL
GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Michael Edward Schmidt honorably served in the United States Army / Michael Schmidt was deployed to South
Korea for 13 months as an Armorer/Supply Specialist

Michael Schmidt was Honorably Discharged from the U.S. Army on 12 April 1973 with reserve obligation ending
26 January 1976

Base Assignments:

Fort Eustis, Newport News, Virginia - is a United States Army installation in Newport News, Virginia / Camp
Abraham Eustis was established in 1918 as a coast artillery replacement center and is named for Brevet Brigadier
General Abraham Eustis, a 19th-century U.S. military leader who had been the first commanding officer of Fort
Monroe, a defensive fortification at the mouth of Hampton Roads / The post is the home to the United States
Army Training and Doctrine Command, the U.S. Army Aviation Logistics School, the 7th Transportation Brigade,

and Joint Task Force - Civil Support / In 2010, Fort Eustis was merged with nearby Langley Air Force Base as Joint
Base Langley-Eustis

Miscelleaneous:

Michael Schmidt worked and retired as a Pipefitter at Local Union 4, Buffalo, New York / Michael Schmidt was a
member of the Patriotic Guard Rider for over 10 years / Michael Edward Schmidt passed away on 5 March 2025

The Armorer Unit Supply Specialist, is a vital component of the US Army / They play an important role in
maintaining weapons, ensuring they are in good working condition, and ready to be used at all times / The
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Armorer Specialist is responsible for inspecting and repairing firearms, from handguns to heavy machine guns

The Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (AFEM) is a military award of the United States Armed Forces, which was
first created in 1961 by Executive Order of President John Kennedy / The medal is awarded to members of the
U.S. Armed Forces who, after July 1, 1958, participated in U.S. military operations, U.S. operations in direct
support of the United Nations, or U.S. operations of assistance for friendly foreign nations

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: SCHULTE [ Killed in Vietnam
RONALD R.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SFC

Year Discharged: 1963
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Sergeant First-Class Ronald R. Schulte honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Ronald Schulte graduated from Seneca Vocational High School in June 1955 and attended the Advanced Training
Center - Welding School in 1980 / After his Honorable Discharge from the U.S. Army, Schulte worked as a
Millwright for Bethlehem Steel, Inc. in Lackawanna, New York from 1963 -1980 / Ronald Schulte joined Frontier
Foundries Inc. in Niagara Falls, NY, from 1980 to 1984, before spending over three decades at Spaulding
Composites Inc. in Tonawanda, New York, from 1984 until his retirement, where his responsibilities at these
firms included repair work, machinery installation, and maintenance that utilized a vast array of tools and
techniques / Schulte was a Group Leader of the Quality Improvement Team and was an instrumental member of
maintenance-focused committees / Ronald R. Schulte passed away on 6 March 2026 at the age of 87 years old
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Name: §CIOLI Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
TIMOTHY J.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:

Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank:

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:

Timothy Jack Scioli honorably served in the United States Marine Corps

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Timothy Scioli retired as a Lieutenant with the Buffalo Police Department and was the Law Enforcement
Coordinator for the US Attorneys office in Buffalo / Scioli was a volunteer at the Roswell Park Comprehensive
Cancer Center / Timothy Jack Scioli passed away on 22 January 2026 at the age of 82 years old
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Name: SCOTT [ Killed in Vietnam
BARRY

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: MARILYN DRIVE
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1973
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: E-6
Year Discharged: 1980
Unit / Squadron:

USS CANOPUS (AS-34)

Medals / Citations:
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE RIBBON GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL
[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Petty Officer First-Class Barry Scott honorably served in the United States Navy / PO1 Barry Scott received his
Navy training in Electronics and maintained seagoing and landbased communication equipment / Scott was
stationed in Rota, Spain for three years and worked on submarine sonar gear

Base Assignments:

Naval Training Center (NTC), Great Lakes, lllinois - Naval Station Great Lakes (NAVSTA Great Lakes) is the home of
the United States Navy's only boot camp, located near North Chicago, in Lake County, lllinois / Important tenant
commands include the Recruit Training Command, Training Support Center and Navy Recruiting District Chicago
/ Naval Station Great Lakes is the largest military installation in Illinois and the largest training station in the Navy

Naval Air Station (NAS), Jacksonville, Florida - During World War |, the area now occupied by NAS Jacksonville,
was named Camp Joseph E. Johnston and was commissioned on 15 October 1917 / The United States Army
trained quartermasters and the center included more than 600 buildings; by 1918 Camp Johnston was the
largest of all Quartermaster mobilization and training camps / On 15 October 1940, Naval Air Station Jacksonville
was officially commissioned and became the first part of the Jacksonville Navy complex that would eventually
include NAS Cecil Field and Naval Station Mayport / During the late 1940s, the jet age was dawning and in 1948
the Navy’s first jet carrier air groups and squadrons came to NAS Jacksonville / By April 1949, NAS Jacksonville
was the East Coast's aircraft capital, with more naval aircraft stationed here than at any other naval base from
Nova Scotia to the Caribbean / In 1973, with the assignment of Helicopter Antisubmarine Wing One, the
station’s primary mission became antisubmarine warfare / In 1970, a major reorganization of the Naval Reserve
resulted in three separate Naval Air Reserve flying squadrons being activated at NAS Jacksonville / A piece of
history and Navy and Marine Corps tradition was lost in 1986 when the last unit of Marines left NAS Jacksonville
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/ Marine Barracks Jacksonville had been one of the first groups to arrive at the base in 1940, but left due to
mission realignments and a reduction in Marines authorized for Marine Corps Security Force duties at U.S. Naval
installations / Naval Air Station Jacksonville is one of the Navy’s finest installations and is the recipient of the
2012 Presidential Excellence Award and 2013 Commander, Navy Installations Command Excellence Award

Naval Air Station (NAS), Rota, Spain - Naval Station Rota, also known as NAVSTA Rota, is a Spanish naval base
commanded by a Spanish Rear Admiral and fully funded by the United States of America / Located in Rota in the
Province of Cadiz, near the town of El Puerto de Santa Maria, NAVSTA Rota is the largest American military
community in Spain and houses US Navy and US Marine Corps personnel / There are also small US Army and US
Air Force contingents on the base / NAVSTA Rota has been in use since 1953 when Spanish dictator Francisco
Franco strengthened relations with the United States in order to improve local economies / The Chief of Naval
Operations deployed Submarine Squadron 16 (SUBRON 16) to Rota on 28 January 1964 and in the early 1970s,
the submarines assigned to SUBRON 16 were completing conversion to the Poseidon missile / At its peak size in
the early 1980s, NAVSTA Rota was home to 16,000 sailors and their families, to include two permanently
forward deployed aviation squadrons, Fleet Air Reconnaissance Squadron Two (VQ-2) and Fleet Logistics Support
Squadron TWENTY TWO (VR-22). VQ-2 was based at Rota from 1959 until 2005

Naval Support Activity (NSA) Charleston, South Carolina - Naval Support Activity Charleston, originally designated
Naval Weapons Station Charleston, is a base of the United States Navy located on the west bank of the Cooper
River, in the cities of Goose Creek and Hanahan South Carolina / The base was commissioned on 5 November
1941 as the United States Naval Ammunition Depot (NAD) and was used as an ammunition collection and
distribution point during World War Il / During the mid-1950s, the installation was expanded with the Northside
area called the Naval Weapons Station Annex and charged with new duties that included the handling of guided
missiles and the docking, servicing and loading of submarines / In 1960 the Polaris Missile Facility Atlantic
(POMFLANT) was constructed within the base to enable the handling of Terrier, Tarter, and, Hawk, missiles / On
30 September 1981, the Station acquired the nearby Charleston Army Depot and the station's name was
changed to Naval Weapons Station South / In 1995 POMFLANT was decommissioned and the fleet ballistic
missile operations moved to Kings Bay, Georgia / The Naval Nuclear Power Training Command school opened in
1998 and today, is a training center, with the Naval Nuclear Power Training Command (NNPTC), Nuclear Power
Training Unit, Propulsion Facility, and Border Patrol satellite academy

Miscelleaneous:

Barry Scott graduated from Ellicottville High School and attended SUNY Fredonia prior to entering the Navy /
After his Honorable Discharge from the Navy, Scott used his Navy electronic training to find employment in the
private sector, retiring from Windstream Communications as a Design Engineer / Barry Scott is a member of the
West Seneca Lions and American Legion Post #735

Electronics technicians are responsible for electronic equipment used to send and receive messages, detect
enemy planes and ships, and determine target distances / They maintain, repair, and calibrate all electronic
equipment used for communications, detection tracking, identification, and navigation / Specially qualified
electronics technicians are employed onboard nuclear-powered ships to operate the nuclear reactor and
maintain its control subsystems

USS Canopus (AS-34) was a Simon Lake-class submarine tender of the United States Navy, operational from 1965
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to 1994 / The Canopus was commissioned on 4 November 1965 and sailed for the Caribbean on 7 January 1966 /
Stationed at Holy Loch, Scotland until November 1975, the Canopus was instrumental in establishing several new
maintenance concepts while completing, on schedule, every submarine refit during the 67 months at Holy Loch /
During the last year at Holy Loch, Canopus received numerous awards including the Ney Award for the best large
mess afloat, the second consecutive Battle Efficiency "E", the CINCLANTFLT Golden Anchor Award for personnel
retention, and the Navy Unit Commendation for her role in the first FBM Submarine Extended Refit Period / In
1976, Canopus underwent an extensive refit at Charleston Naval Shipyard and returned to Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, for refresher training / Canopus returned to Rota, Spain in December 1976 / In 1984, Canopus underwent
an overhaul at Charleston Naval Shipyard, which lasted until 1985 / After a short stay at Charleston, Canopus
sailed in July 1985 to Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, Georgia/ The USS Canopus was decommissioned from
active service on 7 October 1994 and scrapped in 2010

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: SEMLITSCH [ Killed in Vietnam
RAYMOND D.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: SGT

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1968
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank:

Year Discharged: 1972
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant Raymond D. Semlitsch honorably served in the United States Marine Corps and was deployed to
Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Raymond Semlitsch graduated from West Seneca High School in 1968 / Semlitsch graduated with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Biology from SUNY College at Buffalo in 1975, a Master’s Degree in Zoology from the University of
Maryland in 1979 and a Doctorate in zoology from the University of Georgia in 1984 / Before joining the faculty
at the University of Missouri in the Division of Biological Sciences in 1993, Dr. Raymond Semlitsch held positions
at Memphis State University and the University of Zurich, Switzerland / Dr. Semlitsch was awarded the University
of Missouri’s 1999 Chancellor’s Award for Outstanding Research and Creative Activity, the 2008 National
Wetlands Award for Science Research from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the 2011 Fitch Award
for Excellence in Herpetology from the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists / In 2009, Dr.
Semlitsch was elected a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science / Raymond Donald
Semlitsch passed away on 10 Jun 2015 at the age of 64 years old
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Name: SHEEHAN [ Killed in Vietnam
JAMES P.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran

Year Entered:

Service Bran&h: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
MARKSMAN BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (M-14 RIFLE) NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

L] Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
James P. Sheehan honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

After his Honorable Discharge from the U.S. Army, James Sheehan worked as an Auditor for Erie County Savings
Bank / Sheehan earned his Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration from SUNY University of
Buffalo / James Sheehan moved to Southern California for a career with Empire of America Savings Bank,
returning to West Seneca after a few years / James Sheehan worked as an Accountant with Key Bank in
Cleveland, Ohio / Returning to West Seneca, Sheehan spent years on the West Seneca School Board / In 2009,
James Sheehan relocated to Cornelius, North Carolina / James P. "Jim" Sheehan passed away in 2024 as a result
of a traffic accident at the age of 76 years old

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades

(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
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President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

Name: SKRETNY, JR. LI Killed in Vietnam
ANTHONY V.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L] Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1960
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank: LCPL

Year Discharged: 1966

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

L] Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:

Lance Corporal Anthony V. Skretny, Jr. honorably served in the United States Marine Corps

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Anthony V. Skretny, Jr. passed away on 23 December 2020
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Name: SLAWINOWSKI Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
DONALD M.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:

Donald M. Slawinowski honorably served in the United States Army as a Medical Corpsman

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Donald Slawinowski worked at Buffalo General Hospital for 43 years as a Mental Health Counselor / Slawinowski
was very active coaching little league baseball teams / Donald M. Slawinowski passed away on 15 September
2024 at the age of 87 years old and is interred at the Western New York National Cemetery, Pembroke, New York

Army Medical Corpsman is a military enlisted person trained to give first aid and minor medical treatment / The
Medical Corps consists of commissioned medical officers who are physicians / A combat medic is responsible for
providing emergency medical treatment at a point of wounding in a combat or training environment / U.S. Army
Medics and U.S. Navy Corpsmen were the enlisted “first responders” of the Vietham War
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Name: SMITH [ Killed in Vietnam
MICHAEL A.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1969
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SFC

Year Discharged: 1972
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Sergeant First-Class Michael A. Smith honorably served in the United States Army / SFC Michael Smith was
stationed in Germany

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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Name: SOBCZYNSKI Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
GERALD
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Gerald Sobczynski honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Gerald Sobczynski was a member of IBEW Local #41 / Gerald "Jerry" Sobczynski passed away on 10 March 2024
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Name: SPRIEGEL Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
DENNIS A.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Dennis A. Spriegel honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Dennis Spriegel graduated from West Seneca Senior High School / After his Honorable Discharge from the United

States Army, Spriegel worked for national Fuel Gas Company until his retirement / Dennis A. Spriegel passed
away on 3 October 2022 at the age of 75 years old
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Name: STACHURA Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
GEORGE F.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP5
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fifth-Class George F. Stachura honorably served in the United States Army / SP5 George Stachurai was
deployed to Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: STAWARSKI Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
TED J.

Address: ORCHARD AVENUE

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1967
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: E-4

Year Discharged: 1969
Unit / Squadron:

1ST ARMORED DIVISION
Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL / 2 OAK LEAF CLUSTERS VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist (E-4) Ted J. Stawarski honorably served in the United States Army / SP Ted Stawarski was deployed to
Vietnam during the Tet Offensive and served as a Power Plant Engineer at Camp Holloway in Pleiku from
January 1968 through August 1969

Base Assignments:

Ft. Dix, New Jersey - Fort Dix was established on 16 July 1917 as Camp Dix, named in honor of Major General
John Adams Dix, a veteran of the War of 1812 and the American Civil War, and a former United States Senator,
Secretary of the Treasury and Governor of New York / Ft. Dix was used for the mobilization, training and
demobilizion of soldiers from World War | through April 2015 / On 1 October 2009, Fort Dix was consolidated
with an adjoining U.S. Air Force and Navy facility to become part of Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst (JB MDL)

Fort Belvoir, Virginia - The base was founded during World War | as Camp A. A. Humphreys, named for Union
Civil War general Andrew A. Humphreys, who was also Chief of Engineers / The post was renamed Fort Belvoir in
the 1930s in recognition of the Belvoir plantation that once occupied the site, but the adjacent United States
Army Corps of Engineers Humphreys Engineer Center retains part of the original name / Fort Belvoir was initially
the home of the Army Engineer School prior to its relocation in the 1980s to Fort Leonard Wood, in Missouri /
Fort Belvoir serves as the headquarters for the Defense Logistics Agency, the Defense Acquisition University, the
Defense Contract Audit Agency, the Defense Technical Information Center, the United States Army Intelligence
and Security Command, the United States Army Military Intelligence Readiness Command, the Missile Defense
Agency, the Defense Threat Reduction Agency, and the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, all agencies of
the United States Department of Defense
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Fort Hood, Texas - Located in Killeen, Texas, the United States Army post was named after Confederate General
John Bell Hood and is the largest military base in the world (by area) with more than 215,000 acres / During the
late 1960's, Fort Hood trained and deployed a number of units and individuals for duty in Vietnam / As the
United States ended its role in the conflict, thousands of returning soldiers completed their active duty with one
of the fort's divisions

Camp Holloway, Pleiku, Vietnam - Camp Holloway was a United States Army helicopter base at Pleiku in the
Central Highlands of Vietnam from 1962 through the early 1970s / The camp was named in 1963 for CH-21
helicopter pilot Warrant Officer Charles E. Holloway, who in December 1962, became the first aviator assigned
to the 81st Transportation Company to be killed in action / At its peak, Camp Holloway was home to two
additional UH-1 "Huey" assault helicopter companies, a CH-47 "Chinook" company, an O-1 Bird Dog
reconnaissance airplane company, a CH-54 "Skycrane" company, and other supporting units

Miscelleaneous:

Prior to his enlistment in the Army, Ted Stawarski graduated from Hutchinson Central Technical High School,
(informally known as Hutch-Tech) in Buffalo / Following an Honorable Discharge from the Army, Stawarski was
employed by Buffalo Forge Company

The Tet Offensive was one of the largest military campaigns of the Vietnam War, launched on 30 January 1968,
by forces of the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese People's Army of Vietnam against the forces of the South
Vietnamese Army of the Republic of Vietnam, the United States Armed Forces, and their allies / It was a
campaign of surprise attacks against military and civilian command and control centers throughout South
Vietnam / Though initial attacks stunned both the US and South Vietnamese armies, causing them to
temporarily lose control of several cities, they quickly regrouped, beat back the attacks, and inflicted heavy
casualties on North Vietnamese forces / The name of the offensive comes from the Tét holiday, the Vietnamese
New Year, when the first major attacks took place

The 1st Armored Division, nicknamed "Old Ironsides", is a combined arms division of the United States Army /
The division is part of Il Armored Corps and operates out of Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas / It was the first armored
division of the United States Army to see battle in World War Il / Since World War Il, the division has been
involved in the Cuban Missile Crisis, Persian Gulf War, Iraq, Afghanistan, and several other operations / The
division has also received numerous awards and recognition

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War
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Name: STEPHEN [ Killed in Vietnam
CHARLES W.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:
[J Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered: 1968
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank:
Year Discharged: 1969

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Charles W. Stephen honorably served in the United States Air Force / Charles Stephen was a disabled veteran of
the Vietnam War

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Charles W. Stephan was born in Buffalo and attended Alden High School / After his military enlistment was
completed, Stephan returned to Moog Inc. in East Aurora as an Apprentice Machinist / After his advancement to
a Tool and Die Machinist, Stephen retired in 2007 as a Supervisor / Stephen was an avid train collector and
enthusiastic outdoorsman / Both Stephen and his wife of 35 years, Mary Kathleen Horn, raised three children,
one daughter and two sons / Charles W. Stephen passed away on 3 November 2016
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Name: STERLACE Killed in Vietham
Hometown: WEST SENECA
ROBERT A.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Robert A. Sterlace honorably served in the United States Military and was deployed to Vietnam (NO OTHER
INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE)

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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Name: STRESING [ Killed in Vietnam
JOHN L.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP4

Year Discharged: 1967
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth-Class John L. Stresing honorably served in the United States Army / SP4 John Stresing was
deployed to Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

John Stresing was a retired steel mill worker

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
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Name: STRIBICK [ Killed in Vietnam
EDWARD G

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: SENECA CREEK ROAD
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1962
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP4

Year Discharged: 1964
Unit / Squadron:

35TH ARTILLERY AIR DEFENSE (AD)
HEADQUARTERS BATTERY, 17TH ARTILLERY GROUP

Medals / Citations:

GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth Class Edward G. Stribick honorably served in the United States Army / SP4 Edward Stribick was
a Missile Master Crewman in the Army Air Defense Command (AADC)

Base Assignments:

Fort George G. Meade, Maryland - Located in Maryland, midway between the cities of Baltimore, Annapolis and
Washington, DC, Fort George G. Meade's primary mission is to provide a wide range of services to 95 partner
organizations from the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Coast Guard, as well as to several federal agencies
including the National Security Agency, the U.S. Army Recruiting Command, the Defense Information School, the
Defense Courier Service, the U.S. Army Field Band and most recently the U.S. Cyber Command / Initially called
Camp Annapolis Junction, the post was opened as "Camp Admiral" in 1917 and renamed Camp Meade
Cantonment by 1918 / The post was originally named Camp Meade for Maj. Gen. George Gordon Meade, whose
victory at the Battle of Gettysburg in 1863 proved a major factor in turning the tide of the Civil War in favor of
the North / During World War Il, Fort Meade was used as a recruit training post and prisoner of war camp, in
addition to a holding center for approximately 384 Japanese, German, and Italian immigrant residents of the U.S.
arrested as potential fifth columnists / The Second U.S. Army Headquarters transferred to the post on June 15,
1947 and in 1957, the post became headquarters of the National Security Agency / From the 1950s until the
1970s, the Fort Meade radar station had various radar equipment and control systems for air defense and had
the first Nike Ajax surface-to-air missiles in December 1953

Miscelleaneous:

Edward G. Stribick has been a member of the West Seneca American Legion Post #735 for forty-six years
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Name: SULLIVAN [ Killed in Vietnam
MICHAEL J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 79 FREMONT AVENUE

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1967
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: E-4
Year Discharged: 1973

Unit / Squadron:

67TH EVACUATION HOSPITAL (SMBL)

Medals / Citations:

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

2 OVERSEAS BARS MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (M-14 RIFLE)
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (M-16 RIFLE) NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Corporal (E-4) Michael Joseph Sullivan honorably served in the United States Army as an Army Wheeled Vehicle
Mechanic

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Michael Joseph Sullivan was a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars VFW Post #2940

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War
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An Overseas Service Bar indicates a soldier has served six months of service in a combat zone / Service Bars are
cumulative, in that each bar worn indicates another six-month period / Time spent overseas is also cumulative,
meaning one bar could be earned for two separate deployments totaling six months

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: SQYHLOWY Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
DAVID J.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: SSGT
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE RIBBON

L] Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Staff-Sergeant David J. Syhlowy honorably served in the United States Air Force

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

David Syhlowy was retired from the Ford Motor Company / David J. Syhlowy passed away on 9 February 2021 at
the age of 72 years old and is interred at Saint Matthews Cemetery, West Seneca, New York
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Name: TAKAC, SR. Killedin Vietnam o etown:  WEST SENECA
ROBERT C.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:

Robert C. Takac, Sr. honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Robert C. Takac, Sr. passed away on 25 October 2025 at the age of 86 years old

2016 WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring All Vietnam War

and

Vietnam Era Veterans

| % | 1 November 1955 - 30 April 1975 I | | | ||

West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: TANNER [ Killed in Vietnam
WILLIAM B.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1966

Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: E-4

Year Discharged: 1972

Unit / Squadron:

107TH COMBAT SUPPORT SQUADRON
Medals / Citations:

ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL
GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Sergeant William B. Tanner honorably served in the United States Air Force / SGT William Tanner was assigned
as a Security Policeman during 11 months of active duty in Korea / Sgt Tanner served in the U.S. Air Force for 3
years, 10 months including active duty from 1968-1972

William Tanner received his Honorable Discharge from the United States Air Force on 11 June 1969

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

William B. Tanner Jr. was a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars, VFW Post #2940 / William B. Tanner passed
away on 16 May 2018 at the age of 73 years old

Military Air Police perform law enforcement duties on Air Force installations or operations under combat
conditions / Its focus is on ensuring that Air Force values are upheld, laws are enforced and providing security for
Air Force personnel and property within the Air Force training environment

The Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (AFEM) is a military award of the United States Armed Forces, which was
first created in 1961 by Executive Order of President John Kennedy / The medal is awarded to members of the
U.S. Armed Forces who, after July 1, 1958, participated in U.S. military operations, U.S. operations in direct
support of the United Nations, or U.S. operations of assistance for friendly foreign nations
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The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: TIBERIO Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
JOHN L.
Address:

Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

' : Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank: SM

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:

Seaman John L. Tiberio honorably served in the United States Navy

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

John Tiberio was a Barber for over 60 years / Tiberio was a member of the Knights of Columbus 4th Degree, Holy
Name Society OLV, South Park Hall of Fame 2017 Harvard Cup recipient and the Lake Erie Italian Club / John
Tiberio was a member of the American Legion Matthew Glab Post #1477 / John L. Tiberio passed away on 23
September 2024 at the age of 87 years old and is interred at Holy Cross Cemetery, Lackawanna, New York
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Name: TOMAKA Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
THADDEUS C.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:
Thaddeus "Ted" C. Tomaka honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Thaddeus "Ted" C. Tomaka passed away on 5 June 2022 at the age of 80 years old
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Name: TOMAKA, JR. [ Killed in Vietnam
LOUIS S.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1957

Service Branch: ARMY Rank: PFC

Year Discharged: 1959

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

COLD WAR SERVICE MEDAL (BERLIN) GOOD CONDUCT

L] Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Private First-Class Louis S. Tomaka, Jr. honorably served in the United States Army / PFC Louis Tomaka was
assigned as a Light Weapons Infantryman and deployed for 18 months of foreign duty

PFC Louis Tomaka, Jr. was Honorably Discharged from the U.S. Army on 9 September 1959

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Louis S. Tomaka, Jr. passed away on 17 December 2020

Light Weapons Infantryman lack heavy weapons and armor or with a reduced vehicle footprint / Light infantry
units lack the greater firepower, operational mobility and protection of mechanized or armored units, but
possess greater tactical mobility and the ability to execute missions in severely restrictive terrain and in areas
where weather makes vehicular mobility difficult / Light infantry forces typically rely on their ability to operate
under restrictive conditions, surprise, violence of action, training, stealth, field craft, and fitness levels of the
individual soldiers to compensate for their reduced lethality / Despite the usage of the term "light", forces in a
light unit must carry everything they require to fight, survive and win due to lack of vehicles

The Cold War Service Medal Act authorizes a service medal for those in the military between September 1945
and December 1991 who served on active duty for 24 consecutive months during the Cold War; were deployed
outside of the continental U.S. for a period of at least 30 days during the Cold War; or were a member of a
reserve unit called to active duty to participate in exercises or operations directly related to the Cold War
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The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: TREMANE [ Killed in Vietnam
GARY C.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: E-3

Year Discharged: 1969
Unit / Squadron:

HEADQUARTERS & HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, 3RD BATTALION, 6TH INFANTRY REGIMENT, US
ARMY, BERLIN, GERMANY

Medals / Citations:

ARMY OCCUPATION MEDAL (GERMANY) MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: MARKSMAN (RIFLE)
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Private First-Class Gary C. Tremane honorably served in the United States Army / PFC Gary Tremane was

assigned as a Pay Disbursement Clerk deployed with the 3rd Battalion, 6th Infantry Regiment, US Army, Berlin,
Germany for 20 months

Gary Tremane received his Honorable Discharge from the United States Army on 6 October 1969

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Gary C. Tremane passed away on 16 December 2017 at the age of 70 years old

The 6th Infantry Regiment ("Regulars") was formed 11 January 1812 / Zachary Taylor, later the twelfth President
of the United States, was a commander of the unit / The motto, "Regulars, By God!" derives from the Battle of
Chippawa, in which British Major General Phineas Riall noticed that the approaching regiment had on the
uniforms of militia, which the British had defeated at Queenston Heights / Instead, the Americans pressed the
attack / Riall is believed to have said, "Those are Regulars, By God!", though the only source of this was opposing
U.S. General Winfield Scott / The regiment participated in the War of 1812, the Mexican—American War, the
American Civil War, the Indian Wars (1823-1879), the Spanish—American War, Philippine—American War
(1899-1913), the Pancho Villa Expedition (1916-1917), World War |, World War Il, and the Vietnam War / The
headquarters and headquarters company is a company sized military unit
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The Army of Occupation Medal is a military award of the United States military which was established by the
United States War Department on 5 April 1946 / The medal was created in the aftermath of the Second World
War to recognize those who had performed occupation service in either Germany, Italy, Austria, Japan or Korea /
The first medal was presented to General of the Army Dwight D. Eisenhower, who had been the Supreme
Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force Commander during World War Il / Because of the legal status of West
Berlin as an occupied territory, the Army of Occupation Medal was issued for forty-five years until the unification
of Germany in 1990, making it one of the longest active military awards of both the Second World War and the
Cold War / To be awarded the Army of Occupation Medal, a service member was required to have performed at
least thirty consecutive days of military duty within a designated geographical area of military occupation

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: TWORZYDLO Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
THOMAS E.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM
Service Notes:

Thomas E. Tworzydlo honorably served in the United States Navy

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Thomas Tworzydlo was a member the Buffalo Softball Hall of Fame / Thomas E. Tworzydlo passed away on 7
February 2026 at the age of 86 Years old
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Name: TYCZKA, JR. [ Killed in Vietnam
EDWARD A.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address: BOSSE LANE
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1962

Service Branch: MARINE CORPS. Rank: SGT

Year Discharged: 1966

Unit / Squadron:

3RD BATTALION, 8TH MARINES
USS BOXER (LPH-4)

Medals / Citations:

ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL
GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

L] Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Sergeant (E-5) Edward Adam Tyczka, Jr. honorably served in the United States Marine Corps / SGT Edward
Tyczka was classified as an Infantry Anti-Tank Assault Man / Sergeant Tyczka was deployed during the Cuban
Missile Crisis of October 1962, stationed in the Caribbean Sea onboard the aircraft carrier, the USS Boxer / Sgt
Tyczka successfully completed the Marine Non-Commissioned Officers (NCO) course and the Rocket Launcher

Course

Base Assignments:

Camp Lejeune, North Carolina - Located in Jacksonville, North Carolina, construction on Camp Lejeune was
begun in 1941 and named in honor of the 13th Commandant of the Marine Corps, John A. Lejeune / As a military
training facility, the Camp's 14 miles of beaches make it a major area for amphibious assault training, and its
location between two deep-water ports (Wilmington and Morehead City) allows for fast deployments

Clarksville Base, Tennessee - Built in 1942 and operated by the U.S. Navy from 1948 through 1969, Clarksville
Base was a heavily-guarded Cold War secret / The Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) built more than 240
buildings and logistic structures within Fort Campbell for the sole purpose of transporting, storing and
assembling the nation’s fast-growing stockpile of nuclear weapons / At one time, one-third of America's nuclear
weapons were stored at Clarksville / Operations at Clarksville Base ended in 1965, and control of the facility was

transferred to the Army in 1969

Miscelleaneous:
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Edward Tyczka was a graduate of Seneca Vocational High School prior to his service in the Marine Corps / After

his Honorable Discharge, Tyczka joined the West Seneca Police Department / Tyczka retired as a Detective after
34 years on the Police Force / Edward Tyczka was a a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars VFW Post #2940 and
is an active lifetime member and an past officer of American Legion Post #735

An Anti-tank Assaultman was a front-line military job that supported ground infantry and tasked with
tankbusting and breaching / In the past, Marine Corps Infantry Assault had been referred to as “grunts” for their
hard, grueling work in combat / Assaultman were responsible for anti-armor operations and tactical vehicle
operations / These servicemembers provided medium and heavy anti-armor fire in support of the infantry
battalion

The 3rd Battalion 8th Marines (3/8) is an infantry battalion in the United States Marine Corps based out of Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina consisting of approximately 1,100 Marines and Sailors / The battalion was deactivated
26 March 1946 following World War Il and was reactivated on 15 January 1951 at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina,
and assigned to the 2nd Marine Division / During the 1960s they participated in the Cuban Missile Crisis from
October to December 1962 and Operation Powerpack in the Dominican Republic in 1965

The USS Boxer (CV/CVA/CVS-21, LPH-4) was one of 24 Essex-class aircraft carriers of the United States Navy, and
the fifth ship to be named for the HMS Boxer, which had been captured from the British during the War of 1812
/ The Boxer was commissioned on 16 April 1945, too late to see action in World War Il / The USS Boxer
supported the Inchon landings and subsequent invasion of North Korea, and was among the ships that provided
support during the Chinese counteroffensive against an under-prepared and spread out United Nations (UN)
force / She saw three subsequent combat tours in Korea conducting close air support and strategic bombing in
support of UN ground troops fighting along the 38th parallel / The Boxer was awarded eight battle stars for her
service in Korea / During the 1960's, the USS Boxer operated mainly out of the Caribbean as an amphibious
assault carrier / During this duty, she was on station during the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis / In 1964, she
undertook her first tour to the Mediterranean when she took part in Operation Steel Pike, the largest
amphibious exercise in history / The USS Boxer was decommissioned on 1 December 1969 after 25 years of
service, and sold for scrap on 13 March 1971

The Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (AFEM) is a military award of the United States Armed Forces, which was
first created in 1961 by Executive Order of President John Kennedy / The medal is awarded to members of the
U.S. Armed Forces who, after July 1, 1958, participated in U.S. military operations, U.S. operations in direct
support of the United Nations, or U.S. operations of assistance for friendly foreign nations

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
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WeSt Seneca Town of West Seneca, New York

years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses

Name: VARGAS [ Killed in Vietnam
NARCISO

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L] Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank:

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Narciso "Mike" Vargas honorably served in the United States Navy

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Narciso Vargas retired after 45 years as a machinist / Narciso "Mike" Vargas passed away on 23 January 2026 at
the age of 89 years old and is interred at St. Matthew's Cemetery, West Seneca, New York
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Name: \WACKOWSKI Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
JOHN J.

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1960
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:

Year Discharged: 1962

Unit / Squadron:

B BATTERY, 2ND HOWITZER BATTALION, 31ST ARTILLERY, 4TH US ARMY

Medals / Citations:

L] Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

John J. Wackowski honorably served in the United States Army / John Wachowski served stateside for 24
months at Fort Sill, Oklahoma

John J. Wackowski received his Honorable Discharge on 16 May 1962
Base Assignments:

Fort Sill, Oklahoma - Fort Sill is a United States Army post north of Lawton, Oklahoma, about 85 miles southwest
of Oklahoma City. It covers almost 94,000 acres / The fort was first built in 1869 during the Indian Wars and was
home to the 7th Cavalry, the 19th Kansas Volunteers and the 10th Cavalry, a distinguished group of black
"buffalo soldiers" / It was designated as a National Historic Landmark in 1960 and serves as home of the United
States Army Field Artillery School, as well as the Marine Corps' site for Field Artillery MOS school, United States
Army Air Defense Artillery School, the 31st Air Defense Artillery Brigade, and the 75th Field Artillery Brigade /
Fort Sill is also one of the four locations for Army Basic Combat Training / Ft. Sill has played a significant role in
every major American conflict since 1869

Miscelleaneous:

John Wackowski enlisted in the U.S. Army at the age of 26 years old /John J. Wackowski passed away on 15 June
2025 at the age of 90 years old

The Field Artillery is the branch of the army whose mission is to support the infantry by artillery fire, destroying,
neutralizing or suppressing the enemy elements that threaten land forces / Increased mobility; fire direction
centers, which enhanced their firepower; aerial observation; and radio communications increased the efficiency
and accuracy to support ground forces
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The 31st Air Defense Artillery Brigade is an air defense artillery brigade of the United States Army based at Fort
Sill, Oklahoma / The 31st Air Defense Artillery Brigade was constituted on 1 January 1918, during World War | /
The brigade earned four battle streamers for participation in the campaigns Aisne-Marne, Oise-Aisne, Meuse-
Argonne, and Champagne 1918 / During Worl War I, the 31st deployed to the European Theater where it
participated in and earned three more battle streamers for campaigns in Rome-Arno, Southern France, and the
Rhineland / This unit would encounter numerous activations and inactivation over the years to come to include a
1946 inactivation in Germany, reactivation in 1948 at Fort Bliss, Tex. and in 1958 was reorganized as
Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 31st Artillery Brigade / The headquarters was inactivated in 1960 at
McChord Air Force Base, Wash. and then reactivated on 15 December 1961 at Lockport Air Force Station, N.Y., as
the 31st Artillery Brigade / In February, 1996, the brigade was moved to Fort Bliss, Texas and then to Fort Sill,
Oklahoma in July 2009

Fourth Army, was constituted in the Regular Army on 9 August 1932 and allotted to the Seventh Corps Area /
The headquarters was organized on 15 August 1932 at Omaha, Nebraska / Fourth Army remained in the
continental United States during World War I, largely responsible for the defense of the West Coast and training
tactical units to operate efficiently in combat / During the 1960s, Fourth Army operated "Tigerland", an infantry
training school at Louisiana's Fort Polk that prepared recruits for infantry combat in Vietnam / In July 1971,
Fourth Army was consolidated with Fifth United States Army at Fort Sam Houston / Between 1984 and 1991,
Fourth Army was based at Fort Sheridan, Illinois until the Fourth Army was inactivated in 1991
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Name: \WAGNER [ Killed in Vietnam
DAVID A.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:

[ Vietnam Era

Vietnam War Veteran

Year Entered: 1967

Service Bran&h: ARMY Rank: E-4
Year Discharged: 1968

Unit / Squadron:

592ND TRANSPORTATION COMPANY, 24TH TRANSPORTATION BATTALION

Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
2 OVERSEAS SERVICE BARS MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: SHARPSHOOTER (M-14 RIFLE)

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM
Service Notes:

Specialist Fourth-Class David A. Wagner honorably served in the United States Army / SP4 David Wagner was

assigned as a Heavy Vehicle Driver during his 12-month deployment to South Vietnam, attached to the 592nd
Transportation Company, 24th Transportation Battalion

Specialist Fourth-Class David Wagner received his Honorable Discharge from the U.S. Army on 10 September
1968

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

David A. Wagner passed away on 30 July 2023

The 24th Transportation Battalion was originally constituted on 1 May 1936 as Headquarters, 1st Battalion, 24th
Quartermaster Regiment / Effective 1 August 1946 the Quartermaster Corps transferred the functions and
responsibilities of truck and aviation units to the Transportation Corps / On 1 August 1946, while still on inactive
status, the 24th Battalion was converted and redesignated as Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 24th
Transportation Corps Truck Battalion / The 592nd Transportation Company was deployed to Vung Ro Bay on 20
May 1968 / Its mission was to supervise the terminal service and light truck units engaged in the discharge of
deep draft vessels, discharging and loading of shallow draft vessels engaged in inter-coastal shipping and port
and beach clearance at Vung Ro Bay
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The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

An Overseas Service Bar indicates a soldier has served six months of service in a combat zone / Service Bars are
cumulative, in that each bar worn indicates another six-month period / Time spent overseas is also cumulative,
meaning one bar could be earned for two separate deployments totaling six months

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: \WARD [ Killed in Vietnam
ROBERT J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1959
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: SP-4

Year Discharged: 1962
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Specialist Fourth-Class Robert J. Ward honorably served in the United States Army

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:
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Name: \WARREN [ Killed in Vietnam
GERALD A.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1959
Service Branch: NAVY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Gerald A. "Jerry" Warren honorably served in the United States Navy / Gerald Warren served as a weatherman
and plank owner on the Navy aircraft carrier USS Kitty Hawk

Gerald Warren continued with 32 years of military service as both active duty & reserve in the United States Air
Force at the Niagara Falls Air Base / Gerald Warren retired from military duty in 2001 as the Law Office Manager
JAG, and with the highest civilian rank of Master Sergeant

Gerald Warren was founder of the Ship’s store and Treasurer of the Kitty Hawk Veterans Association

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Gerald Warren graduated from Orchard Park High School in 1959 / In 1965, Gerald Warren began a 26 year
career in law enforcement as a New York State Trooper and instructor at the State Police Academy / Warren
received a degree in Criminal Justice from the University of Buffalo / Gerald A. "Jerry" Warren passed away on 2
February 2026 at the age of 84 years old and is interred at Woodlawn Cemetery, Orchard Park, New York

A "plank owner" is an individual who was a member of the crew of a ship when that ship was placed in
commission. Originally, this term applied only to crewmembers present at the ship's first commissioning, now it
is often applied to members of a recommissioning crew as well / "Plank owner" is not an official Navy term, and
has consequently been variously defined by different Navy units

USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63), formerly CVA-63, was a United States Navy supercarrier. She was the second naval ship
named after Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, the site of the Wright brothers' first powered airplane flight. Kitty Hawk
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was the first of the three Kitty Hawk-class aircraft carriers to be commissioned and the last to be
decommissioned / She was commissioned on 29 April 1961 and for ten years, Kitty Hawk was the forward-
deployed carrier at Yokosuka Naval Base in Yokosuka, Japan / The Kitty Hawk was deployed to serve in the
waters of Southeast Asia on 4 November 1966 / She remained in the Far East, supporting the U.S. in Southeast
Asia until departing Subic Bay on 28 May 1968 / Kitty Hawk was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation for
exceptionally meritorious and heroic service from 23 December 1967 to 1 June 1968, which included the Tet
Offensive, while participating in combat operations in Southeast Asia, and the Navy Unit Meritorious
Commendation for exceptionally meritorious service from 15 January 1969 to 27 August 1969 while participating
in combat operations in Southeast Asia and contingency operations in Northeast Asia. Both awards noted that
the officers and men of the Kitty Hawk displayed undaunted spirit, courage, professionalism, and dedication to
maintain their ship as a fighting unit under the most arduous operating conditions to enable her pilots to destroy
vital military targets in North Vietnam despite intense opposition and extremely adverse weather conditions /
The USS Kitty Hawk was decommissioned on 12 May 2009 and CV-63 on 29 April 1973 / The Kitty Hawk was
stricken from the Naval Vessel Register on 20 October 2017, and was designated for disposal by dismantling
after being towed and arriving in Brownsville, Texas on 31 May 2022

The U.S. Air Force Reserve (AFRC) is a federal reserve component of the United States Air Force / It has
approximately 450 aircraft assigned for which it has sole control, as well as access to several hundred additional
active-duty USAF aircraft via AFRC "Associate" wings that are collocated with active-duty Air Force wings / The
AFRC is actively involved in operations around the world and contributes to the Air Force mission
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Name: \WEAVER [ Killed in Vietnam
JOSEPH H.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:
Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1971
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank:

Year Discharged: 1973
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Joseph H. Weaver honorably served in the United States Marine Corps

Joseph Weaver was Honorably Discharged from the United States Marine Corp on 30 November 1973

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Joseph H. Weaver passed away on 24 January 2018 at the age of 65 years old and is interred at Saint Matthews,
Cemetery, West Seneca, New York
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Name: \WEBSTER [ Killed in Vietnam
HOWARD

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran

- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:

Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

BRONZE STAR

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Howard Webster honorably served in the United States Army as a Cook and was deployed to Vietnam

Howard Webster was awarded the Bronze Star for meritorious service

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Howard Webster attended St. Thomas Aquinas School and graduated from Bishop Timon High School in 1967 /
Webster earned an Associates Degree in Food Service from Erie Community College / After his Honorable
Discharge from the U.S. Army, Howard Webster worked as a restaurant manager and as a heavy equipment
operator on highway and construction projects, including the Eastern Hills Mall / Howard Webster joined the
Erie County Sheriff's Department as a Correction Officer in the Erie County Holding Center / Webster was a
longtime member of the Police Emerald Society, an organization of law enforcement officers of Irish heritage /
Howard Webster retired from the Erie County Sheriff's Department in 2010 / Webster coached youth hockey for
many years at Cazenovia Park, where he was inducted onto the Wall of Fame / Webster was a member of the
Cazenovia Park Hockey Association Board of Directors / Howard Webster was also a hockey referee for 25 years,
officiating almost 1,700 games and was a member of the National Ice Hockey Officials Association Howard "Bud"
Webster passed away on 24 September 2024 at the age of 75 years old

Food Service Specialists function in every aspect of food preparation, including administration, procurement,
storage, and distribution / They plan menus, purchase supplies, cook food, operate food service equipment, and
provide customer service / Food Service Specialist training includes: standard and dietetic menu planning; food
preparation and cooking; basic nutrition; storage of meats, poultry, and other perishable items; dining service
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operations; and food and supply ordering

The Bronze Star Medal (BSM) is a is the fourth-highest individual military award and the ninth-highest by order
of precedence in the United States Armed Forces / The Bronze Star is awarded to members of the United States
Armed Forces for either heroic achievement, heroic service, meritorious achievement, or meritorious service in a
combat zone / When the medal is awarded by the Army and Air Force for acts of valor in combat, the "V" Device
is authorized for wear on the medal
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[ Killed in Vietnam

Name:

WEIDNER
ALBERT J.

[ Vietnam Era

Vietnam War Veteran

Service Bran&h: ARMY Rank: E-7

Unit / Squadron:

COMPANY "B", 2ND BATTALION, 34TH ARMOR
HEADQUARTERS, 3RD BATTALION, 64TH ARMY

Medals / Citations:

BRONZE STAR MEDAL (2)

VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL W/50 DEVICE
COMBAT INFANTRY BADGE

ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL

Honoring All Vietnam War

and

Vietnam Era Veterans
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West Seneca

Town of West Seneca, New York

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address:

Year Entered: 1962

Year Discharged: 1983

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL W/6 SERVICE STARS
4 OVERSEAS BARS

VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS MEDAL

UNIT CITATION

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Sergeant First-Class (SFC) Albert Joseph Weidner honorably served in the United States Army / SFC Albert
Weidner was deployed to Vietnam and assigned as an Armor Crewman and as an Infantry Sergeant / SFC
Weidner was awarded two Bronze Star Medals for bravery under combat conditions

Sergeant First-Class Albert J. Weidner retired from the U.S. Army after 17 years of active duty
Base Assignments:

Fort Carson, Colorado - Fort Carson is a United States Army post located directly south of Colorado Springs in El
Paso, Pueblo, Fremont, and Huerfano counties, Colorado / Camp Carson was established in 1942, following
Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor and was named in honor of the legendary Army scout, General Christopher "Kit"
Carson, who explored much of the West in the 1800s / The 89th Infantry Division was the first major unit to be
activated at Camp Carson / During World War I, over 100,000 soldiers trained at Camp Carson. Along with three
other infantry divisions: the 71st Infantry Division, 104th Infantry Division and 10th Mountain Division / More
than 125 units were activated at Camp Carson and more than 100 others were transferred to the mountain post
from other installations / Camp Carson was designated Fort Carson in 1954 / In the 1960s, mechanized units
were assigned to the fort and it was expanded to the 137,000 acres / Throughout its history Fort Carson has
been used for large force-on-force maneuver training / Comprehensive maneuver and live fire training also
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occurs downrange at Fort Carson / Exercises and deployments continually hone the skills of Fort Carson soldiers
/ In 2003, most Fort Carson units were deployed in support of Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqgi Freedom
/ Troops from the 984th Military Police CO, 759th Military Police Battalion were also sent in support of the guard
mission at Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, Cuba

Miscelleaneous:

Albert Weidner was a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars, VFW Post #2940

On 1 October 1963, the 306th Tank Battalion was designated the 2nd Battalion 34th Armor and was officially
activated at Fort Irwin, California, as part of the 4th Infantry Division / On 3 August 1966 the battalion was
alerted for movement to the Republic of South Vietnam / Arriving at Vung Tau on 10 September 1966 with their
M48A3 Patton Tanks, the battalion began conducting limited operations with the 173d Airborne and 1st Infantry
Division / The 2nd Battalion 34th Armor was known as the “DREADNAUGHTS", meaning they could do the
impossible and feared nothing / While under operational control of the 1st Infantry Division, 2nd Battalion 34th
Armor was conducting search and destroy operations in the Il Field Force Area / In 1967 the Battalion began to
participate in larger combined arms operations / Operation Junction City, which began in the early part of March
1967, saw 2nd Battalion, 34th Armor conducting search and destroy operations as part of the 3rd Brigade, 4th
Infantry Division, Task Force / On 21 March 1967, the battalion distinguished itself in combat near the village of
Soui Tre / Fire Support Base Gold, established only two days prior, had come under attack from the 272d Viet
Cong Main Force Regiment consisting of over 1100 soldiers / In a four hour battle in which the "Dreadnaughts”
helped turn an enemy victory into a defeat, 2nd Battalion 34th Armor received its second Presidential Unit
Citation / From 1 August 1967 to 20 August 1967, it earned the Valorous Unit Award for being involved in fierce
fighting against well-fortified and prepared Viet Cong and North Viethamese Army (NVA) Regulars in the Quang
Ngai Province

The Bronze Star Medal (BSM) is a is the fourth-highest individual military award and the ninth-highest by order
of precedence in the United States Armed Forces / The Bronze Star is awarded to members of the United States
Armed Forces for either heroic achievement, heroic service, meritorious achievement, or meritorious service in a
combat zone

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Service stars were awarded to
all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietnam Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

An Overseas Service Bar indicates a soldier has served six months of service in a combat zone / Service Bars are
cumulative, in that each bar worn indicates another six-month period / Time spent overseas is also cumulative,
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meaning one bar could be earned for two separate deployments totaling six months

The Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) is a United States Army military decoration. The badge is awarded to
infantrymen and Special Forces soldiers in the rank of colonel and below, who fought in active ground combat
while assigned as members of either an Infantry or Special Forces unit of brigade size or smaller at any time after
6 December 1941

The Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal was awarded by the Vietnam Government to military personnel who have
accomplished deeds of valor or displayed heroic conduct while fighting the enemy and have been cited
individually at the regiment, brigade, division, corps, or armed forces level

The Army Commendation Medal, created in 1945, is a mid-level United States military decoration presented for
sustained acts of heroism or meritorious service

A Unit Citation is a formal, honorary mention by high authority of a military unit's specific and outstanding
performance, notably in battle / Similar mentions can also be made for individual soldiers / Alternatively or
concurrently, the unit can be awarded an honorary title, a mention on the flag or a decoration

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: \NWEISENBURG Killed in Vietnam Hometown:  WEST SENECA
LEON R.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank: LCPL
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Lance Corporal Leon R. Weisenburg honorably served in the United States Marine Corps and was deployed to
Vietham

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South Vietnamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: \NIDOMSKI Killed in Vietnam
DANIEL A.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address: 3720 SENECA STREET
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
: Year Entered: 1966
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: 1LT
Year Discharged: KIA

Unit / Squadron:

AMERICAL DIVISION, 6TH BATTALION, 11TH ARTILLERY, HSB

Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL

VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL ARMY PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION
VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

First Lieutenant (1LT) Daniel A. Widomski honorably served in the United States Army / 1LT Daniel Widomski
was deployed to Vietnam on 29 September 1968 as a Field Artillery Unit Commander / 1LT Daniel Widomski was
Killed In Action on 26 February 1969 from wounds received during enemy small arms fire during combat
operations in Quang Ngai Province, South Vietnam

On 26 February 1969, during a combat operation 1LT Widomski was assigned as the Artillery Forward Observer
with the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry when elements of the unit became engaged with the enemy 10 kilometers

southwest of the Quang Ngai airfield / During the fire fight that followed 1LT Daniel Widomski was killed in
action by hostile rifle fire

Lt. Widomski attended Officer Candidate School at Ft. Sill and began his tour of duty in South Vietnam in August
1968 where he was a Field Artillery Unit Commander

Base Assignments:

Ft. Sill, Oklahoma - Located north of Lawton, Oklahoma, Fort Sill remains the only active Army installation of all
the forts on the Southern Plains built during the Indian Wars / Ft. Sill serves as the home of the United States
Army Field Artillery School as well as the Marine Corps' site for Field Artillery MOS school, United States Army Air
Defense Artillery School, the 31st Air Defense Artillery Brigade, and the 75th Fires Brigade / Fort Sill is also one
of the four locations for Army Basic Combat Training / In 1963 the 1st Aerial Artillery Group (Provisional) was
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organized to test equipping CH-34 helicopters with rocket pods attached to each side. The rockets converted a
transport aircraft, an easy target in most combat situations, into a sophisticated flying weapon capable of direct
or indirect fires. It was the ancestor to the Cheyenne and Long Bow attack helicopters of today

Miscelleaneous:

Daniel A. Widomski was a graduate of St. Stanislaus Parochial School in 1959 , Bishop Ryan High School and the
State University at Buffalo / Widomski enlisted in the Army in August 1966 / Daniel A. Widomski was 22 years of
age at the time of his passing and is interred at Saint Stanislaus Roman Catholic Cemetery, Cheektowaga, New
York

Daniel A. Widomski is honored on the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial in Washington D.C. - Name inscribed at VVM
Wall, Panel 31w, Line 75

The Field Artillery is the branch of the army whose mission is to support the infantry by artillery fire, destroying,
neutralizing or suppressing the enemy elements that threaten land forces / Increased mobility; fire direction
centers, which enhanced their firepower; aerial observation; and radio communications increased the efficiency
and accuracy to support ground forces

The Field Artillery Unit Commander is a position in the U.S. Army that plans, coordinates, and directs field
artillery activities / The Field Artillery branch traces its origins to 1775 when the Continental Congress elected
Henry Knox as "Colonel of the Regiment of Artillery" / The Field Artillery officers serve in various Army
formations and have diverse assignment opportunities

The Americal Division was an infantry division of the United States Army during World War Il and the Vietnam
War / The division was activated 27 May 1942 on the island of New Caledonia / In the immediate emergency
following Pearl Harbor, the United States had hurriedly sent a task force to defend New Caledonia against a
feared Japanese attack / This division was the only division formed outside of United States territory during
World War Il / The new unit be known as the Americal Division—the name being a contraction of "American,
New Caledonian Division" / This was unusual, as with the exception of the Philippine Division, all other U.S.
divisions were known by a number / After World War Il the Americal Division was officially re-designated as the
23rd Infantry Division, but was rarely referred to as such, even on official orders / During the Vietnam War the
division had a mixed record / It combined participation in numerous battles and campaigns / The division
suffered a tactical defeat in the early morning of 28 March 1971, when Vietcong sapper commandos successfully
infiltrated FSB Mary Ann / The attack destroyed key infrastructure, as well as killing 33 and wounding 83
Americans / The division was deactivated following its withdrawal from South Vietnam in November 1971

The 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery was originally organized on 1 June 1917 in the Regular Army at Douglas, Arizona
as Battery F, 11th Field Artillery, later reassigned to the 6th Division / The 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery arrived in
Vietnam on 19 December 1967 as a unit of the 11th Infantry Brigade / From the time of arrival in the Republic of
Vietnam the men of the "On Time" 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery took part in six major campaigns / The biggest
and most successful operation was Vernon Lake Il (2 November 1968 through 28 February 1969). The operation
was conducted in an area which preliminary intelligence indicated was a massive VC/NVA resupply and
consolidation region / Supporting fire from the guns of the 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery combined with the
efforts of the 11th Infantry Brigade made Vernon Lake Il the most successful operation ever undertaken in the
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11th Brigade area of operation

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietnam War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses
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Name: \NIDRZYNSKI Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
JERRY
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:
Service Notes:

Jerry Widrzynski honorably served in the United States Air Force

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Jerry Widrzynski passed away on 3 September 2025 at the age of 82 years old
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Name: \WILLARD Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
ELMER J.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: PFC
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Private First-Class EImer J. Willard honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Elmer J. Willard passed away 10 December 2012 and is interred at the Bath National Cemetery, Bath, New York
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Name: \WITCZAK Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
DANIEL S.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:
Unit / Squadron:
Medals / Citations:
VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Daniel S. Witczak honorably served in the United States Army / Daniel Witczak was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award
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Name: ZECK Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
ROBERT C.
Address:
[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Robert C. Zeck honorably served in the United States Army and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Robert C. Zeck passed away on 14 November 2020 at the age of 78 years and is interred at the Western New
York National Cemetery, Corfu, New York
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Name: ZIMPFER Killed in Vietham
FRED C.

Hometown: WEST SENECA

Address: 5303 SENECA STREET

[ Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: ARMY Rank: PFC
Year Discharged: KIA

Unit / Squadron:

AERO RIFLE PLATOON, F TROOP, 8TH CAVALRY, AMERICAL DIV,

Medals / Citations:

PURPLE HEART VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL

VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL COMBAT INFANTRYMAN BADGE
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE ARMY PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION
VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:

Private First Class Fred Charles Zimpfer honorably served in the United States Army / PFC Fred Zimmer was
deployed to Vietnam on 5 December 1969 as a Light Weapons Infantryman / PFC Fred Zimpfer was Killed in

Action on 15 February 1970 from enemy small arms fire during combat operations in Quang Tin Province, South
Vietnam

On 15 February 1970, an enemy bunker complex was discovered in the Tien Phuoc District of Quang Tin
Province at the end of Route 586, some 22 kilometers west of Tam Ky / During the engagement with the enemy,
PFC Fred Zimpfer was killed by cross fire by friendly troops during the attack on the fortified positions

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Fred Charles Zimpfer was 26 years of age at the time of his passing and is interred at Woodlawn Cemetery,
Orchard Park, New York

Fred Charles Zimpfer is honored on the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial in Washington D.C. - Name inscribed at
VVM Wall, Panel 13w, Line 17
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Light Weapons Infantryman lack heavy weapons and armor or with a reduced vehicle footprint / Light infantry
units lack the greater firepower, operational mobility and protection of mechanized or armored units, but
possess greater tactical mobility and the ability to execute missions in severely restrictive terrain and in areas
where weather makes vehicular mobility difficult / Light infantry forces typically rely on their ability to operate
under restrictive conditions, surprise, violence of action, training, stealth, field craft, and fitness levels of the
individual soldiers to compensate for their reduced lethality / Despite the usage of the term "light", forces in a
light unit must carry everything they require to fight, survive and win due to lack of vehicles

The main mission of the Aero Rifle Platoon, a Recon element, was to perform ground reconnaissance of areas
that the scout ships cannot check out by air / They were not a main fighting force and only about 32 soldiers are
inserted at any one time, although they could handle a small numbers of Viet Cong / Anything of a larger size
would have to be dealt with by a regular infantry company which would be brought in by an Assault Helicopter
Company / Another function of the Aero Rifle Platoon was to secure any of downed aircraft until it could be
extracted

The 8th Cavalry Regiment is a regiment of the United States Army formed in 1866 during the American Indian
Wars / The 8th Cavalry continued to serve under a number of designations, fighting in every other major U.S.
conflict since, except World War |, when it was not deployed to Europe because it was already engaged in the
Punitive Expedition in Mexico from 1916 to 1920 / It is currently a component of the 1st Cavalry Division / The
regiment originally was organized as horse cavalry in 1866, a designation under U.S. military doctrine that
emphasized both light cavalry and dragoon-type mounted and dismounted fighting roles, until 1942 / It served
on foot during World War Il and Korea, with some elements converting to airmobile infantry for Vietnam, while
others were detached and assigned to West Germany as part of an armored task force to resist any potential
Soviet incursion / In 1965, 1st Battalion (ABN), 8th Cavalry Regiment arrived in Vietnam, and participated in
numerous campaigns in South Vietnam and Cambodia / The battalion was awarded two Presidential Unit
Citations, the Valorous Unit Citation, and four soldiers were awarded with the nation's highest honor, the Medal
of Honor

The Purple Heart was instituted in 1782 by George Washington and is the first and oldest military American
decoration / The Purple Heart is awarded to military service members wounded or killed in action, in the latter
case posthumously

The Vietnam Service Medal is a military award of the United States Armed Forces established on 8 July 1965 by
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson / The medal is awarded to recognize service during the Vietham War by all
members of the U.S. Armed Forces provided they meet the award requirements / Bronze Service stars were
awarded to all services for participation in designated campaigns

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, also known as the Vietham Campaign Medal is a South Vietnamese
military campaign awarded during the Vietham War (Second Indochina War), the South Viethamese government
awarded the Republic of Vietham Campaign Medal with Device (1960-) to members of the U.S. military for
support of operations in Vietnam In May 1966 / The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in
Vietnam / The first period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954 / The second period was from 1
January 1960 to the end of the Vietham War
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The Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) is a United States Army military decoration. The badge is awarded to
infantrymen and Special Forces soldiers in the rank of colonel and below, who fought in active ground combat
while assigned as members of either an Infantry or Special Forces unit of brigade size or smaller at any time after
6 December 1941

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The Presidential Unit Citation, originally called the Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United
States Armed Forces for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy on or after 7 December 1941

The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal, also known as the Vietnamese Gallantry Cross or Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry is a military decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) / The
medal was created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces units
and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with the enemy /
Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed Forces, Corps,
Division, Brigade or Regiment level / The United States military began authorizing the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross in March 1968 with retroactive presentation of the decoration to 1961

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses

2016 WWW.WSVET.ORG



Honoring All Vietnam War

and

Vietnam Era Veterans

| | 1 November 1955 - 30 April 1975 l | | | ||

West Se neca Town of West Seneca, New York

Name: 21220 Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
MICHAEL J.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Michael J. Zizzo honorably served in the United States Navy and assigned to the Navy Seabees

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Michael Zizzo worked for the Buffalo Municipal Housing Authority (BMHA) for 34 years / Zizzo was a member of
the Navy Seabees of America for 24 years / Michael J. Zizzo passed away on 5 November 2024 at the age of 71
years old and is interred at St. Matthew's Cemetery, West Seneca, New York

United States Naval Construction Battalions, better known as the Navy Seabees, form the U.S. Naval
Construction Force (NCF) / Naval Construction Battalions were conceived of as replacements for civilian
construction companies in combat zones after the attack on Pearl Harbor / At the time civilian contractors had
roughly 70,000 men working U.S. Navy contracts overseas / International law made it illegal for civilian workers
to resist an attack and by doing so would classify them as guerrillas and could lead to summary execution / With
roots dating back to World War Il, the Seabees were formally established on 5 March 1942, to meet the Navy's
growing need to construct bases, build airfields, conduct underwater construction and build roads, bridges and
other support facilities while providing protection for themselves and those around them as part of the war
effort / The Seabees were deployed to Vietnam twice in the 1950s to survey and map the roads / Seabee teams
(501 and 502) arrived in January 1963 as the first Seabees of the Vietham War / The last battalion withdrew late
1971 with the last Seabee teams out a year later / When it was over, 137 Seabee teams were sent to Vietnam

and had built 15 CB camps and deployed 22 battalions / In the over seven decades since its founding, Seabees
have gone on to serve in most major U.S. conflicts
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Name: ZMARZLY [ Killed in Vietnam
ERWIN J.

Hometown: WEST SENECA
Address:

Vietnam Era

L Vietnam War Veteran

: Year Entered: 1955
Service Branch: AIR FORCE Rank: TSGT

Year Discharged: 1966
Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:
TIGER AWARD AIR FORCE GALLANT UNIT AWARD RIBBON (2)
AIR RESERVE MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL (3) ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL
MARKSMANSHIP BADGE: EXPERT (SMALL ARMS) ANTARTICA SERVICE MEDAL
NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL (2) AIR FORCE LONGEVITY SERVICE AWARD RIBBON (2)
ARMED FORCES RESERVE MEDAL GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

[ Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:

Technical Sergeant Erwin J. "Ed" Zmarzly honorably served in the United States Air Force / TSGT Erwin Zmarzly
was assigned as a Personnel Specialist, Small Arms Instructor, Small Arms Repairman, Recruiter, and Combat
Arms Training & Maintenance Craftsman / TSgt Zmarzly started the first Boy Scout Troop at Dover Air Force
Base, Delaware / When transferred to Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas, Zmarzly served as a
Commissioner for on-base Boy Scout Troop 18

Zmarzly served two years at Bolling Air Force Base in Washington, D.C. as a Firing Range Instructor / During his
military career, Erwin Zmarzly attended a number of schools, including Classification Specialist, Personnel
Technician in 1059, Code of Conduct, Professional Investigation, Law Enforcement/Corrections, Federal Jail

Operations, Non-Commission Officer Academy and Smith & Wesson School for Maintenance of Pistols and
Automatics

After serving 11 years of active duty with the Air Force Erwin joined the Air Force Reserve and served as a
Combat Arms Instructor for the Security Police, 107th Fighter Squadron, Niagara Falls, New York

Erwin J. "Ed" Zmarzly retired from the United States Air Force with over 37 years of combined service, active and
reserve duty

Base Assignments:
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Sampson Air Force Base, Geneva, New York - Sampson AFB was established initially by the United States Navy as
a Naval Training Station (USNTS Sampson) in 1942 and named after Rear Admiral William T. Sampson / At the
end of World War Il, the base was closed, but with the outbreak of the Korean War, the United States Air Force
took interest in the former Naval Station for use as a Basic Military Training (BMT) Base / In February 1951,
training started for 16,000 Air Force recruits of the Air Training Command (ATC) / The mission of Sampson AFB
was to provide formal basic training for all male and female enlisted personnel not having sufficient previous
military training; to establish and operate such assembly, processing and separation station as specifically
directed; to provide a comprehensive counseling program for Basic Indoctrinated personnel in order that these
airmen may be most effectively assigned in accordance with Air Force requirements; and to maintain training
programs for accomplishing rehabilitation of garrison prisoner / With the end of the Korean War and cutbacks in
the military budget afterwards, Air Training Command discontinued its basic training school at Sampson AFB on
1 July 1956 / Shortly thereafter, ATC discontinued Sampson's 3650th Military Training Wing / By the time it was
closed, over 300,000 airmen received basic training at Sampson AFB in preparation for service in the Korean
War, as well as service in USAFE, Far East Air Force, and other United States Air Force major commands both in
the United States and around the world / Today, the majority of the former Air Force base is abandoned

Dover Air Force Base, Dover, New York - Dover Air Force Base is a United States Air Force (USAF) base under the
operational control of Air Mobility Command (AMC) and is located 2 miles southeast of the city of Dover,
Delaware / Construction began in March 1941 and the facility was opened on December 17, 1941 / It was
converted to a U.S. Army Air Corps airfield just weeks after the 7 December 1941, attack on Pearl Harbor and
renamed Dover Army Airbase on 8 April 1943 / With the establishment of the United States Air Force (USAF) on
18 September 1947, the facility was renamed Dover Air Force Base on 13 January 1948 / In 1944, the Air
Technical Service Command chose Dover as a site to engineer, develop, and conduct classified air-launched
rocket tests / The information collected during these experiments resulted in the effective deployment of air-to-
surface rockets in both the European and Pacific combat theaters / On 1 April 1952, Dover was transferred to
the Military Air Transport Service (MATS) and became home to 1607th Air Transport Wing (Heavy) / During the
Vietnam War, more than 20,000 dead American soldiers were brought back to the United States via Dover / The
Vietnam War dead account for over 90% of all the remains processed at Dover before 1988 / Following the
September 11 attacks, the 436 Air Wing (AW) and 512 Air Wing (AW) became major participants in Operation
Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom

Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas - Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas - Lackland Air Force
Base is a United States Air Force base located in Bexar County, Texas / The base is under the jurisdiction of the
802d Mission Support Group, Air Education and Training Command (AETC) and an enclave of the city of San
Antonio / It is the only site for Air Force enlisted Basic Military Training (BMT) / Lackland AFB is part of Joint Base
San Antonio, an amalgamation of the Fort Sam Houston, the Randolph Air Force Base and Lackland Air Force
Base, which were merged on 1 October 2010 / Lackland is best known for its role in being the sole location for
U.S. Air Force enlisted Basic Military Training (BMT) for the active duty Regular Air Force, Air Force Reserve and
Air National Guard

Bolling Air Force Base, Washington, D.C - From its beginning, the installation has hosted elements of the Army
Air Corps (predecessor to today's Air Force) and Navy aviation and support elements / Founded on 2 October
1917 as The Flying Field at Anacostia, it was the first military airfield near the United States Capitol / It was
renamed Anacostia Experimental Flying Field in June 1918 / Bolling Field was opened 1 July 1918 and was named
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for Colonel Raynal C. Bolling, the first high-ranking air service officer killed in World War | / In the late 1940s,
Bolling Field's property became Naval Air Station Anacostia and a new Air Force base, named Bolling Air Force
Base, was constructed just to the south on 24 June 1948 / Bolling AFB has served as a research and testing
ground for new aviation equipment and its first mission provided aerial defense of the capital / Throughout
World War I, the installation served as a training and organizational base for personnel and units going overseas
/ It also served as the aerial gateway to the nation's capital / The Air Force's first headquarters was established
at the installation, as Army Air Forces Headquarters in 1941 and, with the creation of the United States Air Force,
Air Force Headquarters in 1947 / In 1962, fixed-wing aircraft operations at the air force and naval installations
ceased, due to congested airspace around Washington National Airport on the opposite shore of the Potomac
River / The Air Force District of Washington (AFDW) was created and activated at Bolling on 1 October 1985 with
the mission of providing administrative support to Air Force members

Andrews Air Force Base, Morningside, Maryland - Andrews Field was named on 7 February 1945 in honor of Lt
Gen. Frank Andrews and in 1946, Andrews was a sub-base of Bolling Field (3 January 1946 — 20 November 1946)
/ The Strategic Air Command headquarters transferred from Bolling Field to Andrews and the command of
CONAF's Radar Bomb Scoring detachments (e.g., at Dallas Love Field) transferred to Andrews on 17 March 1946
/ Andrews was transferred from the Army to the Air Force in 1947, and it was a Headquarters Command
installation from 1947 through 1952 / Andrews Air Force Base was designated on 24 June 1948, and in June
1950, Andrews rapidly became involved in combat readiness training for B-25 Mitchell medium bomber crews
/Combat readiness training and proficiency flying for military pilots assigned non-flying duties in the Washington
area have remained two key elements in the local mission since the establishment of the base / HQ Air Research
and Development Command (later, Air Force Systems Command) moved to Andrews from Baltimore, 24 June
1958 / With the construction of new facilities beginning in 1959, Andrews had become by early 1962 the primary
USAF flight installation serving the Washington, DC, area / Andrews' air defense role was strengthened in the
1950s with the latest in fighter-interceptor hardware appearing on the flight line / F-94 Starfires, F-102 Delta
Daggers and finally, F-106 Delta Darts formed the backbone of the three fighter interceptor squadrons which
operated from the base until 1963 / In the years since 1959, Andrews' flight operations and importance have
increased greatly / In 1961, the last of the Military Air Transport Service's flying units at Washington National
Airport transferred to Andrews / Andrews has become firmly established as the main port of entry for foreign
military and government officials en-route to Washington and the United States / In July 1961, the official
presidential aircraft was stationed here, known as "Air Force One" when the president is on board / The base is
widely known for serving as the home base of two Boeing VC-25 aircraft which have the call sign Air Force One
while the President of the United States is on board / The Boeing C-32A, which is used by the Vice President of
the United States, is also based at Andrews / During Operation Desert Storm, Andrews handled 16,540 patients
in makeshift hospital facilities

Miscelleaneous:

Erwin Zmarzly attended Burgard High School in Buffalo where he studied to be an airplane mechanic / Erwin
Zmarzly received his Honorable Discharge from the United States Air Force on 14 September 1998 /After active
duty, Zmarzly worked for the Erie County Sheriff's Department and In 1973, went to work for the West Seneca
Police Department / Zmarzly was a Board Member of the West Seneca Senior Center / Ed Zmarzly was a long-
time member of the West Seneca Auxiliary Police Department and held the rank of Sergeant / Zmarzly was a
member of American Legion Post 735 and Veterans of Foreign Wars, VFW Post 2940 / Erwin J. "Ed: Zmarzly
passed away on 21 August 2023 at the age of 84 years old and is interred at St. Matthew's Cemetery, West
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The "Tiger" Award is named in honor of General Charles A. Horner, and recognizes the accomplishments an
individual who demonstrates the highest degree of professionalism, leadership, integrity, dedication and
courage in the performance of their duties and conduct of their lives

Air Force Gallant Unit Citation Ribbon is awarded to Air Force active duty, Reserve and Air National Guard units
for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy of the United States while engaged in military
operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force on or after Sept. 11, 2001 / The Air Force Gallant
Unit Citation Ribbon (GUC) award will normally be earned by units that have participated in single or successive
actions covering relatively brief time spans

The Air Reserve Forces Meritorious Service Medal was established by the Secretary of the Air Force on 1 April
1964 and is awarded for exemplary behavior, efficiency and fidelity during a four-year period while serving in an
enlisted status in the U.S. Air Force Reserve

The Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (AFEM) is a military award of the United States Armed Forces, which was
first created in 1961 by Executive Order of President John Kennedy / The medal is awarded to members of the
U.S. Armed Forces who, after 1 July 1958, participated in U.S. military operations, U.S. operations in direct
support of the United Nations, or U.S. operations of assistance for friendly foreign nations

A Marksmanship Badge is a U.S. military badge or a civilian badge which is awarded to personnel upon successful
completion of a weapons qualification course (known as marksmanship qualification badges) or high
achievement in an official marksmanship competition (known as marksmanship competition badges) / The U.S.
Army and the U.S. Marine Corps are the only military services that award marksmanship qualification badges /
The U.S. military marksmanship qualification badges are awarded in three grades (highest to lowest): expert,
sharpshooter, and marksman while their marksmanship competition badges are awarded in three to four grades
(highest to lowest): distinguished, silver, and bronze for the U.S. Army and distinguished, gold, silver, and bronze
for the Marine Corps

The Antarctica Service Medal (ASM) was established by the United States Congress on July 7, 1960 / The
Antarctica Service Medal is considered an award of the United States Armed Forces, issued in the name of the
U.S. Department of Defense, and is authorized for wear on active duty uniforms / To qualify for the Antarctica
Service Medal, personnel must train or serve ten days stationed on the Antarctic continent, or aboard vessels in
Antarctic waters, defined as south of 60 degrees latitude / Flight crews performing transport missions to
Antarctica qualify for one day of service for each flight mission performed within a 24-hour time period

The National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) is a service award of the United States Armed Forces established by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 / It is awarded to every member of the US Armed Forces who has
served during any one of four specified periods of armed conflict or national emergency from 1950 to the
present / Combat or "in theater" service is not a requirement for the award

The Air Force Longevity Service Award is a military award established by Air Force General Order 60, on 25
November 1957 by General Thomas D. White, Air Force Chief of Staff / The award was primarily created as an Air
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Force equivalent to the service stripes used by other branches of the United States military to denote years of
military service / The award is retroactive to the establishment of the U.S. Air Force as an independent service in
September 1947 and for any service with the U.S. Army Air Forces, U.S. Army Air Corps, or U.S. Army Air Service
prior to the creation of the U.S. Air Force as a separate service as long as the serviceman was on active duty on
or after 18 September 1947 / The Air Force Longevity Service Award is awarded for completing four years of
Active, Air Force Reserve, or Air National Guard service / The Air Force Longevity Service Award is a ribbon-only
award

The Armed Forces Reserve Medal (AFRM) is a service medal of the United States Armed Forces that has existed
since 1950 / The medal recognizes service performed by members of the reserve components and is awarded to
both officers and enlisted personnel / The medal is considered a successor award to the Naval Reserve Medal
and the Marine Corps Reserve Ribbon, which were discontinued in 1958 and 1967, respectively

The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States Armed Forces / The U.S.
Navy's variant of the Good Conduct Medal was established in 1869, the Marine Corps version in 1896, the Coast
Guard version in 1923, the Army version in 1941, and the Air Force version in 1963 / The Good Conduct Medal is
awarded to any active duty enlisted member of the United States military who completes three consecutive
years of "honorable and faithful service" / Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed
without any non-judicial punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses

Technical Sergeant Erwin J. "Ed" Zmarzly was also awarded the following Military honors:

AIR FORCE TRAINING RIBBON

The Air Force Training Ribbon is awarded to U.S. Air Force and U.S. Space Force service members on completion
of initial accession training after 14 August 1974 / It is officially hallmarked by the U.S. Institute of Heraldry / If a
member completes two accession training programs, such as BMT and OTS, a bronze oak leaf cluster is worn on
the ribbon

NEW YORK STATE NATIONAL GUARD LONG & FAITHFUL SERVICE AWARD RIBBON

The New York National Guard Long and Faithful Service Ribbon honors New York National Guard members who
fulfill qualifying terms of service in an honorable manner and with an attendance rate of at least 90 percent for
scheduled assemblies

NEW YORK STATE RECRUITING MEDAL

The New York State Recruiting Medal Ribbon is officially hallmarked by the U.S. Institute of Heraldry / This
ribbon is awarded for securing the initial appointment/enlistment of three new members for any unit of the
organized militia by any member

(The U.S. Institute of Heraldry is a small office within the Department of the Army, responsible for furnishing
heraldic services to the President of the United States and all federal government agencies / It is the only
organization devoted to the science and art of military heraldry and official symbolism / The Institute of Heraldry
produces the nation’s highest military award for valor, the Medal of Honor / Its activities include research,
design, development, and standardization of official symbolic items such as seals, decorations, medals, insignia,
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Name: ZORNICK, JR. Killed in Vietnam 5 etown:  WEST SENECA
HENRY F.
Address:
L1 Vietnam Era
Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: NAVY Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment: VIETNAM

Service Notes:
Henry Francis Zornick, Jr. honorably served in the United States Navy and was deployed to Vietnam

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Henry Francis Zornick, Jr. passed away on 7 July 2019 and is interred at Lakeside Cemetery, Hamburg, New York
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Name: Z2YBCZYNSKI Killed in Vietham Hometown:  WEST SENECA
DENNIS E.
Address:
Vietnam Era
L Vietnam War Veteran
- Year Entered:
Service Branch: MARINE CORPS Rank:
Year Discharged:

Unit / Squadron:

Medals / Citations:

U Served in War Zone Theater of Operations / Assignment:

Service Notes:
Dennis E. Zybczynski honorably served in the United States Marine Corps

Base Assignments:

Miscelleaneous:

Dennis Zybczynski was a graduate of Alfred State College / Zybczynski was a member of the Masons and a
member of the Frank L. Gierlach Post in Sloan, New York / Dennis E. Zybczynski passed away on 23 February
2025 at the age of 75 years old
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